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I ntroductlotr.
The ArI'entine Trotrtr:''isl rnovernqrrt ',F.!^enrerl drrrj.nr: tlre 1930's, hi 1;19

l.9r()rs J t bod , oD so'ne 1n1'luence 1n tho 1:rorl(ers nnil !rtudqnt r,rovements, ,flhtch by
ttr" 1.96,, 'o and I97Ots had increaseil further. Its flrst flfteen years of htstcry,

\- nevertheless, would rxark it 1n nn extraordinirry v,'ay, and the.l' lllurxlnate ruaqy of
lte later vl ciirsltudes.

In the fLrst p)-ace by 1ts nrleln ltself. As tn other Lstln Amerlcan (alrd lruro-
pean) countrles tt carne frorr a spllt ln the CI , althcuEh extremely Brnall. In
addltlon, the PCA wag far from enJoylng !1t that tlrne (end of the 1920re) a great
lnfluence 1n the nrorkers movernent, lnduntrlally or polltlcally. on one sltle, tha
anarchtst a.nd anarchosyndLcDllst currents stl1 1 posseesed hegemony in a workln6
clase stlll marked by the rantl-Folltical ' tradLtlons of thelr orlgtns, under the
lnfluence of the European emmLgratlon. To nieaaure, even ln a deformed wayr the
po1ltlca1 lnfluence of the CP, we note that ln the 1928 electLonB 1t obtalneal
7,600 votes, agatnst 55,000 for the SP - even ttrough to tlre deformatlorl ltself of
an electoral ccunt one would have to adtl thp fact that a large percenta6e of the
orkers are forelgners. Add to that the crushlng presence of Radlcall.sm' which

ls 11tera11y tplebiscltedr 1n those electlons (83B,ooo votes). The lcA' whLch
ln lts o?lBins as the Internntionallst Soclaltrrt ?arty had threatened to be an
lmportant cornpetltor to the SP, saw Ltself further weakened by a haemorrhage of
epIJ,ts durl.n4 the 1920rs.

A mlnorlty, the Trotskylsts found thamsel.ves from the start before a perlod
of net polltlcal. reaction: few 1n number, the ne!'dbers are algro persecuteal by tho

g- fascisttzante governnent of Urlburu. The posslbllltleg of developlng nn tmport-
ant factlon vrlthln the CP (as in ChLLe Fr Brazll) dlsappeared. faradoxically, the
flrst peak tn the re-erereence of the workers rnovement (1933-36) above all goea
to strenqthen the C?, whlch, starttnq from then, woulal have a deterrnlnlng lnflu-
ence on the desttqy of the orgarrlsed lroletarlot. At that moment, the lnitlal
nucleus of the Opposltlon harl l-J-terR1ly dlsnppenred v,lthout trace' Its relIef
c&me in the fcrm of nruch youn{er a}r(l tn.:'perienced'm111tants, although lncludlnrl
an ex-anarchLst trade unlonist erpelled by the CI. lhe treakness of the Troteky-
lsts alltln't stop the PCA from addlng ltself enthlrn1astLcally to the campalgn
agalnst tllltler-Trotslrylsm t launehed by the (;onlnteln and UISU, a wltch-ttunt that
azgr.avates the already reactLonary fate of the perLotl, symtrollserl by tha fasclst
Mlnlstsr of the Interlor, Sanchez Sorondo, rrho proposes that the workera carry
on shonlng thelr workLng clothes ln thslr homes and ln the street' to 'dlstlnguish
them I .

younq and v/tthorrt eyperlence, numertcally weak, nB.rgLnal to a vYorkers novement
vhoae organlsatlons get vlen.lier, the Trotskytsts of the tlme are an 1de81 theatro
for the f1ower1n6 of peraonal dtsputes antl cllques. But slnilarly thoy make a
renarkable effort to overcome thelr orlgLnal handlcap, ln ortentatlng thcmselves
to clarl-fy their progra'nne of interventlon. The polemlc over the lssue of !rat-

1., lonaI liberatlont that developB 1n thelr ranks constitutes, Ln J-ts nature' a
real novelty ln the left-rvlng movemerlt of the Perlod. !1e w111 see '/vhy.

The 193Ots are charaeterlse<l worfd-vrlde by the prepar4tlons for a secorrd
lmperlallst confLagratlon, above all after the rlse of nazlsm to po'/der ln Germa4y,
rrhlch matella1lseil the rvorst defcat of the workers rnovenent durln6 the 20. Century.
Thl.s axls of vorld po1lt1cs tentls to transform ltgelf more each time lnto the
aris of the polltlcal sltua.t1on of each country. i\I1 the effort of tho revolut-
lonary lnternatlonallsts, wlth l,eon trotsky at thelr head, centled on equlpplng
the workers vanguDrd wlth a progra0rBe and an organLsatLon w!.th vhich tc lntervene
ln the approachlnn catastrophe. tn. ul.6orrtion of the Tranaitlonal froglamne
antl the proclamatlon of the 1v. Interllatlon'rl- mean that the preservatLon of ijol-
shevlsm had been Bttalned, a8alnet the lmperi-allst bouxgeolsLe preparlng a new
warr and agalnst the sta.llnlst bureaucracy procurrlng a status-quo wlth worltl
lrnperl-aIlem. A fundamental aspect of the revolutlonDry programme for the nev,
sLtuatlon, ts that devoted to the ottlturle of the colonlal and gemL-colonlal
peoples 1n the face of the lmpertallst eE.rr "the thunder of ths canDn ln Europe
rlngs thB hour of thelr llberatlon" - stated the Fanlfesto of the IV. Internat-
lona1 faced wlth the rra!' ono of Trotekyte l.nst rrritlngs.

It 1s ttrlg qrrentl-on, rvhlch ls belng tlebatetl (tor 99i' of them' r-rllc onBcl oualy )
- amonq the ArSentLne Trotokyists durL,tf the 19lOrs, 'nhen 1n Ar5entlna too the !'ar

staris to ilominate the pollttcal Bltuatlon. llevertheless' ln that polemlc' lt
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apper'rr th1t the 1'1.1 n ot ttre i.,:1eoLotrica.l st rqr-[e 6f li tssirn soclrtlis'r, ]r'e''ious
to the Cctober ttevolrrtlclr is to be reversed.

In tsarlst Russia, Lrolshevilis end i,'iensllevll{s i-.'ere 1rr F.greement oir the clraract-
er of the lmrnedlate tasks of tlre revolutlonr e orr: esp cr),i lng to a bourgeols revol-
ut1on. The dlvergence came Then dlseuEslng ','Ihl eh cLas!! would llave to lead itr
the llberal bour".reol-sie, e.ns!rered the llenshevll(sr the vorkers and pe4sants
lnstal1lng a democratj-c dletatorshlp, answered the Bolshevlks. Trotsky tnter-
veneal reJectlng the f-'tenshevlk posl.tlon' whlch pl.aced the vrorklng claf,s behlnd a
bourgeoisla whlch had fu11y demonstrated lts l-ncnpsclt)' to sccompllsh ltg o'*n
tlemocratLc revolutlorli and he corrected the Rolshevlk posltlon, polntJ.ng out
th8-t the democratlc rebelllon of the peasantB would have to cafry to polrer the
only revolutlonary class of the townst the proletarl,at. Once ln po1lver lt would
not be able to ltmlt ltself to carrylng otrt democratLc meaau!.esr but woulal aec
ltse1f tmmedlately obllgetl to attack bourgeols Prlvate property, thus glvlng a
start to the soclallst r,?'trolution. thls famouo fornrrlatlon of the t!ornanent
Revolutlont (whlch doesntt stop at deruocratlc l-lrnlts)' $aE! a forrnldable antlc-
LpatLon of the dynamlc of the [lussrlan revolutlon, and since then has been lncor-
porated ltrto the theoretlcal arsenal of ll]arxlrn'n. Its unlverEtrl pro6rammatic
scope conslsts ln 1t ans.lyslng thc clasrs nechanLta of n1l revolutionar po8lng
at thelr start the resoluilon of all the unresol-ved (Uy ttre bourgeolelc)
democratlc tarlks.

well now, amon6 the Argentlne Tt otBk.ylBts a formal a8reement existed on the
rpermanent' character of ihe revolutlon, that 1s, that lt rvoultl mean the taklng
of po,n"r by the proletarlat (othernlse they wcultlntt have been Trotskylsta).
But thls t!t"ur"tt lacked lrnpoLtance' as what was In dl'scuasion was nothtng
leas than Ine polnt of ,leparture on whlch the nrr-o61an Dlarxlsts hadnrt had d1a-
agreementet what are the tharacter of the lmmetllate tasks of tho revolutlon ?

Aie there unaolveil denocratlc tasks ln Argentlna ? tlo' the ta'ks are purely
8oc1a118t, repllad a sector who practlcally ldelltlfled i\rgentlna rvlth the
lmperlallstmetropol.le.Yes,thetasksEreagrarlan,democratlcaudantl-
imierlallst, tne ttner sector repli.eal untll they lyere weary but rlthout goln6
mu.chfurther.wlthouttnclucilng,a,srrewl1lsee,awholeserlesofhybrldand
amblguous posltionsr wh1eh, hy meana of eclectlcLBmt they 8ou€lht to eludo an

emphatlc answe! to the questicn.
.Itconcernsanotablepolltlcallnvolutlon'themorelamentablBasPractlc-

411y. all the ener6gy of tne Trotst<ylste iltspersed 1tself ln thls debate untll
:rg4i. In realLty, the po1ltlca1 backwartlnese of the Tlotskylsts reflects a

,o'e g",,e""t sltuatlon:^ tvhj.le the Russlan tfarxlats con8tltuted recognleed

"rrr"it" 
and leaders of the vorkers novement, the Axgentlne lrotskylstE reflect

i[" """"t 
po1lt1ca1 illfferer tla t ton of ths proletarlat' The currenta that

enJoy a """tt1n 
lnfluence, elthel on the way to tllsappealance (anarchlan) ' or

"o""ift"tf"S 
crystalllsed count er -r evolut l onary varlante (eoclal democracy anal

"iait'1"r). 
ThL dteastrous polttlcs of these currentsr and the po1ltlcal

confuslonoftheTrotskylsts,wasatleclglvefactolj.ndeterrnlnlnsthatthc
indlfference woultl perpltuate ltEe1f wlth the rlse of Poronlsm' whlch rioul tl

mean that the workerB movement pollttcally placetl ltself behlnil the bourgsolale
durlng three ilecades. ft Soes wlthout saylng that thle also woul'l haYe a

iunaare,t"t polltlcal influence on the subeequent poLltl-cal ivolutlon of
Argentlne TrotakYlsm.

ThelnfluenceontheTrotskylstsofthepolltlcalbackwartlnegsofth6
,orkera movement anil of the we-lght of the c ou nt er-revolut lonary sectorB wlthln
the tleftr can be seen ln ,.ny wayst there would be those who opposed the
tnatlonal llberatlonr "1cgo, 

iecair"e the stalinlsts posetl fi, tnat as a part
of the turn towarila Popular lr'ontLam' lt 18 converted lnto a prevlous and

""puiat"a 
stage from t'he proletarlan revolutlonl ln fact, ln a permanent

"rittofrttoo 
Io the bourgeolsie. The polltlca1 confuslon of certaln TrotBkyi'atsr

reflected ,.t6e1f ln reSeitlon of only the for, (the elogan) of thls pollcy'
lneteatl of reJectl'ng lts reactlonary content'

The questlon of the slo0ans to pose ln Argentlna ln the face of tha lmpe!141-

Let war ls closel.y conneetid with thtB debate' One must note that' on thls
liane, ttr" Ar6entine workers movement dld not lack revolutlonary tradltLons'
ihe opposltlon to the lelde"Bhlp of the $p, who pose6 the Argentlne partlclpat-
1on 1n the flrst wortd |rar r eros ln the origins cf the Bpllt lIhlch gave blrth to
th€PcA.IntheBop"1.u"*"rr111seethedllflcultlesofTrotskyl.gmlneavl'ng
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-J7 i ^nrt ru|)ercodlns the tr..Ciblo of ttre Arqentine .l rttert," tion{'-113t Socia}i8ts'
1f "il""0"i,,"a-b-v 

tire cp, vhlch flrst posed a pro_nazl ncrrt:.el1ty (wht-1e the tlltlcr-
! st"ffn 1,ect laated)r ln order to later traneforn itself lnto an agent of allloil
J bet l tcosi tv .
I ft.," Troiakylst movement - the Left Opposltiorr, the 1v. International - lB

\-besldeB nn lni.ernatlonal movement. The prograrntnatlc debates of Argentlne
Trotskylsm conceln the whole Intern&tlona1 : the FI leadershlp would have B

declslve role ln the dlscusslon and evolutlon of the Argentlna Sroups.
Flnally, and once 1t8 llrnLtatlons are matle clearr It 1a neceseary to lndlcate

that the ltleologlcal stru4lgle lnsi"de Argentlne Trotskylsm, ls the rlcheat of
the Latln Amerlcan Trotskylst movement durlng the L930rs, whlch 1t would
lnflue!lce appreciablY.

In Argeniina, the Trotskylste arrlve Bt .the po1ltlcal turntng polnt of the
4. .Iune i43 (wtrich w1Il prepare tlra great turn of October 1945 - the birth of
?eronlsm) 1n a tllfferent way than tlie bureaucratlseal CP antt the paralyseil SP.

How,lswhatwearegoingtosee,antlcipatlngthatwehavecongclouslyabusBil
the use of qrrotes _ iet ttre actors speak - knolvlng that the studles of Latln
American Trotskylsm are aloost non-exlstent, atrd thelefore lt lB convenlcnt
to take nothlnq for granted.

The reflectlon of Gulllernto Lora is completely Vallal for Argenttna: "one of
the weaknaases of Latln American Trotskylam conslsts ln lt havlng lost lts own

tradl,tlon, tt iloesnrt know 1ts hlstory, whLch obllSes lt many. tlnes to repeat
;i;-;;;;;;" ('Hlgtorla alel PoRr, Dtl. rsla, t'a Paz, 1978, P 55)'

.\--'he orlglnB of Trotskylsm ln Argentlna.

only ln a llmlted 6ense cp-n one speak of a hlstory of the Argentlne TrotBkylot
,or"r"irt ltself - the pollttcaL crrrrent representetl by ?rotskylsm deflnee 1tself
as lnternatlonal by nature and demands to be iudgetl on that 8ca1e regs.rdlnS lt8
programme, lts analysls anil lts activlty. But thls ln t ernatl onall sm is not nn

austractlon, opposed to the nailonal part l cularl t.{ es on rvhlch a po}1tical move-

ment takes fcrm. Ratller, n3 Trotsl(y hlmself plrt it: "tlte most lrnportant Rnd

th€ most illfflcult 1n polltlcs ie, ln ny oplnion, on one hand to deiln€ the
Aeneral laws whl.ch ctetermlne the ll-fe or death struggle of all the countrlea of
frEllilii'"r1 urorld I on the other to dlscover the ElSgttrL cornblnation of thoge lewE

which express themselYes ln e4ch country" (I)'
,l,he lristory of the flrst years of Argentlne Trotskylsm (and l"n aome way' all

Its history) is n,arked by the strug6le to establl6h that correlatlon mentLoneil
by Trotsky, anrl 1ts tranalntlon lnto a preclee pollcy. Our exls 1s sltuAteal
t-hen, resoJ-ute1y, on the terraLn of the struggle of ldeaB - all the more becau6.
1n the perlotl concerned the [roups and persons concorneil are very far froD
exerclsing an lmportant lnf1ue.ce 1n the mass movement. It ls a {act thet
clarlty ln tne formulatlon cf 1ts ldeas constltuta a precondltlon for the root-
{.ng 1n the nrasses of a revoluttonary vanguard whlch (as the lV. InternatlonBl-

\-fs-t) arlses wtth a yery mLnority character. And even more so to congerve thle
rootlng once 6a1ned.. Th" hl"tory of the etruggle for ldeas (the programrne) Le

maybe iot important for those who ar6 lnterested ln prlltlca1 movements only Ln
the measure that they have recelved thelr rhlstorlcal consecratlont. 0n thc
contra.ry, 1t l-s from thls vle$poLnt that ttle fLrst years of th6 Argentlne
Trotskyl6t movernent preeente lnterest, whlch the lnfluence it had in othBr
organisatlons of the FI ln Latln Amel1ca demonetratos.

Fllst South Amerlcan g::oup of thc loft 0pposJ-tlon.

In such terns, the organ of the llorth Amerlcnn Left Opposltlon referretl to
re ftr.st opposltlonlst group establlshetl Ln Argentlna (2). Thls was compoaed

of three ,o.i.ers, the three iorelgners: lloberto and M (iulnney (Engllsh) antt
Cam11o Lopez (Spanlsh ?) who cr.runted on an &bundant experlence ln the revolut-
lonary anh v./orkers movement (3). The group rlldnrt cane from the rofflclalt 0P,
but from the last spllt 1t encountereil before its total bureaucratLsatlont The
Communlst Prrty of the Ar:r]cntlne lleglon (1ater "oq the Argentlne Itepubltc" and
flnally 'Coneer:trncldn obrera') Led by Jos5 Ferreltin. It seems to be the lndpfln-
itlon of the latter ln the face of the rlse of the Internatlonal Left opposltlon'
h1s atte'npt to preselve the Frrrely rnatl"ona-lr character of the 8p11t' that

\- motlvatetl the cuinneys and Lopez (',vho had key posts ln the PCRA' li Gulnney vrae
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Iloberto Culnney had been correspondtn6 slnce I92Z Ith James p Cannon I d eI egatcthe Yank€e CP to the congr ees of the 0I, fro-, .lh!.r.rh he succeeded Ln secretlygettlng the crltictsm of Trot sl(y exlled in Alrnn 112 of the draft pro,{ramm6.It concerns. ren, re flrs t South Arnerl can nroup of the opposltlon to ma.k6- lts publ1c app:arance, t,ut nc t nrpl[ 6e1's. j:t I s enough to compare lts mea8ronumb ers wlth the Ohilean Comnunlst Left (splt t of the Cp of 0h11e mal orl tvhead ed by lts leadei Htdaleo) , or nlth th e spl1t frorn th a Brazlllan C ommunl stYouth ( whl ctr iturlng the 19JOrs ryould be at a par.lty of f orces rvi. r the 'offlclalrto understanit that the tltle of tthe ffu.at, has a relati ve value. The ArgentlneCP ltgelf was mnrked by lts relativo ,eaknos s compared to its equal6 ln thoneighborrrlng stat 49, wh lch didn ft impeite it (and maybe helped 1t) frorn 1a_tarbecoDlng re axl B of the sta}lnlst apparatus ln South Amerlca: ln 1929 the SouthArnellcan conference of the CP ts uces Buenoa Alres for 1t8 seat, and the GhLoldl ,eantl Codovill alB wllt be the naln ectors of the tBol shevlsa tton t ( stallnleatlon)of the South Amerlcan partiea. A symptom of lts weakness , the PCA suff ereal fourBpllts durlng the 1920rs: at leaet Ln three of then we f1nd na-oea lat6r connectodwlth Argentlne TrotBkylsm. Mateo Foasa, llector naurlch and Angellca ilendozapartlclpate in the rleft r factlon o the rSparklster (fr on the name of thalr

e a'lr'lnistratc. of rArlclant.' , tts weerrlJ ) r r,. iendor r.; sirrce ..gza of irctsky rs
;::1:"t, 

to leave tn 1929 tn order t" r.l"i ,ic ,o,posrtlon communl.t Corno_

)

fpape" rla Chlspar The Spark) whl ch faced wlth a leadi ng apparatus that lalntent on premature 1y consol ldatlng lt self gave bhth i n 1925 lo the short-llved Connunlst !?orkers Party (4). The la ter spll t of the ' frontlats r ( propoeeraof a unlted front wIth, or dlssolutlon 1nt o, the Sp) countad aa a leader, togethervLth Alberto pal coa and Sllvano Santander , Luls XoLffman, f ounder and leader of'-che lnternatlonallst soelallsts anil of th e CP, subsequently e Trotskylet in ther9lo 's (5). Flnatly, he I Penel onl st r sp llt (wlth whlch, accot.dlng to the
toffl clal C! hlstory',th e cycl e of lnterna1 d1f f erenceB e nd ed,' ), counts 1n 1tsrnnks the fLrat I eit opposlttonlstB, who, never the1eas, w1ll not aucceed 1nregrouplng the above mentloned.

A dlfflcult blrth then w111 become even more tougher as a result of th6po1ltlcal condltlons whlcthe 1936t" only some of tho
h soon came to domlnate ln the country. Throughoutse oppoaed to the offleial lLne of the CP anit tbe CfwLl]. go, and ln a (tlspersed order, to the frots kylst movement, whlch wll1, 'beslat_es, . fl.nd ltself almos t perrnanently dlvldeat.Brtt yre mugrtnrt run aheatt. fn ira.rch l9j0 the sma11 tnltlal nucleua publlsh6dthe flrst lssue of the aper rla Yerdad r (o vrhl ch only two a.ppearcd), 1n whlchthe famoug rTestanent of LenlnI fi-gurea. S

f
oon, 'a lltt1e group , malnly of thaIsraellte torgue beeome known to us (...) Afte! thls group gavs out a paper lnYlddlsh called tCommunlst Tr:lbune', It dlsolved 1t e el f".'rThen the UrlburLst dlc tatorshlp arrlved. Some of our few mernberg we.relmprleoned, wh1le our socj. al anal flnancLAl s1 tuatlon got worse by the tlay', ( 5) .fn spite of that, and lYl th a very reduced actlvi ty, ths group succeedad 1nn-eservln4' ltself durlnI the reactlonary trrlburlst perlod, and they are elght.,... e members who rebaFtl se themselvee the Argentlrre 0ommunl s t left (IcA) 1n1932, openlng at tne sarne tlne a small offi ce. As the rest of the I r)t erna tlonaLLeft Opposltlon the supported th6 reform of the Cp and the CI. They, ln turn

vealled them rpollca t in tbe coLumns of the1r organ rla Inte! nacl onal r, whJ.lethe par ty voted unanlnously for resolut long conilemnlng rTrot skylsm'. The ICApublleh a i Bo1etin ite Opostcl6n r, where the posltlons of the Opposltlon araclearly expounded crlttqlre of soclalism 1n one cotuttry, conrl omnatl.on of thoAngl o-nus$1en Comml ttee, agalnst the bloc of fmrr class es 1n Chlna, agalnst thetheory of soelal -fa.sciam, de,nandlng democratl c- e entrall sm a65a1ns t staltnistburoaucratlgm, etc. ) ancl 1t vra.s able to elaborate some critl clsm of the Cpactlvl tyr split tlnI trade unlons vla the Class nl ty Commlttee outslde tho exist-lng unlone and c6n tres (CGT nnal FoRA), the ignor:lng of the agrarlan quea tLoaexpreseed ln the Lack cf theses a nd progranune on the quest1on... fhe cri tl qusof the POA got no further for exampl. e the rerictlonary and sectarlan posl t lon1t had fnced wlth the rnl1 I tary ooup agalnst flre government of frlg oyencharncterlseC es I RndL ca1-Fa,lci.., t I and ',nrore danSerous than Urlburu b ecausaof the ra.nlfl c., tl ons of the UC 1n the mass rn ovemen t " ( 7) .
nThe grcup entereat the l-" erl od knolyn as the I lnfsrnous decade I then I nlth a

meagre polltlcal and organLsatLonal baggage. An ldeal sltuatlon then, before



the ga
Bt an
Just a
after

-)-
r-ntng of n slgnlflcnnt nu,nher of me'nbr'rs, lor tlr: t'rovt"rent led b.! 'i'r'( tsl(J

lnteina tlonal 1evel , for the flOwerlnr of ,ir_ra11eItn8 persons and c1.l1ues,

i ttre tlma when tt is faceil rvtth the constrllctlon of a nel Interlla.tlonsl
stallnlsttrs 4. Auguat' rvhlch the comlng tc power of tlltler signlfied'

\-lwo groups for a new Perty.
Dtrrtn81932,-tgoyoungArePntlnggreturnfronljpaln,a-ftercompletingthelr

studleg ihu"",'tnJ alrealy mentloned Hector llqurich, anC atl ex-member of the SP'

,\ntonlo GaI1o. In Spaln ihey haa been Ln contact wlth Andres lll'n and the Spaniah

CommunLet Left. Yion over to tho Opposltlon, they Y'r1te to the ICA announclng
thelr arrlva1. Ilevertheless, upon arrlvlng ln Argentlna, they put therDsal-ves '

in contact nlth some dlspersed dlssldents of the CP, and vrlth a Sroup of lntel-
Lectuals who propoae to ilve olrt a nagazlne (a:nong them Ellas gastelnuovo)'
The proJect 51lta- rnoOlfled ln th6 cour'e of productlon and the magazLne eventuaLly
priai,""i ('Altualldatl') endo up as an offlcial volce of the CP' It ls after th'
iallure of 1t8 partlclpation 1n the proiect, that the already constltuted
tGailo-naurich iroup' puts 1tse1f lnto contact wl-th the ICA. through the
ileportetl Spanlsh nLlltant ,l namos Lopez'

"In vlew of the meagre forces ln which we of the ICA counted, we Rttempt to
ftnd out nhorrt the thoights a-nd ldeas of those two com'ades arrlved from Spaln

anrl who ilonrt seem to have been tconvertetlt by the toffersr of the offlclal
party (...) t'or then vJe haal comfll-tted a Srave sin: that of havln8 surf&ced and

ione-pub1lc, a l1ttle grorrp of workers wlth smlIl forces anrl wlth a preparatlon
- accordlng to them - ineufficLsnt. To cleanse curselves of thls sin' they

-pa.po""a io us, ttke Jordan the erltr&nce lnto a rsyna:lo6uer rvhlch tulneil out

io il" t Sr'eat theoretlcal mallazlne whlch they thought to publlsh' l'ater rYe

woultl found the real .oppostti-on ln Argentlna' To all thls' rvlthottt ahowlng

any vanlty from our slde, ,re n.nswered them that we had organlr:erl the Left
Coirmunlst Opposltlon ln Argentlna four years ago now' Convl-nced of the pedant-

ry ana opporiunlsm of the GqII o-Ra'rrlch grnup, al'1rt. from.nome "1::!ll:::' ":r"t
clutA noi- aceept euch stupl.l lnposltLans rtrA t:e hr.'1 to *lth'Jraiv cur'nLves"'"1u'J'

the ICA thus explnlns il.re rti'st spltt in lr8entlne !'rctskyism. The precoc-

lous Ga11o (he ls then twenty years otd) pubtishec at the beglnlng of 19lf a

8ma11 pamphlet entltled ton itre september movement. A marxlst lnterpr6tation'.'
ii"tgr;,rp'(from whieh Ralrrich hatl alreatly withdrawn as an actlve member'

carrylng out apparentl;-; ;;t" of rlileologlctrl lnspiratorr) organlsea 1taeIf
the eame year and "ttiifre 

ironr lueust poi1l"h"" the paper tllueva Etapar ' organ

of the communlst league.
on the other rranai irre IcA succeeilg ln fuslng wit! a group expelred fron the

cp hoeded by the trnown unlon mllltant Peairo ivlle8sl (In those yeara uslnS thr
pseudonJrm pearo uacrii ""-ialr"ri" rsras). Mllessl was then secretary Seneral

of the munlclptf ,ro"xl""-oiion - trfs expulslon from the C?' and that of the

tlozen mlli.tant" *t,o ioiio""o t'f', 1s foi 'Trotskylsmt --a 9!tttg:.h" flrst denles'
.\_- But at thc u "er"rii- oi" id r i- ii"-rlrr 

" "st grouptn,g 1g ln the ICA.antl 1n nuner-

lca1 superlorlty. rhis ts lrnportant' because tn ttre flrst genera'l meetlng of

the gro*p Mllessl 1s elected secretary general , placlng a m&Jorlty of hl. follot-

elB ln the leadlng t"g"""' 1'he old tl'u"'" of tire IcA Protest vlvldlvr they

malntaln that the 'rtraJrer groupr bas "o1 {9t pubLlched the reasons of 1ts

converslon to tt" oppliiii;i'i', 'i,a-verdai ', ir,at lt hn.s taken advantage of lts
numertcal superlorft| io 'pprove tcA particlDatlon 1n the Arttl-war UollEreas

or6:anteed uy 1 e stnif ni"rl"'ir'ri."e"ri tfr.-iti.i--uff""ur hlmself Is deelgnated)1

etc. But the ,of a' iCtt-ifrr,js ttsei.f further weakened: 24. Ige.bruary ltg leader

i'0"1"".y ii"a, 
-"t 

6; 
-;:";;;;-'t"t1rn of ^n lnfectlon' Trvc other memberg wlthdraw

to the lnterlo. of th"'io""i"v-t" save.-their llve.st cilml1o Lopez, elected to

the cC of the rneurr ica frft""gravel-y 111. The protests of the few vrho remalrt'

re8u1t 1n tfref" erpuisior,-oc"iirafng to them itlt ii,rlnney and rJuanat) or thelr
auspenelon (ttre tr ea"sii e' ' oi i'o'"rtvi ' Exha'rsie'l' ln a last document ln December

1931 , they bltterly ,"lot" tt'"t' fallure ""i-ir-r"" drop out of polftlcs (9)'

At the same tlme, re-ien under the lt1l1essl J'eadershLp takes the ne$ name

rlnternatLonarrst com-rrirsl L".go.' - Bolshevlk-l,enlnlst, Argantlne sectlonl
(ln conformity wftn ir'e rlecfsfont of the international plenum of the Left Oppo-

sltion 1n I'ugust r93ii, ana stnrt to tubllsh the paper 'Tribuna. Lentnlsta | '
\, Two aror.tPs tr,en, 

-ualn 
't'1th n t1o'"n members' t111 dlsprrte bltterly the repres-

ent{rtlvity of t}re nerv i{ot'ld ?nrtv of ttre soclaltst lievolutlon whlctr ts to bo
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ilt .
rTrlbuna IJenlnl,star (r,hich oppaars reguI.rly e ough durlllg 19fl fi" )ii) seerns

to be more actLve ln the unlonsr lt malntains that 9Ol cE lts members a.re
zforkera. In 1ts flrst lssue 1t recognlses that ,,in our country, the level of
po}ltlcal tralnlng of the opposj,tional communist:r ls .lt ve:'y great,' (10).
'ts eesentiaL preoccupatlon ls the elaboratlon of srlo,t,rns for the unlon move-

\ient, where the-lnfluerce of the internattooal. pubrlcatlons of the oppositlon
!-e noted, above afl tira-t of the ,.ipanLBh (wlrtch experlences at that llme the
tntroductlon of the sltuatlon that w111 leati to the clvtl-war). ',l'he i{orkers
Alllance agalnst fa,scLsn becomes an unavoldable neceoelty, aE well as the
creation of workers rn1l1tlas beln61 a questlcn of lifa or death for all- ths
workers organlsatlons" (11). 0n another occasLon, i,yhen the oGT publlshes a
manlfesto supportl,ng the goverrynent of General Ju6to, lt calra upon the unlons
to stop paying thelr dues shlle the leadership stlll remalng (12). The theor-etlcal and polltical elaboratlon (the only way of sho*lng whether thls effort
waa emplrlcar or merely the cop.ylng of slogans eraborated for other countrles
and other sltuatl-ons) renalned ln l,{l1essl te hands, who ln a plcturesque aoctlon
entltled rDe punta y Hacha', conmented on the new6 in the natlonal or lnter-
natlonal prees.

rllueva Etapa' (whose group ls compoaed rnalnly of atudents or tl"ntellectualar)
seeksr on the other hand., to glve lts tdeag the forrn of Ln depth artlcles or
theses. fts axls 1s the sLogan of a 'rcommon front of the workera anat the proL-
etarian partles and organlsationB a8atnEt fascl"Bm". Uut, at .l e s.une ttme 1t
questlons the cauBes of the fallure of the faecLst attempt of UrLburu, who had' :en replaced J-n governinent by General .Tuato, ,r/ho governerl with the pseudo-

\rcmocratlc methoils of the rpatrlotlc fraudr.rt...a characteristlc feoture of Argentlne society: lts backwardness 1n a1t
flelils. I'roo the gene.ral larv, fascism, of a1I thlngs ls excludod (...) fn
thls Bemi-colonLa1 country, retarded, rvlthout indlrstr!es, tirere are no hLstorlc,
cultur8.I, social traditions. There nre none but the llhersl traditlons of tlte
l,'lay Revolutlon, or the src-ca11ed rgeneration oJl 90!, lnconveniently for the
fasclst aims". Al.1 of whlch rilrl not irnpede that th6 "po1lij.ca1 cor)fIict at
present ln the country 18 not 1n an immedlate wa:i betweon the proletat.!_an
revolutLon and thc bourgeolBIe. Tho threat of the proletarlat doesntt Lqulre
a sharp character (...) ttre antlthesls present in the country ls betvreen boirr-
geolB democracy and fasclsm. Thoae r.rho do not sree thls do not see arrything,
and lf they )vant to see somethlng else, one rnr.rst leJect 1t categorlcally (...)
The welEht ltse1f of the JuBto government ls a 11ttle lege thaD n1l-. It 1s
sustal,ned on the croBsrogdg of opposed politlcal forces (...) Thls equlllbrLrur
between the fascists s-nd the radlcals cannot last. It ts the prel,ude to a
real dictatorshlp or the transltlon perlod of a clvll-war antl the fasclst
illctatorship". But! "Fa.sctam lsnrt a maBB novemeut. Iladlcallsm can count on
the lmmense maJorlty of the populatlont lyhlch of ths tlyo methods w1ll off6rr{n the lmmedl-ate future, ln the eyes of lmperlallsm and the agrlcultural bour-
!-.oLsle, the boet perspectives of etablllty ? A dernocratlc result or p€rspect-
l.ve Lsnrt sxcluded, but very probable" (13).

The altlcla we quote belongs to one of the rrogt capable rnll"ltants of thc
pertod, thB RoBarlo Btudent Davld A Siburu, who was a 0P student le&der, that
later broke wlth the CP, and wLth a sector of lto Etudent membera went over to
TrotskyLsn ( tNuova Etapar was edLteil ln Roaarlo). In the analysis of the
pollti.caI contradictLons ln Ar6entlna, he tends to copy thoae prevelent at that
ti-rne ln the European imperia.llst metropolls (bourgeole democracy or fasclsm).
It ls not taken lnto acco[nt that the metropollB that keep Aigentlna ln thelr
orblt (USA & Dnglanit) belong to the so-called tdemocra.tlc lnrperlallsmr. In
g6neral thB chara.ctelisetlon of the country o.s 8 semi-color\yr serves to present
the ArgentLne bourgeolsie, as a mere appendage of Imperlallem, wlthout ar\y
real 1016 of lts own: "(lrnperlal1sm) doe.g not concede to the Argentlne atate
even the mlnlmal forces of supervlslon over ltg buslness (...) A governrnont
that woulil not be the lnstrurne:rt of flnance capItal. ln the present clrcumBtancos
is, Ln general, l:nposstble" (f4). fhus, Argerrtlne polltlcs ,nould be a repetl!-
lon, ex post facto, of thnt exlstlng ln the lmperialls,t countrLes.

The mlstalre made ts that of seelng fasclsm as belng enqendered antagonlstlc-
arly b3' bourgeols democracyr and not by the f,roletarlan revolutl,on. lf the
r-rklnq c.]a6s lsrtrt the tlrreqt, fasclsm has no llace, ns an alterrratlve to
bour6eols denocratlc methods. i-'rre rrotices here :rrr rrbsa4te cf prc,grr._,;ra, then
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t 1a11s lntc lnpresslonlsr bv corlslderlng the .:k:1.):srlsrils betl'reen the rr(luCad
Sangs of oliAat.chlc natlonal.isnr and the radlcals is a clash betrveen the pol1t_Lcal suFergtnlctures of fasclsrn and ilenocra cy . L'r re,-rlit.y, th6y &re &n aspectof the poLl ce-state that acconrparrled the restor.a. tion of the bovlne ollgaxc hyconccrtrated 1n re wlnter-quariers of rChlll,ed ilee{ ' .irith reSard to prlrrclp1es, both 6iroups plrrcerl remsel ves ful Iy on those of

( 'Resurglr Bolchevi
_.e/as rather more nun

Cordoba and Rosarl o
Slburu). And unity
1n an eplsode which
Trotskylsin and r,r1l1

An epheneral unl ty.

the 1ntern8tlonh.I moveme nt for the IY. Interrratlona]. A lar ge polemlcal spacowia Civen over to- the nutuaL launchlng of personal lnvective rNE t accuaed th6leaderel of rT! ' of "thlnktng undlal ectl cal1y ". Illleesl replleal characterlslnc"C1t1zen Ontlveros', (A. Call.o) &nd bis f o:l lovrers as tinteLlectualo.l-ds r. Thelnterpretatlon of democ.raH.c centralism la also the obJect of d1spute. SomGdiscussion takea p}ace, al th ough of a aocondary n&ture, on the role of Radl cal-1..rm 1n Argentlne polltics, and ure mourn the fact that wa clo not poesess thcmat€rlaL (Ifa). At the end of 1934, E, Ie]ai ( 1.111, es ei ) ,'aecretary 8eneral ofthe LCI-BL" slgns an Open l,ette r proposlng unl ty: "It 1s argued on the otherhand that that unlflcatlon Ls not poss!-ble nor deslrable, wlthout a previouspolnt of agr€ement on the nationa1 questlon8. In the flrst place, such queatlonsdo not exlst, dlsconnecteal from the lnternatlonal probl erna; 1n Becond pLaco Iand even supposlng a multlple of matters of a aecondary type thelr eolutloncarrnot be the frult €xcluBLve 1y of phllosophlca] or...doctrinar y speculatLons Ibut must march ln rhythn wlth the Catly etruggles as the determ lnlng factor,and as the frult of a collective effort..." (14).
The ICI-BI haal managed to gather 17 members anal publlsh a trade unlon pap erquer) and a youth p&per ( rLuchae JuvenLles r ); the LCI ('NBt)erous, havlng mana ged to establlsh nuclei in La plata

(where lt had recrulted tho Cp student leader Danlel Awas attalnetl...s. fter th6 LCf-BL previousl y expelletl itrIlessl ,

The tyro groupa fuse at the beglning of 1935, rNueva lltapar and ,?ribuna
Lenlnlsta' disappear, to be replaced by '1v. rnter,aclonal r-. rt 1s probabrythe ollly occasion when one Trotskylst group exlsted 1n Argentlna.rlurlng tho perlod flrat we conslder, the rear organtsationar. (and political)weakness of tlle Trotsliyr,sts can be drvr.ded tnto, in general , factors i-ncluau,ngoften ones of a peraonal )1ature, ln othere arlsing slmp1y from rreglonal , (g";_graphical tllsperslon) causes. ts,t ln genera:., aft trre'gio,rp, ord !"r"or"consl-der the*selves part of' the sane rmovement', they "nrr it such', anil oftenlt 1acks a preclse contour. 

"tith 
that character, thl rmovementr has alwayeexisted slnce the foundlng of re flrst group, The statement of JA rtanloB about"the prolongod antl-Trotsl(ylst carnFalgn carrled out throughout nore tha.n thlrtJryears by the le.dlng group of the pcA, arr le rnore merltorlous and provlalcnt

- nasruchrls durlng many yea.rs TrotBkyist groups or tendencleE dldnrt exlat 1n-the country" (15)' does not seem to have been sbaretl, as Ramos hinnself initlcatea,by the 0P lteelf, from rvblctt an lnternal clrctrlnr fron L9)5 stated"TnoTgKyls!,1
rs A llrr,TER 0F' PitovocATolls (...) about the rj.ntrs nlth rrotskyi,Et elementa auch
as Dlllos, as Pino, as spector and as Pereyra, th,:y seek to establlsh the largest
possible number of contacts and bonds wlth cornr.rdeB of the party. vIhy ? In
order to uBe our most lnexperlenoed comradeB, &s channels to inform themsolvos
of the lnternal matters of the party, and to try to get thelr counter-revolut-
lona.ry polson lnto tt vla thorre channels. To riralntaln }lnkq.wlth thc6o peoplo
so avowedLy counter-revolutlonary anil enemles of the party, ls to lend oneself
to thetr manoeuvros and lt ls inconcel,vable that comrades would do it coneclous-
1y" (15).

'l1lthout nralntalning an organlc exlstence jjhe I'rotskyrst groupe would not have
been able to offer e home to the varl,ous sma1l sp11ts from the PCA 1n tha 19i0,s
and 1940's. ilamos (who trles to erase ar\y trace of hls ,Irotskylet past)
conBcl.ously fal8rfles reallty, and where lt ls contemptuously stated that durlng
tho l-93ors "1ts acherente (Trotskyism) do not exceed more than twenty or thlrtypeopre 1n the who].e repuhllc, a.nd its means of propagantla barely conslstett 1n
an lrregularly produced Journal nhlch replaced equalry lrregular papers of a

. rilest type, wlth l.ong sllences ln between", lt contradlcts prevloully stateilYacts 1n the same book (tZ).

temaLns obscure to ug. l,,111essl wiLl oont lnuc his llnks rlthreappeer later aB a leader.
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-tl-
'l:r9 11r{rrgallon 1n tile J.rr iireans n ;112'1^pr):,1',:: rrr..,,e1{.,e in tlrfi 8cl,r 7it:,, of the1'r.otsk-yt:ts, as lt doe{r not ;i,rst Llnlte re ,,"..,i "". .,f y,o-f.nvir,.,."r,"orp", nut,r:t eo others rlho had been o,_rtside both. Lreal,lrs ,.1 i; , ,,rrn.tr,ri;;;;,. (v,,troos 11rr.tIsr:ue appears 1n AprtI f9l5), ln Cordohr ihr lrif lf",,t Aqul.l.es 0arnonrll-e (rv)rov;orrld dre a fev; years lator) arrrl the noii;J-aD l'r.isL-rr rr,i.orr ( r,rrro iad partrclp-nted in tl). foundlnn (.on{Iress of the Bo!11,J_n}i r. ()n j.,r tirat city) start topubrish 'Aruerfu:a rli:r's' , a jn,"nal ,r rrr,i"ii ii-,re i.,,,res a"ppoer bet.reen June andDecsmher. I,uls liotffman r-ea.ls re pnbttlation, at the stat,t of 1.916, of aTrotsl<ylst l,fruenced J or-rrna1 ca,l.e&' ;;r;i;t;;, at the end of ,rat year the aamecomrade tr1's' !'/1 thort I sul'e?r':s' to creats rr rhroadr l:rouprnA arnled at intelrect-uals' cerled i^e$nacrr;n de p"opa{ian,ra ,arxista'. Fl.alry, Antonlo *ar.ro, leaderof trre /:roup, pJbi1"r,"a 1n .t9-)i ; ;;p;i;;-.;rltled rrhlther Ar.enrtna ?, (sub_tltled rpeoples Front or strr,.Sg1e ror-"o"rrrrsi;i"u'a"""i"u''r"^lui.r,{lrr" ,rrnjf;"}::t-"t"" or the sp, rvhlci-wourrr noon-"piit anrr rorm ,r" r".iii" soclalrsta

rt rs 'tntgrestlng to ohserve how rn the pa.np)rret t,e centraf rdeas confualng.ly tar:e shaoe whtch urirl riistrn,gulstr-ttre 
-majrrity 

curre,t insirle A.centineTrotsl(ylsn untrr 1941 , onrr vrhosJ rnfr*errce'ir.r_r- extend 1tse1f much further:'rlllarianet ti (Iea-der of the socrali=t i;i;; later of the pso and the cp _ author,note) atfunlts ths.t the only rey to tree'ir,u 
"n,rr,t"y from the dominati-on ofmonopoly capital ls through the revolutlonar;r struggle of ilu pioietarfat.Thon, rvhnt doeB the stluggle fo:: 'natlonai llberatlon, mean ? aybe thoproletarlat as such does not represent ,r" rri"t""ii"r"ti"""t" nr'tno .r,rtton,ln the samg sense that i-t tends to libera.te a1r the rrocrar "i."o""- by 1tB {rctr-orand to s[persede then-hy its i*sappearance ? But, for that 1t necessrtates,preclsel;,, not confusLnE oneself iritt, tt," 'na"tlonal , fnterests irrtf"l or" tf,oo"of the bou::geor.sler as, rt t-" tt,e ruling cJ.ase) vrhlcrr cn the interior end exterl(p)ane sharply contraCict. Oo that such c slolJan is llalnly false (...) affirmirour view tha.t on,1-y the socrar-lst revo]-rr br-on can be the stage which corresponds- to speak 1n those r-rnpleasant card_index t ez,nr sr, tha.t prevent the \,Iorkers under_standlnr.lhat i-t corcerns - to the colonial an,1 senr-cr,1orri-al oountries,,.Politic&l1y, the altern:tive oontlnLled bei.nrl- "demoor""y o" fr,u"iom,,: ,,tocazry out now a po1Lcy sgalnst radlca1.1sm, wor:f d be ," ..roneo,ro as to s.rly

-orie-self u'l-th lt (... ). Tr ths pr:esent ei.i'curngtances of rlefence 1n whrch ,the
worlrlng class flnds ttcelf, to r.,rake of tlren (the r";g;;B;i""'n".."""t ?arty _tiuthorts note) an l,mediate enemy, worrld b" o. u"".rr. ono must malntaln ataclt alliance, to support them inasmuch as it vrorr.,r te rnarspensabre, anrt indeternlned conditlons, against the declared reaction, pu'hing ther forward byour action" (IB).

Thrrs, before the alrlance-wlth the bourgeolsle arld the theory crf revor_utronby st&qes of the partlsans of the poFular Front, ure r,cr pr.posea, rlot cra'Blndependencc ln the struggre for natlonal lrberatlon, nrrt the srrppresslon,pure and slmple of natlona.l l.iberatlon fron the Frograrnme of the iroletarlat.rn the event thls 1ed to abstentlonr-sm 1n the tace or trre acmocraiic probrema,and to leave the J-nrttatJ.ve r.n reratlon to thern, to the partie' of th6 rdemo-
cratlc' borrrgeolsle (those flroy sousht to iarirr:arloe) - just at tne rroment thatthey, tlrrough thelr gro";ing lnte8ratlon lnto the p.llttcal systen of tharlnfamour: deca'le | 

' d.emonstrntert irr1ly relr rncapaclty to corfront them,rn rrv. rnternacJ-on'.lt [o 3 (ir.,,y ']6) ot]rer oonsequencss &re .rra,rn out of
_thls theory (1n a progra,n.rtJ-c a.rtlcle c,tl -e,J ,'\,rihat rlo the partlFanB of the1V. Tnternatlonal want ?"): ",.. recognltlot, cj. the interlatLonal and thereforGpernanent ch"racter of the irroletarlan rev,rlu tion; re;j ectton of thc reory oftsoclallgnr ln one cou.ntr)r' ts, v/ell as the J.rr,1i_:y of ,tatlonal contrnunlsm whlchcompretes 1t (na.tlonal ltberation).,,!) agiri.nsr socj.al patrlotr-srn an.r natronaldefence. ror revolrrtlonary defeatlsm 1n thr: face of thl war and lts preparat-lons" (19). The eompar:lsron of ArEentlna with a.n imperlalist metropo.l_is 1s heretotal . A 'na.t1onal corr'.',runJ.s'r' pnveloped behlnrl t'he cloqan of rnationar rlber_atLonr, and ccndemnerl hy tso1 shevlsrn, had eristed in Germaly 6prlng the revolut-1on of 1921 , ir-r g tt concprneil an lmperinl 1st r:orrnt.y in thls ca.se. To arrnounceoneself ln prlnclple agarnst flre 'natlo;r::r. defence' of lrgentl,ar v,rhich 1sneverthe:l-es6 recognlre,l a.s a sernr-ecronl', pra-ces the Tz'o tsl<yi,sts 1-n a po'ltionof pro-lnrpertallst neut,allty ln the ""oo or a po:l-1ti"a1 or .,rlritnry eonflrctbetween Arg;entlna and trnper:1a11sn, That ,r16,1]6 he prscisely the casl tn thes'rbsequent poJ. l.ttcal per1ori i.nil the polr tJ.ca1 perspectlve of th6 Tr:otskylsts



aho)e{l I'P

The fallrre of the LCI and 'entrts'n I ln the ISC'
to be false fro'r tLte start.

oo"iil!';nr.r"ts 
sLrbsequentl'y en'led up-ccntrol1lng the PS0 centre ln Lrnlers

\-- (Buenos rrr.o" r"o'i";;i, 
-;;; 

trrey put'rrsr'r th'"u inu''"" of rrzqulerda' organo

da afillados ,'"'' iiiiiiu"ti'' rrorn' I ot'"t"t'n"1o 
- 
lrugu s t 1938' f'lemberstllp of tha

At the start of 1916, the l,CI ciranged lt'; nrir'' lnto F'rrtldo Obrero' It oper-

aterl for s1x mcnths rvlth that nane. tt lSlr't rjl-c-r \',hether it concerned a

.-.strple chance of labe1 or a ref1ectton of a rc'I tncrease ln a'ctlvity' ln
)Yhstevercase,.thequlc](&baYtdon,rentoft})qnatleseenstolnrllcatetheSreat
.tlfflcultleslnsxructurlngagro.,llnqnumberofrlert:bergintoasollilMarxlst
or4lan!-satlon, capable or n6t cltt.rpsinn ln re .race of ihe lneviiable rtlfficu-
]'tleB.Thasubsequenteventswouldconflrrnthl.sidea.In.]unethePartldo
obrero transforrled ltself back lnto the I,CI' Its activlty starts to experienco
a EyBtenatlc alecllne' .wlth cl4na of rllslntegratlon' C Llacho' at that tlne B

jori'n*fl"t on 'La Raz6n', had vrlthdra-wn. fron the LCI wlth illfferences and l'as

iccuslrg Galto of ,,t"vi"s plaglarlseit" ln the above rnentloned pamphlet. Llacho

wa6' accordlng to Lt'boriJ .tueio, another of the rrllsctplest of Raurlch' At thB

entt of 1915 fre Jotrea the SP to srork I'n lts left rv!'ng ' \rhlctr became the !s0
soon after. 'thus began the rentrlsrn r ' A1I rescarch lnto thts perlod of
lrgenttreTrotakylsmvlll-havetotakelntoaccountthlsentrLstexperlencet
overwhl.chtherelsrola'ckofrnaterlal.Thel,0lhadnosuccesslnbulldlng
a rworkers party,, lt founr! lterelf lsolated frorn the l'Yorkera movement, I't had

been marglnallsed aurlng the lrrportant strlkes of 1933/)6' !'rlateo Foasa' who

led the woodworkers strike of :r4)4, Lrad had an lmportant role in the construct-
i"i "tiff." 

.f 19J6, anal preslded cver the foundlng congress of tha coT ln that
year' was not yet t ttot"tyf"t ml1ltant' havin8 cnly sympathy for thelr lileaa

.- (20). Thla natlonal Isolailon 1s relnforced by lsolatlon from the lnternatlonal
movement, wlth rvhtch only Yleak l{nks exl6t' I'he entrlsm waa undcubtedly

lr"pit"a'tv tlte r['rench turn', that letl Fuccesoively to the tr'rench and Us

Trotekylsteenterln!'thesPtgwlththeBlrncfJ-ntervenlnglntlreevolutl.onof
the left wlng and stren4thenlnS thelr poaslbllttLes of recrultmant (the spEnlsh

maJorlty refused t;-;;;y rt out). II1-_those ca.ses lt yras the oblect of speciflc
resoluttonatyttr"l"o'O"tst'tpottheICL(thelntdrn4tlonalorganlaattonofth€
followers of trots'ryi and lei to serlous polem!'cs and even spllts vrLth some

who oppoee' entrlsm" ifn-p"i.,"fpf"' (1e. tle 0ehler factlon ln the llSA). Th16

wasnrt the eaoe ln Argentlna'
-ThediscusstcnontheatlvnntaBesofentrlsnrspllttlreranksoftheArgetrtlne

LcI (l callo led the opposttLon)--and lts carrylne out presented ltself rather
llke a phenon,"rro., oi ii'" t''""t-'p' After Lla;hoie entiy anil the fornatlon of

the pSO, thc atudent sectors of i,a plnta (,ritt 'Oo.e" 7,i?.os',.Relna1tlo I'rleerlo)
and Cortloba (,rr , ido"iui---eit"t'n" ney) or the LcI' Jotneit lt' The rantl-

entrlstsi of the l,ci t'ega' to itislntegrate - 1'ts last bul-let1n appearetl 1n

December 19J7. rrr"fiJ', they also try to enter the PSO (Gal1o htmself trled
unguccessfully to rto so) '

0n the IS0 nott fng-""i' ls vrltten' The most common verslon presents lt as

\- a mere append"*u oi--Etoit'"t"n" Ind'eed 1t d1d pose a Peoples I'ront wtth the

partlclpatlon ot =iti"lf"tu and corrmunlats' and varLous of lts leaders end up

lator 1n the c?: ninito rrtarlanettl' Ernesto Girrdlei' Llut at the end of the

1930ts nany of lts ntlltants vill retllrn. to the sP (21 ) anit some' Ilke Joaquln

coca who poses a tvp"-"i-;"'ti-"o""""a' (a conservatlve coa']ltlon whlch govern-

eil throu4h ,u 'pu'ilioifc fraudr) front bet'reen radleals and soclal-lsts' wlll

evolve tovarrl" ",ti;;;ii;'! 
0oca will nllitate ln tho l'abour Partv shl-ch

nupported fit" "nnoiio"y 
of ?eron' The. serron of the Trotskytste achleveil a

certaln ,"p"."or.urir.-" Ii ,""*" hasty to "i]o.r*"t"rt"e 
the P-so aa a crystalllsctl

"ttll:t;:"i:;Jt:i; "'8"1"e themserve..in r ractlon (or ractlons) withln the

?So. That 1ed uV f,i"'ii.-prUllshes a mlmeoryraphed paper rFrente. Proletalio -

Bolet{n aet uarxtsii n".'oio"io,utro ' (flv;'ts:qu"" tpi""" between August antl

uecember 1937) . ai"ti" "io"t 
of 1918 tn co"ion" ttrey rrcfa a rlatlonal confer-

ancer with members f"om that cltyr no""o"-ii"i" and i'a Plata' In August that

year (a Lltt1e befoie-in" e"n of- i"ntrtsn") they publlsh a Journal called
,I{rr"xlsmo, orgrno j"'r"-- irr" "t or, marxlsta r""oi""ion""ra dei rarttdo soclallgta



I'$O 1' ttrrlsrnl a

mov err e rl t i l.,a teo i;csse deflnitlvely inserts )ll."s^l
[{s rerrllershi p ( ,?2), l'or:sa hirrsell' and $orrro otltrr millta.nts succerle 1n be1n4

candldntes fo lcputies 1n the ) egtslatlve clPcti-ons: rr:r<.rrr': tlt,om llcrl cro Ur'1sta r11

1:,-ter to he known ns J PoBadns) .":hc [ratl 1'1'ry'C l.n or';','r nlslng tlte f ootnear

.t,

er. i.tte, the 'lrot:!kJilts to a) tr^ct tir' r"- i

tlon, to fttlt tller,.:elves |rore itr contact irl- tlr
)'r,ati,i njv troi, ii?.:i r

nrohl lr.s of the :iork.r.'s
f lrrf^ the rrl"c!,erlrent' to 1)a:in

.\ rc
1-ndrrstry rtnion of Cot'doba, 4nd tekino advarl't!:.'! of hi.s rela bive I'roiorle tJ as a

footballer 1n the Fs!tudiartes of I'a. Plata t€i-'m pr.'or,je2tsr itlr,rr:e1f a.s I carttlldate

1r.r thn t city. Trotslrylst pol-icy torrnr ds ttre (iF lr]vclye{ ootivity dlrecLed
essenti-a11y "8alrrsrt the strateAlc ""11la

nee :,/lth the borrl'Aeoi:rle, naterlallsed
ln the policy of the Peoples lront' Urrder the perl of Orostes (ihlc)1d1 the CP

6tated: "Among the sYorn enemles of the clernocrltic alliance are the frotskyists.
Thelr role does not orlgtnnte 1n thelr !.nslgnifle;rnt nu,nber.'llhelr role orieln-
ates Ln thel.r activity of eabotalle, they strIPly qr8uments against the Ieoples
I.ront, they try to Saln trlbutres, tlley lntroduc" the selves 1)1to the other
.,vorkers parttes to iurther tiretr resolute irntl-comrrtunist actlon (...) Coverlng
thernselvls ln the ,JemBgogic slogan of the p]'oletartan revolutlon ln the present
sltuatLon and condltlons, ttrey try to lsolate the CP, sp11t the \Toxkers movenralltr
sabotage any nttempt at unity (...) One must str:ugggle wlth the greatest
intenslty elgatns t the lileologlcal lnfluence of Trotskylsrn" (21)'

Let us look at the progranrratj-c fundament-e of the Trotskylsts crltlque of
tho Peoples i'ront. The factton leil by Lla.cho stated, 1n tlls ftrBt Lssue of
rFrente Proletarlot (an artlcle entltled tOur rroposals'): "The demand of the

,_, socta.:-Ist (democratlc-sociaList) and permanent character of the proletarlan
revolr!tlon ln ttle country. The demand of Proletarlan Lnternatlonallsn ' The

antl-tmperlallst struggll ls, in the end' I stru[181e agalnst the natlonal
bourgeolsle".

the theoretLcrll confuslon ls total. I r.evol-utlon ls proclalrned that Y'ould

bedemocratlcnnasocLallrrtntthename'bl'lt,e'oj:tnayheltwouldpogsesstwo
;i";;;;;;;;;or",, at-r""oo 2''nd opposod, at the sanle tlne. rn re,rlity. l-t concerns

an atte,npt to ovorcomer vla an Lclectlc forrnula, ttle probLem of the cllarfr.cter

of tlre tasltg of the rcvolution. r.urthermore, cvel] tlp to the Jol.ds losln,q arly

neanlnS: 1f the a'rtl-1'rperlalls t 3truggle in' in the o)'1' against the natlonal
bourgeoisle, lt cannot even be s'een YIhy lt !:hould be called such'

A:l,.ttIelater,lni{o4:''Theilusglan]ievclrrtlon(lelnongtlatestll,lttlloae
whocl&lmttlepossttlllltyofaolvl.ngthedemocratlcproblcms-nntlonalllber-
oiion, p"""rnt-ana petty"bourgeols quentl-ons - v/1thin the bourgeols reglma'

are tra.ltcrs to tne-froietartat, nnri ttla.t they ate dan,Ierous confuslonlsts who

discontrect the strugile for national Ilberr.tlon and de'0ocratlc libertl-eB lron)

the soctallst revoluilon,'. In the only lssue of rHar.xlnmot It stated: 'rln the

strullgle oqalnst trnperl.allsm, the party shouLd support the follovlnE slogan. :

1n the Areentrn" ,tu'poiir", i, .sr"o,r"ni.rvtth the ttl;iecttve conr'llt1ons, econo'nlc

1- and po1ltlca] , tner-e ts no struggle agalnst ll:perlallsrti dlsconnected from tbe

otruggle arsl.nst the natlonal nourgeoisle 1n lts totBlity' Ilntlonnl llberatlon
1111 be rea1lr.'?d hy the prol.etarlai only asl lsatler of the othe? oppressed

sectollsr struggllng a''a io":'nn poli tlcal po;ver' r-'ntl the dnnger of an lmperial-
ist interventlcn n111 enrll trhen capltatlsm is overthrown by the tnternatlonal
proletartan revolutlon" (24).

The concesalon to btle 'ns}ttonnl liberot:Ior' Iosltlol.t 13 here only verbal'
The for:r'.ru1a of tn" iu.',"'ra!.lt revolrrtlotl is poserl in rcverge' In lts orlglnal
forrlulntlonr tne peirnanerrt reuolutlon axpl''Lnn the dynaraic thlrt &11ows the

proletarlat'strpportlnrltse].fonthede:no]rat,icrevolution(nationalliberatlon,
aSrarlanrevol,rtlon)to{3'l-ntolltica}po'rer.rllrltc.ltartthesociallstrevol-
ution v,rhlch cannot stop itseli ,u:thin tire nntionrl frame,rork and tTansrforms

ttself lnto lnternatlon:r'l' revolutlon' '1'he '1'rctnlryls'' ';3rrt- 
dolrn tlr" luvar'se

roacl: they started frolr the cnrreluslon (tha talrln'1 of Fover) 1n crder to- .-
explatn tile potnt oi d"pa.tt'to (the tasl(s lrnd class dynamlcs of the revolDtlon)'
The f.ornul& ,..r n"""=""11..,, {'n1slfte4: on,-". at',ln tl)e strulsle aqeLnnt lmper-

lal.isrnnrtd11,rn11,61'r;lennrJ.trrtthen't'tl('irrlht'rrrrenl.nlenl:eputorlthestare
p1.ane; :n'l lnstnarl oi orrtnhl .l'qhttrr tlte eorr-o1'rtlon betvreen the ':trulrlll e aqalnst
irnpcrlalls,n and ^1.1'r.:t the horrrgeot,alr ( 11. .n.tlone1. ntrrrfolt. r:'arr cnly be

\-conslstenthyme,i-n']ofthgClnnsstrrrgr,),e;tl]thoetrl,]r]q]"eara1n.]tlmperiall.sm'
the antaqonlSrn \1r-th the na tiolis.l ttflrrlloolei-e 1r'! sl).rrnened 3nd nct 11eal(ened) '
ttrey are rxn(le rLdelrtl.:t..1. T:r. r'lisn.trorrn role ol tlrin sq6enrn ocnaLstR ln hj'dl)rtl

.1



1.,

a i'i'!nctiror)l-1r 'leed (.rf ,1rrl,'r, h6 ,:.as f orrd) rrr'-^-! hi ente. iDto 'fr),. r.;.i,rorogy'(; 'l) : r,u the occaslon o f tile rec'.ptlon f or itr.,rsev. I t lle gets ll1,,tse1f ttlr.o,,vn.Lrt (.f the prcmlses ol the jh.lraber of Leputie. 1fr.r shoutlnli ,'DolvD with liorthIrxcIicalT lrrperiallsnrJ '' - tJel cre the yankee Jr.,er!iaicn r:. That earne year, o,, thenr'r;:rsl6p of ar investl.5a tlorr oi1 the meaDsr of. {,tcfea4 j.tij cirlture a;3l.1nst the.ivnnce of fnsclem, he "/olll_rl dryly r.eco,r",1d: ,,the r,se of n riachin,_._1iurr,,.Tlrcre ,?as p i.'nve on cr:itrcls'n rlSarnst rrlm, r,ic.Ludiriii f.ronr the 6talrni.rts them-selv's. ,lrrsto toorr .,rva,.rtnre of flre occaslon to rl,: er.k vrr r flrenr, pubrlshlngan "open T,etter to the conrilrnist comrades - irreakl.nq wlth the ,r,hird rnternat_1ona1", 1n which he orr-tlelses the national and llrternatronal polrclee ofstaJ inLsrn, the Irosco'J,.r tr1a1s agalnst re old /-lolshevlks, proclilnlng his s01ld-arlty wlth 'llotsky B.nd tire necesr.,ity of a nerv lnterxatlonal. Althcugh h1ebreak has an lndrvldual ch:r.rncter, it rioesn't stop 1t ha.,lng a cer.taln reper-cusslon. The open letter uras publlsheit by the weir known ;Ir".roi ,crarldadr
and ever] reproduced by the Chilean Trotskylsts wlth propagi.ndlst alms.rmmerllately he began actrvrty on the questlon whrch at tnat trme preoccupledthe whole country, especlally the lnte1l,ectu.a1 midrire class: the clvll wa.r i.,Spaln. IIe publlshed a paFer (,itspaia obrera,) in wh1ch, "s *eli as lnformatlo.the feoples [ront porlcy was crltlclaed, the repression agalnst the louu of ]i1!and f'1aur1n was denounced' and the poaltlons of the IV. fnlernatlonal defanaled.Liborlo Justo wasnrt afrai-d to confront .relther hls class nor hls frrenda ofyesturdayr but probably hls personallty corresponried more than an;, other inArg.ntlna at that time wlth that of the "type of rrember', of the 1i. rnternatlona1, desclbed by frotsky: ,,...the lV. Internatlona] haB regrouped courageouselement6 who do not rnlnd ,qcring agalnat the cr.U.rent,..tnteillg;nt people whohave bad characters, a1!'/ays indlsclplrned...but arways ,oru I" rese ,outardere,
eeperatec frorn the cenerar current of the v,'orkers movement. Ther.lr gr.eat varueevldently hss lts ne6'atlve slrle, because whoever swlna egalnst the current cennot be tled to the masses" (29),

Ills personallty, hls antecedents, hls own politrcal cultuxe an.L even thepersonal resorlrces of vitlclr he dlBpoBed lllven his social situation (29) pra_dlspcsed hl-rn to play from the start a readtrrr,: role in the Argentlne ,r'rot'kylst
movernent. The 7. 'rovemrter rg)7 t n,lth the receipt of a lettei frorn Dlego nlvera(the. famous r:exlcan painter' frlenri of rrotsky and lv. rnternationar mamber)about the Amerrcan Fre-conference of the 1y. rnternattonal as the motlve, Justoarranged a rneetlng ln hls house rn_whlch repl,esentatlveg of a1r the ,tendencles
of. the movexnent took part. Justo (known as riJernalr) posea tir" necousfty ofunlted actlon, frrstlv the publlshLng of a Journal ,'wh1ch ferr through (i."-"ry"hecause of the attltude of the 

"orr",1"" vrho had entered the pso, representedby Llacho, who pre.ented themselves &s a group, rvhlch turned oui unacceptabrefor rrs wtro beLteved thlt r,'re rnust treet o,.,.se1ves as 1nd1v1dual",; iJcl _-;-;;;."whlch sholys hi. caudlrlisno (caurillro = chlef or fiihrer - note uy'lranslator)."lve"' that ls the rantl-ertrlsts' (for Ju.qto the entrlsts rnade the mlstakeof not publlshln6 an indepandslll 1V. Irrternntlo,slis!t o.grn), i"O Uy .to"to,Ga11o, 'Jlr anC l,,tlleesl (who at that tlme held offlce ln the leadershlp of theIISA, a unlon centre for ed rfter the sp1itt1,r: of the CGT 1n 19lti) declded toJolntly prrblish s.ch a jorrrnal . The proJer:t i,.,a s delayed, accord.ryi to .JuBto,by the 01d perscnal .ils,rqrp.-'nenta between (;e11o and i,ii1e;sl, vriricii-enaea rvtththe latter wJ.thdrarvlng hin,:rc1f. In .IulJ. 19)G tne only J.ssue of ,Nuevo CursoIappeared, reproriucln4 esr,-eltlally artlcles frorrr the iiiternatlonal Trotskylstpress. A littl.e 1ater, !r5i 1essl, rJ!'and a Aroup of foLloryere start to publlshrrnlelar', which ,ou1d. con*-nue appearrng ,nirt is+r ""d ".;;;pii;i an rmport_ant rol e of regroupment.

'Iventuslly, 
Justo and ca11o would also part, arso for rpersonal reaeonsr.rn that moment of dlsperslon (the group Lnsice ttre rso ls about to be expeller!and flnds ltse1f dlsorlentat'-'ri by its ll e"derr, carlos r,lachoi" ouuiao-unt oractlvlty) Justo decrdes to !:tart n crusarre r,gainst the 'evris,-oi irgentine'r'rotskylsm, publ ishlnr s.-prihtod pnrn;,rr1.ot: "iio", to get out of the swamp,,. rtlenrt short on Fersonal 1lvc,:tive (njuana _t,rr lrla 1s, FrccordlnA to dallo, the4rpentine 'rosn Luxeinb.rg. '!,1e .rr'ee. rihe has a certaln physr-ca1 1i.keness...I'1r de Pedi.rre, a bJ.g revclriionsry - phl.slcaJ ly _ ...l,ii1essl wlll be in hlsplace rlaktnlz hlrn!telf teader of th; n&;f;a1 fnrty...!,he strong point of Ga11o1e his s.iuriles on the tanqo.,..etc.) pollti"oi. crftfquns, critiques of oplnlonserpresse.t lt ca.fe conyers:r ti.'ns, eriiiques oi prrtlosophlcal conceptlons and



even the ar
- tt -

tlstlc tnstes of thc 'loaderar, 1nstl.!, pro1,r:sals respontllr:1 to l,Ie
questlon 1n the t1t1e. fnrmedlately thoae affecte,l tenrled. to group thenrFelves
on the frlngea and a8alnst dusto, even NarvaJa, the on.ly one for rvhlch he
observed a certaln compaselon ("a capable an(i iDtell.igeirt cornrade cf the
11ttora1"). But nruch of h1s crttlclsm was ained rlghtly &t evl-dent vLcea of

:-the Trotskylst membera of the country. fn hls l.nbervicri, rvlth Trotsky, !'ossa
had conplnlned thRt a Cood pa.rt of the .llolsIevik-[,enlnlsts of A.rgentlna were
rcaf5 nrlsturbators' (11). Justo showed a vrj.l1 to m1l1t1te serlousl,y, vrhl,ch
galned hlm the support of certain sectors (the t.La Pla.ta students I Eroup of
tlorge Lagos, a aroup of ianarchlst studentsr headed by Jorge Abelardo llamog -
Servlgnae - 'Irlan' llateo Fossa hlnself) wtth !.rhlch he began to publ,lBh ln
Aprtl 19)9 'La InternaclonalI (Iater rLa Nueva Internaclonal') whlch wl1l be
the basls on whlch the Con (ltevolutlonary ti orkers Croup) wl}J- be conatructed.

The Goit proved Ltself very sctiver publlshlng l-ts press ln a larEie prlnt run
- 5OOo and even loc)oo copl-es on the occaslon of the assasslnatlon of Trota$r,
1n splte of the meagre nurnber of members, some fifteen.

lleverthelessr the organisatlon effort, dld not Lrlde the lmpatlence to bulld
an lmportant polltlcal group wl-thout passing through a patient ml,l-Itant workt
the maJorlty of papere were glven out ln factory gateways and publlc 6quares.

A transport worker - a Yugoslav - rvho partlclpated I'n tha coRr remeurbarg:

"Quebracho (new pseudorlym for Justo - authorre note) dtsplayed an extraordl,nary
sctlvlty Ln the rnovement, explaj-nab1e by hls econonrl-c condltl-one, hls wlll to
work ln a novement under hls leadershi-p, hls ldeologlcal asaetB, ln addltlon to
a certaln better aecurlty ln l11ega1 work than any other nlll,tant coul'd enJoyrl

\(l?). vhlch d1d not impede flrst l,agos (frtgerlo), leavlng GoR, at the end of
iifg, fn dlsagreement wlth the slogan of Inatlonal llberatlon' (about Ytrhlch we

intendl to occupy ourselves) tn order to form his oyrn groupt then Ramos (l'n a

much more obscure dlspute ln whlch he trted to expel .Iusto) who together wlth
ni" fofto"rur" (etx stutlents according to the above quoted T'orker) formed the
Bolshevlke LeninigtE - to vhich one nust adit Gal1o himself, who hatl loatarteal
itre-pruff catl on of rNueva Btapat and reconstltuted the above mentl'oned LCI'
The tlnlclal' group matle gone attemPt at unlty at the end of 1919 whlch fa1]6d'
butattractedsome-tllspelsedmllltants.AllttlelateritcamaacrosgaBroup
of "lndependent", p"otttfy a new epllt fron the cl" (33) attempted to forn a

cornmlssLon or unrlcatLinl rvrri ctr didntt succeetl in unltlng all" the groups, but

allowed the r.-rovlng "i;;;;'of 
,In1clal r, t'ilueya Etapar, the 'La_Plata group"

that !of Rosarto, ana-even that rof Cordoba' (animated by Posadas, anct whlch

woulal soon return to iis-i"itf":' lsolatLon)' It ls th16 process to which orza

(the t:ransport worter-i entloned ) refers - eeperatLng hlmself at that tlme frotrr

GORr ,rupon rts corstit;it.r, itl 'Iniclal' gioup tmiedlately. started to dellmlt

themselvoB two poettional one whose "1n 
p"io""'patlon was the antl-stall'n16t

struggle, "r,a"a "*ptli"i'e-ii""rt 's a" "'t1-tari1"t """"nt 
("') thls ldeol-

oglcal dl8crept.,"y l"a us to form another group' the L18a Obrera Soctallsta'
rade up of Cntlveros, lflglre]., [,1echa'. tuarga, Angetlca, !ernandez, the group of

-tramway workers from the raliway workahops ot lt't"t and of other mllltants'

wlth the adherence of the l'a ?1ata group - Lsgos - and that of 
'Rosarlo 

-
llarvajs. In reality lt--r." tr," only Trttstytlt gro,rp whlch had a certaln

worklnE clase basa' it'"'tof" of thloretlcai ur.tin" was carrled out by Ontlv€roE'

ffiil:,"ffi;"lll;i:oi'." q"-rr" rr, i,,tarch.]940, and ln Julv' Rarnos antl hle group

Joln the LOS. f" "pp"t'n""" 
ttra vast rraJorlty of the Argentlne partl6ans of

the lV. rnternatl0nal"il;;";"i;;";.--a"l"ar=ou"slon is the slsn oF the tlmc:

Lagos ond Posadae "'l'""i-ti"i"e:lvus" ' 11ttie tater' returntn€ to thelr

"reglonal r,a"pe'aenle;l- irl""""irtnal conference of the Los planned for the

entl of 1940' ao"u t'oi't*tt"-;i";;' tte r'os'-'r'rch had wrttten to the Executlve

Commltteeofthelv.Internatlonal-I]owremovetlfromParlstollewYorkbeoausc
of the war - asklng t"r-r"l"grrtion aa the sectlon, would have to lower its

'"'illliili; the (l(rR' 1n rvhlch ateo Fossa lrad staved' redoubres itB efforts

thanks to ttre ^ctfvfiy of A''tur'r'o"f'o' contlnrea Fubllshlng its press and

Btrensthens rtserr rnlolp";;;i;; ;";".worker8 nuclel ln neslstencla and

ly',endoza. fn l'ray fS4f fi'f"":'" itrat lts grorvth 1s sufflcient to enable 1t to

trangforn ltse1f lnii in"-i,r.O. obrera Rrvolucionarla (LOR).

'-Ihe problem of nntlonal llberation'
If we have dvrel]ed & llttle on the fl-r:Lrre o': Quebracho' lt 1s becausa hla
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tthe contradlctfon irraconservatlve ( tne philo-fasclst Fresco) who was the symbol ltself of the

the latter wou l_ d lnteryene the prov irrce of Buenos itlre
'patrlotlc fr aI opposltlons (conservatlves,/r&d1ca1 s

aud r. The old politlcradl cal s,/Boclal1sts, 5ocla11sts,/cosr munlete, etc. ) tended to cede ground tothe", newer ones, a breath of the Ieoplec !'ront had gone through the st.ree tsof Ba. As.
a ntl clpa tl on of the llernocratic Unl on of 194 5 IJOR PDI, CP and SI,.'xithir the Trotskylst movement, Quebracho occupie because of his orvn

when the trlbune of 1, Llay ln 1936 Eave re

d

fuAe to a fcrmldabl e

famlly ba ckSround and experlence, a prlvlLeged PIs ce fr om rvhich to analyaethe confllc ts In the nidst of the Argentlne bourgeoisl a He dld tt witheharpnesn ln a geries of artlcles and pamphl et s I where he slmllarly trled toflx the llnes of FoI1tlca1 conduct for the Trotskyists to adopt. It ryaa theseposLtlons whl,ch clearly hastened the polltlcal d lvergenclee. Iie wlll transcrlb€sone as brlefly as posslble.
"Argertlna 1s a aemi-coronial country ti.ed to lrnperr.alrsrn. Thls srtuatlonI's derived, ln the first r.nstancsr fronr its condltlln as an agrsrran-rlveatockbased country, ri,hlch places lt beiore the l&rge indratrlal countrles, 1n adependent sltuatlon anaroploue to that 1n whlch the country flnrrs rtself rn

**:,n|":t of.the town. Argentlna has been, through ,rqy yer.", a type of econ_,mlc appendalle ot l'urope, and particularly of Er:gland, whlch abeorLe a }arBepart of lts productlon. Thls situatr.on completelJ, deformed the harmonlc
development of the productrve lorces of the country, paralyelng lts lndustrlalevolutlon and th6 concomitant creation of an internal nrarket, at the same tlma
aLlovring the Argentlne cattle-ralslng ollgarchy !'rLth peralrel interesta to
Ing11sh lmperlallem - to perpetuate themsalvee in power untll l-t conatltutes
the maln brake on the progress of the republlc (...) ulpdllto lrigoyen,
arthortgh not in th6 form which the real lnterests cf the countr.y demand, neant
a. 11ttle reaction against this state or' thlngs. I,herefore he xraintalned
Argentina neut/a1 durlng the firet r.rorld war, therefore he trled to nationalise
oll and thcrefore, aIso, tire oligarchy atrd inperiallsm cverthrew h1m (...) the
RadLcal Farty v/as not dlslodged f]'om po.'rer because lt was really antl-ollgarchic
and antl-lmper1n.1istlc, but because it lva:l a had servant of the ollgarchy and
irnperia.I1srn" (15). To keep ourselves to the es!:e,tl-al, titles and sub-tltIas
of other articles i,111 give a.n j.dea of thej-r corjtentr ,'The soclallsts of tha
Casa del IuehIo, bellcose vanguard of Anglo-r, elrch imperlallsm - The stallnisto
rnalntaln a 'nerrtrall-tyr at the service of nrzlnnr (at the tlme of the Iolotov-
Plbbentrop pact - author rs note) - frre Argentlrre people do not want to go to

. 1e alaurhter. 'fhe volce of neutrality e;rtenris.ltself thror-rq:hout the country -Ye rnalntain neutrnllty, not in the name of tp6lrto rrls,oyen, but l-n the naoe
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country moves t olvards the es tablls rom thE nazi )reat Ttre
the open struggle bet,.reen the oI14

a s tr.o ng rlrernment , resul tlnf: j.rorn

lmperlallst garyIg Should we su brn
ect or,s connccted to :e strusellng

\- lsn or strug6l1e for nat i onal Liber:lt1on ?', To rcunC ctlt the thoughts of JuBto
lnp erial -

we wll]. see hls answer t o thls last questicn 'The Yr.nkee tu t ela€le 1s plefer-able to mlEery today t h1s has been conve]:ted i ilto the volee of order of theArsentlne cattle- raisins bou.rgeolsle ( .. . i1e ut11i.se the evldent decllne andposslble flnal fa11 of Einqitlsh l,rrp erl&f i sm, vhich has the count ry enchalnedand paralyses 1ts Progress, tn order to achleve cur economlc 11beratlon. It1s lnpcsslble to renaln ifipassivc befole the persp ective of those hngllshcompanles o:l publl c-servlces, :Industrla] enterp'rlses, agrl cul tural companl.esand banks cha nq1 ng ownere and goln€ lnto US hands, as a legacy of wa-r, as allthe Irosslbltttle s seem to lndlcate. The same c3.n be sald of terrltorles whlchlegltlmate1y bel ong to Argentlna, Iit(c the lalvlnas. The Argentlne peopleshould demaod and take neasures to get restltutlon of all that belo[Es to lt1'tre people has before 1t a.l ouble rcad on Frhich tir13 dus.l perspectlve

of .,,;c rtl er s Irrtpr.n.ltlonali.sr.n lj, ir 11IrSA prepares itself to ' prot€ct, l,
rprc li

rica J'

o to tie ln tire servLce of

rcte I lllrrcf.e lron ijnl<l:Lnde rlitler
atln Arnc
hment of
archtc s
it and g

( )
rvl11 open up: to struggle for natl oral llberatlor or to submlt ItseLf and togo and d1e 1n the servlce of !nperla1lBm vrhlch oppressee and explclts lt.Its van€uarC, the revolutlo nalry proletarlat, rnLrs t rnake 1t choose lts route,r (te '1.llere there yras an obvlou s preoccupatlon to recelve r-eco6nl tlon fronr the]V. I nterna tloral a.s Argentln6 representatlve Quebracho bxanched out lntottt ern e s tnd termlnol o(!y !,/h1ch unttl that t1rr,. f1o11 been tho patrlmony of natlon_'.- al.le t sectors (sorne reformlst groups, I,.ORJA ) (17 , and less eo, of sta1Inlsmltse]f. But the porenlc elucldated by the repres entatlve I of the ,old' Trotsky_1gt movoLnent was not . absolutely termlnologlcal. Under the pen of Antonlo Gallo,I fnl cial I publlsh ed s.n artlcle entitl ed 'iThe posi-tlon of the IV. fDternatlonalllatlonel Llberatl on or SocialLBm ?" ln rvhlch one could read! A aleflnl tlv€theoretical g8Ln. Thlrty years ago, the refornrlst L eatter Juan B Justo statedwhat cotrstltutea an unrenouncible theoretlcal gain of the whole of ttre Argenttnaproleta"rlat, ratlfle d by centrlsts of the llel Va.lle Tberlu cea type, en_rl chedand completed by the dlfferent trlarxlst movenen ts that had exisrted 1n the cou ntryand defended, above a11, by the leadera of the lY. fnternatlonal 1n Argentlna rthe capltallst charac ter of the countryrs evoltr tlon, nnd the soclaLlgt characterof the revol-utlon. Tbls princlple 1s ihe bea_r. ocl( of the class 6truggle of theArgerrtlue proletarlat , lts best A&in on the theorettca] pLane (...) He whodenles thls ls a vu1gar traitor to the proletar lat,rrThe Axgentlne bourgeolsle, dlfferlng fTon that of the other lndo-amerlcanstates, ls based on an eco).lomy which to a certain degrae ts Lts orrn, lt has aconsLderoble experl ence, counts on a wefl organl s ed state and a formldabl erepresslve appara tus. ft has already natle 1 ts revolutlon and ls dlsposed toenJ oy J.ts proftto. f t doesn t t have the Lea_- t i-ntentlon of launchi ng 1tse1fnto ar$t rantl-lmperl"allst' revolutlon (. . . ) J ose Carl os l!:arlategul , the great-A mertcan l,larxlst, rl sely noted thls dlfference exlsting betwean Argentl,na andthe other Amerlcan s ta tes. Radlcalisn and the ollgarchy are equal accompllcesof lnternatlonal f1nance capltal whlch domi na tes Argentlna eco nomlcally ( ... )Th€re are no more democratLc revoLu tlone ' only soclallst revolutlons. The lV.Internatlonal doesn It accept a4y slogan of I ilatlonal .L1ber&tlo nr that tends tosuboldinate the proletarLat to the ruIl ng class;es and, on tho contxary, assureathat the filst step of proletarlan nafi. onsl llberatlon lg the flght agalnetpreclEely th osre classes.
"necently lilr .larranettl repubrlshed the stallnrst sr.ogan, ond lately a i]r.Quebrscho and the fascists or'tte ariian"J or ln^tronnlrst youth rnade r.t ther.re.But ln the 'rnnk. 0f the ,v. rtrt""n"tr-or*i one wtrr .,ot 

"r""uua--'n tntroduclngthe Ieast conf,sr.on rn this respect. -i.r-a-r'""ont 
artlcle ln ,La iiueva rnter_nacLonsl' (January 1g40) ' comraite .l r,ag;s'-.l,r,ra"cterises the rn8t10na1 trberat-lonr slogan as a "vartety or. tne leof i!-J"nr"nt", a positlon exactly tdenttcalto that of th^ fascl "ts 1,..1 '.r"tioi,ii"r.riiratton, has rlothtn,. to do wtth ourmovernent. For the class strur^re,r !'or the soelarrot 

"uvoirirlnii t;ol.seldorn rra'r 1t b'en said so clear --irr"-'iiuao" ,r,/a 3 prrt ln the sore. Jongc
'::i;tH:'"1',,ilfllj;.derenrred ni''1r"""n"ii.i^," iirthl,, the (;oR (where the:.,"i".i."ti" ;;;;';;";n:",:1.:"il:";:,,f;.;:;;l).,,;j;;;,1;"lj:-r;:;rl;if ;l ,"



october 1940 - vhtch played 3n lmportsnt ro].e rt that t10re - where one could
read: I'Ag nruch aa we value in lmport&nce the co;nhatntlve role of the urban
and rural mlddle cIass, we refuse categorlcall-y to ccnditlon the character'
the lntensltyr tho form of the scclal movenent .l the rorklryl class to the
flckleness, the inconslstency and veakness of the pett:,' bourgeolsle, such as
the panegyrlsts of ant i -lnp erlall sm try to do' (.'ne liust have the audaclty
of the lgnoramous and the chatter of the chs.r1etan to refer to cneself in the
general way as does the author of the pamphlet (Quebre.cho - author's note)
to the paralysatlon of the industrial evolutlon of tlle country' ae if it dld
not have lndustrles, and equally to the lnternal market, aa if th18 dlil not
exlst. The characterlstlcs.of our countrles do not lnform of some deformatlon
of the capJ-talist econony - on the contrary, 1ts form ls natural to th€ ax18t-
ence of capLtallsm in the seni-colon1es ln the epoch of tmoxlbund capltallsmr
(...) f,ne Argentlne proletariat, two and a half m1111on exclualvely lnilustrlal
workerer so lnfamouely and vlolently explolted...wll1 hav6 to 6et ready to
aleolare the strlke and eventually take over control of the forolgn faotorlest
respectlng th6 natlonal ones (...) ttre worklng clasa of our countrles must
encompasa the struggle that the bourgeoJ-sle ls incapable of carrylng out but,
far from seeking out the future national masters, it must think, work and
struggle for 1ts own povrer' for the Proletarlan llevolutlon. In conclueion.
Anrong the AprLeta, stallnist, petty bourgeols natlonallst and fasclst theorlsta
the tendency exlsts to mask the exploltatlon of the natj.onal bourgeolsle wlth
that carrled out by lmperiallsn ln combi,natlon vrlth lt3 in seperatlng them'
ln pre6ent1ru( suppoeed and non-exlstlng seml-colon1a1 bourgeols groups Intereet-
€d ln crosslng swortls wJ-th 1mper1a1lsm".

tle ends wlth a paragraph of a prophetic tone: "lllthin thls great soclal
movement 1n whlch the industrlal citieB will have a dlractlng role' the
natlonaL novoment will move over into eeconrl p1ace. The lmportant thlng wlll
be the Soc1al Revolutlon vrhlch, wlthout doubt will have contlnental conaequon-
cea. Orr revol-utlon will be pr ol etarlan- sociall s t a.rld not of bourgeols
llatlonal l,tboratLon" (39).

Th6 dlscusslon based ltself upon natlonal characterlstlcsr even aoceptlng
the exlstence of "two and a half mlllion lndustrlal v,/orkers" ln the Arg€ntlna
of 1940r yrhlch constltutea a rash remark or an exageratlon. But the dlacuaslon
has a. world-rvlde prograrnmatlc range, as u/hat is belng debated 18 the natute
ltself of the lmperlallst system. llo one formally denles the aeml--colonlal
ohsracter of Argentlnal the problem 1s what one ujlderatands by that. and what
concluslon ls 1t necessary to dravr ' ln relatlon to the place occupled by tho
natlve proletariat vls-a-vls lmperlallsm and the natlonal bourgeoisle.

The debate concerns then, the whole Iv. Internatlonal,. The LoS trled to
glve prograrnmatl,c form to its ideas ln that respect ln the theses vrhich
preceded the already mentioned (and abortlve) "f1rst natlonal, conferenc€"r at
tbe end of 1.94o, entltled "Sociallet lievolutlon or Iat1on81 Llberatlon ?" t

"The lndependence mov€ment 1n Argentlna '.Uas a bourgeois revolutlon, different
from other countrlea of the contln€nt, ivhere it i]ldnrt have such clear charac-
terlstice, as ln Peru for example' In the Argentlne llepubll,c there ls a
proletarlat ancl capltallsm, profit and surplus value and tberefore class
etruggle, and thus the strategy of the proletarlat must be that of the soclal'lst
revolutlon (.,. ) The formall-st pedants and the opportunlsts replace the claas
dynamic by purely natlonal ldeas. In consequence, lf Argentlna is a semi-
colonlaL country ln splte of enJoylng polltlcal lndependence for inore than a
century, they convert thenselves lnto gtandard-bearers of Inational llberatlonr.
filarxlet theory and strategy rejects categorlcally ln a1I cases, the stuplil
ldea that the proletarlat should convert ltself into f| standard-bearer of
bourgeois l-deas nnd movements of tnatlonal llberatlont (...) as a party ws
alwayo defend, and in the flrst rank, the aocinlist revolutlon, and counterpoae
It dlalectlcally to natlonal l-ndependence. It 1s a mlserable reactlonary
concessl"on to abandon the clnss stru8gle and the soclallst revolution tn order
to launch oneself lnto agltetlon for the sl,ogan vrhiclt, npart fron belng allen
to us, 1s the mall) motlf of the deftagogic agltatlon of fasclsts and stallnlsts
and whl-ch, th€refore, Is reslsted by a11".

"i'/hat 18 lratlonal llberatlon ? T5e paynrent oi the exproprlatlons, cr ls lt
the best buslness deal of lts r:adlcal a.n(l conservative aeents ? ln our country
natlonal llberatlon 1s not, n'or can be, anybhlnq but the monopollst coordtnEtlon
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of transpor't, cr the buylnq ol tlre r.al-ltrei!: f rr,pone.' l_.J liueCo. Tho ,rDtl-
J-mperial.l"srn' whlch Involves tlte tnatlonal li.belrrtlon' cf fasclsts, stalip-iFts
and Quebrachlsts 1s! a reactionary trlck. The rio111,l :':r.r!r t conduct ltself accord-
1nr to international. fl-uancc cnpltal , or &ccordinil to the lnternattonal soclal-
lst order... The only antl-irrperl-alism of good coll1 !s sooiallsn. the only
antl--fasclsm of Aood coln is soclalism. IJps r;arts Rr.)r'i adventurerB Ilke (luebracho
ahould found the flfth intern:rtional...4) The char.rcteristlcs of arr advanced
sernl-eclonla1 country, the relntive lndustrlal ovolrrtion, re htlJh percentage
of workers, the charsctertstlcs of agra.rian e:,plol,tation, the the.)1,etlca1,
lolltlcal and ort:anLsational tradltj-ons of the proll'tar.iat, anrl , above all,
tha ccll.llt1cns cf the fresent lmperlalist epoch, of ?aturr-ty for a world
soclalist economy, determine the Btrategy of tire proletarian van{iua.ral, the
Argentine sectlon of the Iv. rnternatlonar 1n formatlon. That ls, the strategy
of the class Btru{igle and of the :roclarlst revolutlon. ?he revolutlon cannot
Btop ltself at tlle democratic rneasures, nor wlthln rratlonal llmlts. rt will
e:{tend ltself to ths other Arnerlcan countrles and 1t w111 aeek the solldarltyof the us workers. The problem posod thus elimlnates arr opportunlst and
demagoglc conslderatLons of rnatlonal llberatlonr' (40).

fhe posltlon 1s formulated *lth cIarlty, althcuBh not wlth aecurrtyr frr6tthe n:rtional char&cterlstics are afflrmed in order to establlsh the strategyof a purely soclallst revolutlon (that Ls, it doesnrt Lnctude natlonal and
democ/atlc tasks ln its proqramme), 1n order to fur rer Btate thRt although
tlre former dld not exlst, it would be the lnternatlonal condltlons that woulil
declde thirgs. llegardlng the fundamental p011tlca1 concluslon for ttre mom6nt,thnt of the attltude towards the world r.rar, this Eroup \'{1lr tend towards - as
a consequence, one must recogniae 1t, rvlth all that exposed above - the crassLc
slo,qen of r-1-evolutlcnally def eatlsm' (1n 1941 , ,Inicial' wl11 state: ',In Argen-
tina the lnrper1allst war nust be tl'a.nsformed intc a cirril war,,), vrlthout pre-
occupylng thelrserves too nruch by the fact that Argentlna had not erlterod the
t,.lar. Heverthel ess, thls ,ra"s the r'ai,n motlve of the conflict between the
Irflentlne bourr<eolsle and the Ynnkees, who 1n i:arch l94Z prepare to prohlbit
the export to Arflentina of n srerlos of baslc products, o'/ying to the refusal of
the Argentlne ilovernment to all8n itself unconditlonally behind. us belltcoBlty(tn the lllo de Janslro conference of 1942).
l.lo t es .

4)

L. Trotsky, 'Sobr:e 1a liberacl6n Naciorral', lluma, tg76, p 67.Ithe iillitant ', 21 . 12. 191O.
lloberto Culnney rras born ln Ilnpqlanrl and educe.ted ln St. Ietersburg, Ilusala,
ln the epoch of Alexanilet: 1f. Returning to lingland he knew Tom !,iann, lead-
1ng flgure of tbe I r'.lew llniorrlsm | . Ile emigrated to Argentlna ryllere h6 J oin-
erl the Cf ttr L921 . Ile was srecretary oJl hls sector of the liu sslan/U kr.alnlan
languaee sectlon. A leader of tha f,CnA (of penel6n)(facta fron above clted
copy of r?he iillltant'). The narfleB of the rnembers of the CCO-ICA that re
have been able to locate aret R & i Guinney, Cam11o L6pez, '.Iuana,,Ostrovsky and lranuli s.
i,lateo Fossa 1n rla OplnlonI, "Ilateo Fossa, eI argentino que estuvo con
Trotsky" (the Argentlne ?rho vlsited Trotsky - translator) , 9, 1.72.
nobert J Alexander, "Conrmunlsm ln Latin Amerlca'r, nutgers Unlverslty press,
ilew irersey, 1917, I l-50. ALBo EmllLo J Corbie:'e, ',La fundacir5n del lartldo
Comunista" ln "Todo es tllstorla', 1O6, &iarch 176, ijs. As.

"Rreve reseia del movlrxiento cuartaL nt ernaci onali sta argentlno',, Accldn
Obrera,- Ils. As. 1941. (Brlef accourt of the drgentlne i..I. novement - trans.).
'BoIetin de i'pos1ci6n', I'ebruary I9ll, Bs. 16. ,trnd, ',!.sbozo de historla
de1 P.C. Argentino", quoted by JA Rarnos, ',illstorla de1 StalLnlsmo en
Ar6entina", Coyoacan, Bs. As. )-96?, P 3L.
"Breve resefra.. . "
Ibld.
rTrlbuna l,enl.nlr:ta. I | !c, I , Jls. As, Decerober J.pll .
Ibid. No 7, 0ctober 1934.
lbid - l:o 1.
rllueva litapr:t, ilo 1, Rosnrlo, Augur:t 1931,
In 'f:E' llo 6, l)avtrl r1 Sl buru, its nai:r e.litor xi- r Callo (the ,,lEr group
was ml'-1nly sltuaterl in ll6sat'lo), rtated: ,':rt ris riioir;e!t in tirrre they
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)
)
)
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scream vlthout rhyme or r4ason rgalnst ra,llcal1s.,, 1t j,s to rlerve faoolon
and reaotlon whtch they trave eLevate(l up61, i*" d.f cat,', in,allu$lon tor-ri bunn Lenlnl-star, q'rotod by the Loll 1n rAn..rli.s:i.g .'!:quernatlcc d,r 1a,s
poslclones dcctrlnartaa frente a los proble,rras r:acicnnleg sostenlri?9 en au
desarrollo por eI movlmlento cuartal ntet'na cioilali sta arl_lentino', lrll:t l,
rT,oe Maestrosr, BB. As. August 1941 .
rTL I lio 7.
R&mos, cp clt, !
Car l. os liLlvei/ra,
;la,nos , op e1t . I
rAne-11al s csquematlco... I

tbid.
'La 0pln15n' I q. 1. 72.
Aloxandert rConrnunlEln... ', P 165.rLa Cplnl.onI. 'Ihe edltols of rPlumaI ar.'e rnlstaken when theJ, precent tr,oosa
as "formln6 part of the flrst Trotskyl.it group ln Arsentlna,, (L. frot8ky,
'llobre... ', P 71), fossa Jolned ln the f er"lod reLated above.
Arturo Jauretche, rF(,jR.lA y }a ltecada I nfs.mer, Ma!. l\rlce, Lls. As. 1959,
? t?_3.
rAndllsls esquematlco... I

rbtd.
Quebracho, 'C6rno se.Ilr de1 pantano', trccl6n Obrera, Us. As. 1919, p B.
tlogeLlo Carcla Lulo, preface to r[rlaeae y Balss! by L,ebod6n carra, de ta tr'Ior
Bs. As. 1974, P. 7.
,J oan Jaoues M

rLa Oplnlon ' ,
rComo saIlr. .
rla Opinl6nt,
liitirel I'lealunlch orza, rl,os intelectuales de lzqulerda vletos por un obreror,
Aetral, Bs. As. 1970, P 18.
Robert J Alexander, 'Trotsl(yl6m ln Latln -r\rrrerlca | , tloover Urriversity l,reaa,
Sta"rford Unlverslty, California, L97), p 5).
lredunlch orza, op cl.t. P 41 . li;lguel ls L)srcor PoBse, L,recha tB lliecha Baca}l,
l;arEa 16 liiarqarlta Gallo, slEter of Antonto, Angellca ls probabl-y An€;llca
Llendez, a unl.on leader of itendoza teaohers, ex-CP nernber nnd hsvlng broken
wlth the riparklsts I becorning Ilnked l. tlnllrlch a.nd thus ,'t'rotskylsm. She
rvas a rrni.verglty tea.cher (in the Phllosoplry i Arts facuLty at lluenos Alrea),
and ca11ed 'La lleAra' ,

'J,a ^rsentina 
frente n 1a guerra mun.lial', Aeci6n {rbrera, tjs. As. 1940.

.r.b1d .
t'0R,14: i:uerza de (:riert::Lc16n de La Joven Arrlentlr{r. A youth ilroup of the
Unt6n rl{vlca lta,ilcal l.,,hlch propo€eal a natlonallst orieutation ntrlctr would
contlnlre and superse,ie the linlts of t_frltroyenisrn' - Irlgoyen is th6 radlcal
Fresldent brou/'ht down by tlte 19lO coup. r_\ppo!)ents of the concllLatory vrlng
of ilvear. Jnuretchc, lrellepla,te, etc, pa:rtlclpated ln lt. They derlvgal
tnspirntion from th^ vrorks of the natlonslLst writer RauI Scalabrinl Ortlz.
$cll1e later ',i,ent into leronism. 'Ihey were accused of llnks wifl.r nazl sectors.
T,iborlo Justo, rf,strategla Revolrrclonari"a I r Fragua, Bs. Ae. 1957, p 77.
'l'strateBla... ', P 85 -8 5.
rbld. P ?9-8o.
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Translator's note.
Thls is ttre flrrrt part ()11 -r l.vo uar.t r.:ork reaching up to 1945,

publlshed 1n 'Tnterhaclon$:l i!-!rnc I n'o 3, Aurzusr. 1<)81., nnd rlo 4, January-Apr11 1982.
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. :ie iei:,le r .',i1.1 i'-' :,lrie tc e. '.dsc ile ')'e tr r;lsr:l'iptlor ' j'r; 3::ti'-::c' ' '- r': 
''

i^ilv!cu:r qilcte;l' .ri,:-c't "tl'r'':ie 
th:ir cbject t-ire c],:aci ':;1'1 1tl:':'t ' .. r'h'r l'D;j.1i-

icrrspl":sjalrii-ri1':is,::'rt'r'ell':lyii''jFGrtrl'rt'lci;;::rt';ie'iil;ll:€the:ti:1'l:-'"io;lr-::l
j.:j-1lerrio l,01'a: Ti:i: 'li:rcu:i'ion 

'he1d 3"jariillj it..':n !''t3) (in lrl:enl;i:l:) 'il..lys
iravin4 tilc !r'obi ei:r of '-rIiit: c;'itior: :1s its iii(is ' 'tnl ;iricl.r ;lid j'ot til:t Ioe:' ilr

centrins iiseli arourrd the a:.:is of the nation;.1 quesrior, :15c i)1 i-i)r tiir'e i'--ld

stl11 ir?:j, a cr1i;ita] tt '"rlt'""" 
i'or ttre 1'1 ' 111!t:rn':li'ior'a1 !t' lmericir' i:r iio-l-Ivia

and iri tli€ 'f,hole .!orlLl ,";;";;";t;;; ti,," t' .r"i-'r ;'r.lints ol tili' revc'lu+'lc). ii' tlre

baskyard counlf ies !:'' +tt-': ept"h' It is a tgoi :tl"iir tll':t r:it: '11:l,]i;rt:;:,,:t 
tt'"

iti . 
-irt.ar"tr-orie1 

i;hicll rrii':rrlate dc i':r ot r"''i er :-l 3L-L 1c rnr's -L iir-'

occu'rel'ce" (41) ' ii th:Ls discus3iol' n)1ic1.1 irilluericed
, (-,!'.'e1-ei', tilat j-s; :rcL jc 

"j'1y 
ti-'at ii' \'J'3 s o1-r.l

tllc -1 if.-' of th{l 'iloisltyi.;t ft"()"p" of the t-"rc' ''a li ilor''i ti.ilt liie ' oscr'r'r ':'z'ieL1s'

'r,'ith titci-r resulti"il3 t'li" ir""'uitlofls :trrti r:xecittiol.is oi tne oIC leeriers '"i'

1loLsli,:v-.iri, ;',ad a .:tron4 <ier'oral lsilg effect o;i llr ny sedr'es ol ti'e re:rolutior::'ry

r,nd ,.r.crr-ci's i' ovei,,e,r+,' ;;iri;;t;- t;;i1ty r t' rr'j'iitartts' ihe a:::a:sir.:tict' cf

'tl.otsliy (Arii.usrt, r-i4c) ;;ii;;y' :iot 
-orr1y 

robbed tile 1i" I nter':r:r ti or^'iil' o1' ai1

irreplirceabl:: l.eauer lut "u*o'"-d 
one of ite e;:rb1e'ls as a rlrove::'alli: that of

haviru' art its rread o1e L-i the leaders of the irctober 'levclutic.,' 3rr exijressl"oli

ayrd embodirent of its .;1;";1; ccntinuity-wi'th 'rclshevi'rr'' Ctre :-1r:pe:'deci oa ti're

lropeofti.}erapidcotiveI..s..!onoftirel\..Interrratic:ra1-ilj-thl:.:'otsi.li.r.tits
head - i.ntc' a lea(ling ic:"i:", *po' the endins of the tecoi-rd riorlC "ar ari the

oDerrln6; up of a ."uor'Jtini]o"y perioa' It is possible that' in 'rIP:entj'na' trtc

clser tion of Anto.lio ;;^i:'o fto"' the movement I in.lu'rust' 
'?i' 

- l:. 
rcnrected

to these e?isodes, "" 
l;;;" of so!1e othel' hesitant ca'-lrec' or " 

rJ;i:i'-' '3'iie't'

by the isolat:-o,l., tu"ttsi'"Iit"" tf i" was hidde'r by the aJvariciti,. ul' 'r'e'rsonal

motives, a": the ;rrstltication for such reslgnatitris. 'iire erbalido',i;e:i ar rrctsLy-

is:n 'o;.. tLr: <r;h"r' ita:"i'-'l 
-"*f'u 

f'o" -the 
'reginanE oi tle ;9J-";' i crir'"' "ilcsr:i'

resu]tc:l :'.',-: tire tirs'' in;ernationai crisis cf the rourth sine' iti: '':cc1:t't-

atlcii;iilellijcu'::iionoilthenatureoithei,cvi-eistate"'r!'j'cilt:'u'-''::!tijlarl-'
3ur:rhi::r: iac+;:-c;l r-r f ihe st';t f'"'-]'iod v"as '1 "ieaerieratcd rrorrers stat"' r;d ta'i it

as "- 
ne; lorr of ""n" 

Ipi""'Jon' -'lllese^'anii-i1ef 
encj-st' positlol:' (c;ri1ec as

sucli due tc tile denial "i'-i""-pri".ipIe -of unccn(i1tionaI Ceience c1 the us:ii il1

the face of a capi ta.1i ";^.";;; ":;;;"j- 
trra =o,,,o-ir,f .tr.r,.." in Lr[e,1tir,: - '!t 

least

i.i:l.essi "'orilrl be "'tpnii"f 
iion tt't -oli ir' "'alch 19/+1 r's a i'e:ult oi i.ile:" 'lhe

onl;{ irc::'i:t r' ", 
t}iu ;''""'i"'iive llci:lni ctee 1.'t""""i ;';'"tt'r' iounti:'tio:l c-<-.t't7 ':t'ze c:!

tii. -r'ol1r-i;i. . r:o supl"'rter'l it-'uo ( tl'" "ra'iti'" 'leul.j't - p"t'.taoty'" ()f a.j'o !acro::a)

j o.ir:re.'icd t(-, til{' 3outiiet'o llolle to i;i:i snppoltcrs' r''ithcilt i.r('il sutcr::rs 1n

Arirertir-]a (l,ibo}'ic ''';;; 
'"I;il" 

that in i9+o'r'o-*"'t i'ith a s!'ecii11 e,vcy cf the

rarti-rleicr-rc j,.t ,,,rnorit]' 
-;;l;" 

::jri? | who oiaiit ccnvlnce hin' '"ri tirout mention-

ing iI i t coircerne c ,ii;;,-.i ' -'ir"t'-rriir. 
'"""" lr""t"t in jrr'r1;uav , "';lte-:'e 

the future

secriioi-, c1' the ]Y ' f 
"i*'t'"ii"';;1 

et':ergecl as ott 'atrti-aeierrclst' r'r''otiir 1;ied to

the i,ter,ati-o.,^r "r.rl]1i-neaaea 
r:y siacrttrnan' irn orcer to later r:oiily thls

p""iii"" :;:i;:tl::;:'iJ: :::,"';:":!i, n"r, inrlue,ced the i-,,'|;':edj.ate Liestln}'

of a fex rnilitents, ":;'";, ;;;i"i;";ii;. 
firntli"'"""ion on tije lrationEl question,

on the other i,u"a, a u "i Ii'"ii- i"iru """"d 
the t'orn&tion' tlre regroupl4ent or even

the disappearance of 
'n "- 

t"*""'i' ""tlons ' .lhls iuotu"""""u it decidely displaced

the a:ris of the debat e" i"or,-lfr" internati.onai o"-ao.t.i"a1 questlons (Sta11nls"r'

the Ussli ' the sp&nish 0i'ii L;"1 or fron'i ttre- organr sat iona'1 or 
'even 

personal

onas, torrards tn" i"uai'il strateerc p'otf"']'?i'-ue confrontea by the i'ourth

r nt ernetj-onari =t *o'"il*"i";'-;;;;";it"- toa i"iro-a"ti""' i'rolr that point of

vlew lt could not u't'-io""--r'""rihy reeulta-'*;i;";;y frotsky had -denonstlated
to i,iateo Fossa that trt""'p""""-tf ihe-Fourth in-r"gunttt't referred tco nuch

exclusively to aoctr':'nat'pronteme ("trrey are-tn ligenttng' they-he-ve 3 serles

or revolutiontt, ,'ooili''""':;;";;'; l"'": "rirt-tn"uZ 
p'otru*u and resorve them

1n the best possibre';;;:' ;;; "oi turt..or ilt;;il: i:esolve'the-probier,,6 of

the countr.,-, tne ,'""" iIt'i onarv problems' - ;;-;;;" later ;iateo Foesa recarrs

the worcs of rrotskv ;;;;;;t'trat occaslon) (42)'

For l?41 " tr." i*t"'liie llor'rrnittee of the i';' internation?'I nad noYed j-tse1f

fro(ii llut:ope (rr',u"t titu'c*v€'lo!)'ient oi the wai "ni tr:" rtazi occuFs'tion l"'Feded

Its frrnctionini-:) to il-tt lrsr' ' i-n .iiact 
' itu ;;";;;"iriir rested on the most



ei:perienced r111t^nts oi 1e :j;1. (0arnon, I)unne, rjuriis) ;|id c:r scine iruiopeanl.eaders ex1led 1n crth lr:.crica ,vith the ai. of securln;- the continuity ofactivity oi t.1e lntern::tioa,-r1 ce:tre (iarc I.crrr. o, " ti-,,," ..lr]._i..f, a, trotsky,i''ischer) ' The rtr'c ha'i equiirca its:r-f vrlth :r r rrtin .,..,"..i"rr-l"i,..lt,rnrt ,rni"nfent letters to lha .'"roups ol tiie co:rtinent ,,.,i1i.tr1.t ..,up5rorted thc . ourth and madexeports cn theri for re lnt.i.rnatio;a1 leadcrshio. :_t, i.i ng 194r, t;; iLC irter_vencd openly ln the polenlc between ,re Ar.,:entinc 3"o.,po. !'his pcler,ric had bynorv. spread. to the majority of Latin Arnerlca. erolrp: adherlnp; tc,.the i,ourth.Quebracho (who at the trne al.ready saw hinself as- the head or. 
-a 

n 
'iiternationat

tendency agalnst the 'centri.sr, of his onponents) writes: "Ag;i."; (the LORancl the 'natlonal l iberation' concept) l,,ere the so-car1€d ,t..i=i.yi"t"' orur.aruay, throuF:h the Lr4a irclchevique lenixist', the }artido tibreio .evoruci-on_ario of Bollvia (ho'iever, the centro ilevclucion:rrio of Borivia, wrote...thatit shared the positions in our lia-.nphlets) enc the lartido obrero Internacional-ista of Chile. Supporting us...the partido Obrero _-i evolr_r ci onari o .,i ChU" (...)afso accompanying us ln defence of 'national liberation' y,/a s the IrrtidoCbrerc ilevolucionario of Cuba', (4j).
rn effect, Justo had been acti*e in the diffrsion of his posi-tior:: through-out the continent. )ie8o }:nriquez, the mai-n ree.der of the cirl-r-ean rcii, wourdend up representin4 his struggle a8ainst the PCI 1s a battle against rcentrj,sm,,

in the sarne manner as that !'raged by the Ar8entir-- l,oii a8air-rst tne r*L;. eventaking up the cri ticisms '..;hioh iluebracho rrias i:y nor,r, nakins public o,. tire
'amblvalent' policy toi?al1Cs it followed by the M anC LA )Lpartrnent (4+).

As for the tsolivian p0:i, cu1l1ermo Lora adrxits that at trrat time r- t !,- 1ead._ership defended the conce!tion of a purely sccialist revolution y.,hicrr ifinoredtbe national questicn, .,Jhich reflected the lacli of clarity on re rs.ue i:-rthe POR prograrxre adopted in fgl8 (45).
The only pronounce:1ent of an oiflclar nature by the rEC about the polemlc

would be a brlef set of theses written ln l{ay, 1941 referring to the question
!,/ili ch lalgely concerned the:rselves!, in fact, \..,ith the slogan of rneutral_i ty 'raised by the trOlf iTe rvLlf reproduce the essence of it, polnting out that in
its introduction it characterised the dlscussion as rvery seriousr and concern-
ing all the colonial and seni-co1onlal countries:

"fn almost a1l. the countrles cf the v,rortd, just as in the senji-co1onia1
countries, the bourgeolsj-e is divided into 3 sectors concerni-ng the question
of their particlpation 'i-n the j-:iperiali-st war: 1) a sectcr ol' the bcurrleoisie
favouring anglo-american iuperialisn; 2) a sector favourina Lrerman ii,.rJt er j-alisl:;
3) a sector rvishirg to 3e neutral in the stru.,:g1e between tnese irDperlallsms.
It is only under very speL:ia1 circrrrnstances that tire bcurGeoisie of a snall or
serni-colonia1 country can effectively be neutral .

"(...) i'or the protetariat or some section of it to support the idea cf
neutrality and to present it as a sfogan would only succeed lf lt tiec i-tself
to that section of the bour;eolsie hoplng and praying that the trorld vrar will
leave lt alone. In splte of whatever attempt one nakes to give the idea of
reutrality some content which dlstingul-shes lt ln its use by the proletarlat
from that whlch sorne sector of the bourgeoisle gives it, it leads inevi-tably
to the blunting of the distlnction between the revolutionary p&rty of the
prol,etarlat and tbat sector of the bourgeoisie defendln€i neutrality. (...)
The concept of noutrality tends to evolve in a purely legalist dlrection'
One adopts the ldea that a neutral natlon can be lmpartlal in a fj-8ht between
two imperiallst powers. Impartlal means that vrhatever one a]Iows oae power'
wj-ll also be af lorvetl the other. Thls totally lacks the spirlt of strugale
againot the tryo lmperlalist carnps. In its appal.ent attltude of lndifierence
to the vlctory of either camp' one cannot flnd the proletarian attltude that
both calcps are 1n reallty one and the aame and nust be destroyed'

"Needlass to say! of course, that the forces of the 1V. Internaticnal
cannot ever be neutral in n llAht oetv,/een a colonial or seml-coIon1aI people
agalnst an Lmperiallst power. 'ie irndersrtand Ierfectly that the cornrades !1i1o

utilj-se the neutrallty slo8an do nct rvlsh to i:ive the Inpresslon that ttrey
vrould be neutral in such a cese (...) The slcgan of neutral.ity 1n rirost cases
leads to a p&sslve role xh1cl1 does not prol]1ote thc stru,.s1e aealnst ilnperi.!l-
1sm. A slogan ot this ']atlrre, in consequence, c:!n not be adopted by the
1V. I nternati onal .

,s



t' .rc . , r ! c l l t r o ::: !- j . r.::u.: (r !..,- i(ru !:t ,i..r:..,. .:c,..1.,!:.ies, -oJ--it ^j..e.lc,,n I' socLlons oa the IV. I-..!er:,,ticr,i.I, .u,rt rtilLst si.,:..ns .vnict ::,oUiiis; ;;:"-,. I\,,.orliers axd pease.nts o, riirse cc,untries igails-i irIl tue ,,, p",,i"f i""" i...i I' Attackilt. :rot through neutrality, 5llt throu,llr ?.t :lctive arti_:,rnpc:r.i,t i"t'. Istrurgl e, lrnperLelism in l:enerrl , irct be pointe,t tc.:.1r.cs ,r.r" ,,,lir. ,_"1"r".,,t.* Idan!er at the time. In this case l::rl("e ir:r!.:,ialis., is liaj-:r,: ", ,.if i=ii"-" IAnerrca llehlnd its own ai,ns. re imrst rt i;rcr{ :,('cve 'r-r ya:ikee i"".r.i.ri.,.1" I

!--1e proletariat must ctear])f distinl5uish itscli iroir: its crrr .rr,.r;,";i;i; 
- 

|t'''hi-cir only plays at neutrali.ty in order to ,rir ir pl3,ce w6ere it "o.r-r,"=uti"t" Ia .qreater part of the root of i,periarist ei(plcitation, or in ".,r;; ;;=;;ii'- Iltself for a hlgher price to one of the pov,/ers. .'cilay it iu lo,"ri""""irr""r"l- Iism v,'hich is belng assistec by tae lattn American bourgeolsie. ,ilr;-;";;:;;;;"- 
Iunder the rnask of the cefence of dernocracy against fasclsrn, ,r"t-uu ;;;;;;;"-- Iand attacked by our forces. It must be clear that only th;ou;;-r;;;iii;;;" Iof the Latln American nasses rvith the Amerrcan proreta-ilat ."i or""i;"r'il;;"- |larism be defeated as nuch as the natLve bcurgeoisles in their conimon rnachln- Iations in orcer to preserve the Lattn Amerlcan peoples 

""a..-irr"ir 
";;o;:""'"- 

I"As substitutes for the slogan of neutrarity we propose: o"-i-"iin"in. Ilmperlalist warl Dovrn vrith Yankee irnperiarisn,l lg.in"t-"ir-in" t".,""i"it"t Iexploitersl For the socialLst unity of Latln Ar:rericaf ,, t+Ol. I-he ceclaration is f:rr fro:fl the ilogan of ,"urui,rtiorrlrlJ:'aefe,rt1sm, (aposition rvhich, however, it Coes not criti"cise), .r,h" 
"1;;;"-;i nerrtrality isco.rectly critlcised, as belonging to (a sector) "t if.," 
-"Iii". 

bouri,.ecisie:Ln Argentina lt was defenCed by the ollAarchic sectois nost li-nked .,rith tsrit_ish i-rnper1aris6, for whorn the entry of iur cc,-rntry intc the war accele.atedits passa,re into the orbit- cf yanrie lmperialisrn. Stiff neuii"f, 
^rgentlna!-.lntained i'tse1f durirg the berltcose perlod as the mala ;;;ii." oi ,ieatto ijri tain.

Frecisely because of 1ts character, rneutralltJrr lsn,t a sLogan able to:iobll1se the :lasses e.?ainst the war and imperialism. -Lurely legalist, it lsa bo*rgeols srogan that can onry translate into an .ttit;;;: oi'f,"""r*", o.,the goverrrnent; that i.s, which ir-aces the proretariat behind the n..tiona1bourgeoisle' The LoR accepted the wj-thdrawl 0f the s108an. rt 1s si{niflcantthat !uebrachoi soon to raunch hrmself into e violent battle ,uri;=;';;;; ^ i#"'of the ty. rnternatlonar, made no tr"tir"r 
-."ferences 

"";;;-i"l;; many textshe devoted to the issue' to thls set of theses of the rEC, t.,e onty officlalo,rec on the probl em .
l'hi'ch was the orlentaticn in order to prepare an independent rrobili-sat10nof tho masses, in that sltuation ? That or tr.,u rrc rlrnrts itself to tile revelof generalltles (down rvlth the ,"", irf""i"Ilsn, the exploiters). un the otherhand ' though withln an- opportuni'st perspective of p.r'rs"u"e on ttr" uo,-,r.1;uotul,('neutralrty'|), tue lon posed that ir," ,ro"t""o should rrave tatcen aovantage otthe I,rar i.n ord.er t" ,11-"" the exproprlatlon cf tne :.rnperlati"i..enterprt 

=esand banks (,natLonal Iiberation,). the perspective oi , ,,."" .iii_iraperialletmovernent' 1n whlch the frotskyrsts should rilr,t i,r-o.au" il'o"liiio" it wlth an: lependent rorkLne class leadership, was one of the tasrc prognoses of theaYalysis of the lvl Internationaf .o.r".irrf n6 the war. rn tir" 
.;tr"rgun"y

iJanlfesto| on the r,yar_ _ one of Trotskyrs iast wrltlngs _ one can read:I'By lts vely creatlon of enormous dlffrcurties ,rri a"rrg"i" ior ttre rmper_lalist metropolltan centres, the war op."" up wi.e posslbllltles for theoppressed peopres. The rumbll.ngs of canon ln turopl heraros tie approa.hrnghour of their l1beratlon,,.
The por1t1cal confusl.n of the rEc on that aspect, was evident ln a fragnont

,?irJlill"n""t or 1ts deregate who at the iirae triveriea rn rreenirna (srr"iiy-
""'the total reJectlon of Ineutrallty' by the Los, not only as a sro.anbrrt as a tarklng polnt-, strrkes thls iu"""rr"" as lt contalns much sectarlarl'!.and urtra-r.ftlm (...) The desire for neutrarlty on the part of tho Argentrnepro]etarr'at' thc rur&l workers, ana broaa sectors of the petty bourgeolsle,ls passlonata anit Dr.ofound...tPt p";;i;; ]entlment can be used aa a polnt of'tepaxture for an effectlve explanailt"-t" ir,." lndustrlal vrorkers and rural',orkorg of: a) why the nationar uourgeor.t" cennot because of 1ts very natureoe pernanently neutral and._ keep. Arg""tf""-o"t of the frp"ri."f f Ji"rvar; b) wtr;r& passive or merery ne.tral 

"tirtuEe 
-oi"'rrrl 

p".t of the lvorkers tmprtee that



(f
tJey al'e tied to the nsaio;,r11. oolrlijeotiie, iu is rroL eDli' ine f '.cri.v.!t .rut
ccrrtrary to thelr lntarests and tl'rose oi the ,..iorkerc oj- the be11r;rc:.ant
countriles - that their natut al rvlsh to not enil up i;i ie irr,;,eri::1i:.t sllrug;hter
can be better expressed and served by taking ar !t-qL!yg pcsitiorl agaiD::t 'cotlr
lr;rperialist camps" ( 4 7) .

- ilovr does ono take u-p an ractlve' posltior, 'r .[t is ri probler, ia! ttre IDCvdeclaratlon doesnrt resolve. Its confusi-on expresses j-tself also in the
benevolencg of 1ts crltlclsm of the LOSr in }espect to the hardness concernl-ng
the !CI?: 1f the positlon of the latter was wrong (and the criticisu of the
IDC paxtial].y correct) r that of the ],OS ( rrevclutionary defeatisll:,) vr;as
Clrectly disastrous; 1t dldnrt take j-nto acco'rnt that Argentim, l,!dn't part-
iclpate in the wa.r, nor struggled aga.lnst the pressl;r,cs of imperialisr:; to
involve ArAentlna ln it,

tsesldes, the Argentine government naintaiaeri fr-ictions xitf, tire iari,tg in
that respect (1t didn't vrish to particioate). Tiris irir; the cther, (;.,i,ission
of the IIrC: the possibility of frictlons betveen irl:ije:'ialisn 3nd. rjire ,l;ltive
bourgeoisle (the declaration only speaks of the rconuiron ;rachination3, oi' the
trvo of them). The case arose 1n a very practi cal nariner i-n 1942 in 

^r.alentlnaand chl-Ie, countrles not involved in the rvar, after the ?an-Americarr .,onf erence
of .llo de Janelro. f he inportance of this cr:isis in tlie rt:latio;'.:: iret.neerr
tiie oppressed country and i-mperialisn, ts enornous, as it creai,es t)re possib-
il"ity of a mass antl -imr erLal i st movement - of :vni-ch e szcrar c/,'; t.1e bcurg-
eolsle will lnevltably attempt to take control of (l years Later -'Li+-; -the d.evelopment of that crisls led to the blrth of leronism 1n Argentirrn).

._'ire c:'1sis was alreadJr vlsible 8.t the tlme of the rri declaration. After
tba L942 conference, iiiperialiar thleatened to blockade - i.nclusivc r.il,itar-
ia1ly - chlre' tf it didn't enter the war. i,aced wlth the unrvirline capitul-
atlon of the chllean bour€leoislsr the ?oR - section of the 1v. rnter.ratlona.l
ln that country - poserl:

''?hls rlght to national self-determj-nation is essenli-a1ly bourgecis
democratic and not socialist. But the rupture of the ,,vorlc irperlalist t'ront
ls not concelvable other than as oFenln€ up a Hide ioor to all the s-:bject
peoples of the ea.rth ln oldex to decide thell own Cestiny. !i1e At1antj-c
charter ltseLf' whl.ch nelther Britaln nor the usA respect, estebrisires in
one of l-ts polnts thls fun3e-'nentar rlght. rn rihl1e, the d.epenrient ei.rd cowarc-
ly bour.5eoisie 1s lncapable of raislng t;rls
intcrnal and external polltics of ihi-1e .,_U51
the Unlted States...in lhile the orrly class
OF iiils TYIE IS TIIE I\olEfAilIAT and not the

irocratlc banner ( ... ) lihe
E Illr0IlDD Iii iltll,! an,-t r1o I l!i
?AT!E OF ADV,i-iCI]iG A ;.j,iICY
vernin€ bour.seoi sie', (46),

oe

c!-
.ai;er9 one can see the influence of the posltions of the l,OR. ,_-ut tlrepossiblrlty of a debs.te inslde the l.'ourth that v/ould clarlfy these questi-ons

vr1lI be fruatrated. lecause at that preclse ,.cr;rer1t, iuebracho is alrca.cy
resolutely Ieading the T,Cir toi,aJds a break vitiL the 1V. I nt ern.r. ti o..1:_1 .

!Jle pole Lc between Queb:.acho and arc Loris.
rn the sare rrnternatlonal 8ul1etrnr where the rEC theses vrere publiahed,ron the s1o6an of neutralltyr, a merrber of the IEC, rliar c Loris publishes a

'Letter to the Argentine conrades'i s.l.med at crltlcislng two pa,lphlets whLch
vJe have already quoted from: rla Argentlna frente a la guerra mundlalI ofthe GoR, and rla 1V. Internaclonal y la ]ucha contr& eI lnperlalisrnor by
.Iorae r,agos (Los). Lorls clearly deveropa the confused aspects of the rECposltlon' although ln a personal capaclty. rn fact, thls leads htm to defend.the posltlons of the I,0S agalnBt the GOR.

Conceln1ng the paragraph of the GOR: ,,v,/e irake ailitatlon in favour of
Ar€ientina. ltself, 60 that all the great public s.:et,vlce ccmpanles, inCustrlal
enterprises, agrlcultulal socletl-es and forelgn barrl(s that at present lmpov_erlsh and doelnate uB ps,ss into the hands of ctrr pecple', - f,oris can flndaothing better to say 1n reply than: ,,And the nationll bourgeoisie ? ./lhat
does one wlsh to say wlth re formula 'pass lntc the hand.s of our people, ?,,fhi-s is part of the arsenal gone frcn the epcch 3nd left behlnd by all thepetty borrrgeol s demago,.Jrles,'.

A blt turther on: ,'ihe I,amphlet (of the CC;.) speaks likenise of the\gentlne econony as rdeformed I by inperlalist ocpressl-on. lyill lt be a

r



-..1::iic:t ci rct,:i;;:i-.: ...a .'1: ,-.:it1:.rc a-crncriy. cri iiakira: it r:.r-..:rl . r tjij-n
I'rc, ir:ai re,.rcr': L.f r::,licriaI13r c.i!-f t:t11s::r, is it !cssti'c1€ tc e;{pec: tn,i !ii ,1.rIl-
i:rlll o- il cours. ci li:lr.r.o:.licuEr C,t1,.r1opne[.; ?". Anc] llte:' ite cc,ltp:!re]. the
':, rtllor' rf tile ire:.rf.irlr: t' ri.tjh. . .Ii,smonCl ({!), lr:crri.;ing i:rt; l. e.,rst.3t!v_- as
r1'r,l 611rist r. i'aced l.'ltlt thia lr,anlf est inc:omr,r:e !-,e,lcton ci Lhe lole oi irrperlal-.-!-, in tlt€ bacllr,.rnrd countries. of tite riiffel'r::rt p_1 ace occunied ir: the imperlal-
lst sjrsten by oppressr.,r' altd oppressed ccu.'itxj-esl, ituebr.:cho, fe-:, ;'ror.- ;01e;i.ic-islng in crde" r;o put it intt: relj-ef , liraits hlr .st_-if to dryly rel,lr.ing: ',vre
didrl't ryrlte so tltli the ir:beciles coulC reai us', (5C).

!.f ter countilg l;l-r e titres iltre ,Jord rsocialist:,' appeal.s ln the rio:i pc,:lphlet,
Loris is scandal-lse/j. by seeir:g th.'.t: "the prole te.rian revol-ut!o:r is I reserlted
es tbe lnstTu,Tent. the :re:,l.rs of natlonal emanciF,zilon: !', i,oris sprinckles,
flnally, his rdc;nolltion' of the Coil rvlth observattons like ,'NO, all thlsl ls
far, very far, from ffar;:i s;r. , . :io, here there i-s no revolutlonary lar€uage"(sic).
Then he passes cnric the cxitlcisn of rcontade -l,agos t - praising hlm beforehend
fo]' havirg 'correctedr the errorg of the 00R, ',&1thou6h falling into, at tlmes
errors of a secter.irn nature". Paced. v/ith the afflrmatlon of l,agos about t?re
1ac): of feudal re:nxai:tc i:r Argentina (which fcr h1n was the basls of his
strategy of tire purely socialist r:evorution) rorls }.eplies that such remnantg
exi-s.t i- rr coun',;riei-r rlke the usA or 3ritB.in - i-n order to than cornre:rt: "it is
not a question of trarrsplanling the ploletarian revolution lyitii te boi:rgecis
revolution. lut ;he p1'oletalrian revolution i-tse1;- r'esclves re boui..;eols
denocraiic task6 ,l'ili-ch the r,rost s.dvanced bour5eoisles have been and are not
capabre of resolvln*3". Loris adheres then, to the thesi-s of the sinilarity
q- tile revolution ir1 the ad1'anced countrles (those h:iving accompli-shec thei::
bourgeoLs denocratic revclution) and the baekrr"r,j ones ( ti.:.ose n-ot hr,r,in5 gone
beyond such a revolutron). rn the na,n e of evcry revolution - in the inpr-ria)--
ist epoch - cannot cor:c1ude trlu.:rpha11y except as a proletarlan revol.utlon,
orie negates every cllifer--nce betl.,,een the prosran.:te of the revoiution in e
net:opolitan countr;.r and j-n an oppressed country. I'urthernore, the oi-riy riorneat
lvhen national oppres::ion appears for Lorls, i-s when he sees lilnself obliged
to criticlse the fo}lol';1ng posltion of Lagos: ',4 war between one of our countriea
and oee of the lmperialist sectors rvlll be an lnperLalist tral',. In reallty,
the whole polemic betv,,een the Argentine groups was contained here; if the rval
bet',r'een a senl-co1oni8.l courtry a.nd an fuoperlalir:t countl'y is an imperi,alist
war o:1 bcth sides, vrhat devi-1s irnperiallsm represents ?

l oris remillds lag;os that a war between a cclon;' .1nd an inperiarllst country
'can ber a w.,1r of antl-lnperialist defence. An,l nothin8 more (5f).

,';hat Ls evldent - ln tile rneasure tllat !ori3 is a nenber of the I'JC of the
Iv. rnternationaf - ie the cc})fuslon existing ln that reaclershlp in respect of
the oppressed cour.tries. One dlstirU:uishes - fc,rrrally - ,uetween o!,pressor and
oppressed countries, tc thex end up assinllatini; ren. One donles the need
for tlle proletariat of the beckward countries to fl8ht for natlonal llberatj-on.

'{ithln the revol-utionary novenent, thls posLtic:: has s.n antecedent: that
pdEed at one tlme by ltosa Lu>:emburg and llataliov - crltlcised bJr Lerdn intA Ca.ricature of i,iar:rlsrn ' - irhich denieC the stru6g)-e f or 'natlonal self -deternlnatlon', vrith the hlrpothesis that 1t zas uxeallsable under inperlalism,
and that the socLallst revolution signlfles the destructlon of nctlonal borders(dissolutlon of natlons). Lenin replled that such 'unreallsablllty t d1d not
exlst, but that, "not or:,Iy the right of nations to self-determlna.tlon, but
all the funda:lental der;ar]ds of political democracl/ ar.e ouly partlally rreafls_
able I undel iinp eri-ali.nir , an,j then ln a distorted f orm and by way of e:.ceptlon,,.
He pointed cut ta:rt: "it viould be a radlcar r:'rlstal(e to thlnk that the strug6lefor derocracy was capabre of divertin8 the prcletn-rlat fl:o, the socl-alist
revolution' or of hirl1ng, over:rhadovJlng it, atc, cn the contrary, in the same
way as there can be no victorlous soclallsrn tha"t coes not practi,se flrrl der:ro-cracy' so the proletarlat cannot prepave for its victori. ovor the bourgaoislewithout an alL-round, consistent and revolutlcnary strrrggle for rlemocracy" (1nthes.s on rThe scci.alist 'levolutton and the right of 'laiions to serf-Determln_atlon', fron ]9r5). This questlon vras particufar:ly lnDor.ts.nt 1n that it refersto the colonial and seni-colonial proletarlat. li,or. Lenin, ,,It 1s periectl_yclear that 1n the iirFending decisive battles 1n tir'- world ,."rorrtil.r, tiru
r,-r. -ement of the nrajority of te population of -r e 1;)-obe, inittalty dlrect6d
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t ovjards nati on.1} Iirer atlon I turn against capltallstn and Lmper"la1j.ci., i1:,C
revolutlonaly pa-rt than we exL.tect', (,,ieport o,t
ess of C.I., L9?L - our stress).
the bourgeolsie of the backwaxd countrieg -

ls:n - cannot liberate i-ts countr;v tlol. ccnsrm-
thls doesn i t rnean to say that tl',,-. ploletar.lat
&sks. :iather, the latter becoxre part of the
of the v/orkina cless. ',llith reca:'C to

Ls development, especialljr the c01onl.tl and
ory of the perrnailent revoluticii si;;ni.fi-es

, vil
'1111, perhaps, play a much iore
the Tactlc of the ilC?', J. ,)onijr

If 1t 1s correct to pos. that
1n the presert epoch of lmperial

\- mate the denocratic revolutlon,
ought not to pose ltself those t
proglamrie of soclal enancipatlon
countrLes vri tir a beLated bourgeo
seml-colonial countries, the the
that the complete and gglIIL4g so
and na tional e&ancipatl on

lution cf their taciis cf achievtn3; (icrnocra,c
concelvable only throu.gh the dlcts.tors:rip of theproletarlat as the leadel cf the subjugatei natlonr above all of its peasant

masses" (Trotsky, 'The !errranent lievolution', iiasic Fostulates - il.'.s.t und.cr-llnings curs, second !n orlglnal). One can apprecLate that the pos:_tion of
Trotsky and that of Lorls ",re counterposed.

cnly the proletarlan revclutl-on c&n consuniiiate rational liberatlon in arcomplet6 and genulne I sense, but 11s doesn't rean that other classes cannot
enunciate thls task, or set thenselves lts realisgtion in a rp.artial, d.lstol.tetl
forro' . It happens thus v,,h er. the r1atlonal bour;e._ri::le ( or petty bo,.rrgeois or
even military sectors) attenpts - and succeed ln a .3re3.ter or ] "=""" clegree -to attrect the worklng and explolted rnasses irehinc thelr natlonal_ist denagogy.
AE one sarv, ttre only vray whereby the revolutionary ?clking class carr dlspute
the boulEeolsls for the ]eadershrp of the expLoited, ts not denyin4; na.tional

r.- rl-beration ("such renunclatton wourd only be 3.d'rantageous for tire bourgeolsle
and the reactlon", indicated renln), but by consistently - revoluti onarily -posln€j the democratlc and natlonal questlons. The confuslon vrhich the posltlon
of the rEc Lntroduced. anong the Argentlne Trotskyl-sts can be neasurea by trrefact - yrhlch we wLl1 see late): - that Lts princlpal supporter:s (Ramos, iosattae),
would later adopt pro-Peronist posltlons, when that natlonallst movement
emergeal a few years later.

Quebracho wlLl lmnedlately take advantage of the obvious weaknesses in thetext by l,orlg 1n orde! to open fire on hl-n. rn the rAnevrer to i,larc lorlsr ofthe LoR glbee and Lnsults push the real politlcal reply into the backeround.After treatlry; hlm as a 'disc1p1e of Stalln, lna gtvlng free reln to his
polemicaL verbage, he flnlshes vrith an 'ear-fu11 ,: ',r have livec lcnt enoughln l-Inion square ( the seat of the sy/! - authorrs note) f cr ::ris::i-v?s as yourg
to al&rn me and my stay i:r that quarter of ^.lev; iork allcrvec. r,e vely cleer)-y
to pelceive the scornful ccncept which mary Feuco-revorutiorarics tlrere, ofa petty bourgeols type, have &bout our 1-atln Ane:'ican countrles, *aking them-selves accompllces of the tnperlallst scorn for them. you, ;,ai-rc Loris, are
one of them" (52).

Another s!I? leader, charles curtls, rnani,fests his 6ood instlnct demonstrat-

-.ne. 
hls.disagreement wlth the rl,ette!...' of Loris - although vlth its tone,rather than lts content - ln a prlvate lstter to the delegate of the rEc inArgentlna, reconmendin€ h1rn the prudence whlch the letter, Iacks (53).

rn va1n. Although L:'6os hlmself v,,ourd .r,'rlte to Quebracho: ',Be1ieve me, rconslder the letter of i.i. Lorls, tn whlch he carrle6 out a crltlciso of yourposltlon deforml.ng 1t. . . superflclal , poor tactlcs and tn the end counter-productlve. r know that your poEltlon ls not that .whlch i\.:. Loris crlt1c1aes,,(5q), ror Quebracho the problem has ceased to be the Argentr-nc and even l.tlnAmerLcan rcentrlBtst, fronn then hIs eneoLes v/ould become the rcentrlstsr ,Jrholed tbe Interna.tlonal.
The creatLon of the p.O.R.S.

Because of the po1it1ca1 and organlsatlonat questlons lnvolved, theArgentlne rca.er meant a real rtestr for the rlic concernlng rts capacrty a8leader'hlp of the rv. rnternatlonal . Tho 'noven:ent' had deveroped. ln Argen-tlna practlcally wlthout contact6 wi.th the internatl0nal teaderehLp, keeplngscarcely a yrrttten contact rvith tts Latln Americr" i.frit"""i-iriil f"ru".In a report of the latt_er to the fEC of il.ay, 194i\, one coul,d read: ,,The i,atlnA,erican commr's'1.n (cA!) has tried tc unite arr ttese groufs-ione 
"ur"r" to.he CoR, the LoS and the 'regj.onal , ones) intc o:e organlsa.tlon, but up tolnow 1ts attempts havc faired. At first ,reir, diverl:encies were ninor and of
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tu.ihe ch::recter of the aevoLutlo,-r in ArIentlrs, r'hi::i tend: tc Jc:io:r:itri:

it lIl be excluslvely soclstist. :lecer:tlJ tl:r: lo;l ha's set:t ?r letter
c^t asking to be recognlsed as the Argentinr .i.:rtiori of the l"'. interllational.
( ,.. ) The 'Inicial' group h&s posed ihe 3.':clu,'rion cI co;irade 'uebracho as a
;niltlcn for the unlflcatlo:1 wi-th tire rlOli. 'he )Al. ilas sent a text expres6-

Yn,; its Jisapproval of thls u1t j-maturn. ( . . . ) :ox thc dlverge.'icies are talcLng
on a political aspect, anC therefore lt will 1;: r,irch easie} for us tc decl-de
wlrlch of the gl'oups exp?esses the td.eas of the 1/. internatloilal" (rr),

.:e have alreadSr seen the texts of the first lnterventio:'r of the IEC ln the
deilate, About the sane tl-rne, the latter decidecl to send a delegate to the
coulrtrles of the !;outilern ilone I rzlth the air,r of movin6 toirards the unificati.on
of the groups exlsting therc. Terence Phelan (pseudonym of Sherry ., an6;an)
arrived in Argsntlna durfu€ the first nonths cf I94I. ite dld so in the shape
of corresrpondent for the rnegazlnea rTlrner, ri,ife' and rFortuner, a jcb ho had
obiained at the request of the IEC, wlth the objsct of facilltatirrg itself of
his trips around ttre wor1C, in ord.er to bu1Id up contacts between the IEC and
the different groups. i,langan hatl edhered to U.:;. Trotskylsrn since 1914.

liio fj-rst stable contact seens to have been ln Argentina with the l0S, and
in q:l.rticula.r wlth the youth responslble for its paper (Jor;;e i.belardc ia-lnos,
rsevignacr). In hls flrst report to the IEri he notes the lnpassc frhlch the
I-CS r.ras in vls-a-vis its s).ogans referlng to l.raentlna and the wcrld. ,,,af. -
an i-.rpasse, ve say, connected to 1ts pollcy of '' tr ansf o:'xll nfa th€ i::.perlalist
rvar into e clvll-war" and rrevolutlonary defeatlsnr Ln a countly not invoLved

r tire rvar: "Not a kl-Io of meat, nor a gra..rr of wheat, for the imperia.llst
\or"rs'' - ls the slogan of the moment of the LCS - whlch proposes tc take
aCva:ltalie of the war not ln order to erproDriate ir:rperi,alien but j-n order to
suspend expol:ts. Phel€.n benoans the tpoornessr of thls slogan, and :sks
hlnself what the Brltl,sh and l'rench workers vould thlnk of it. At the s8n,le
tine he nai-ntalns, holvever, that the dlfferences between the iOS and the IOR
(e:r-GOR) are not progranl.ratic, but of 'app1lca.tton' (tactl-cal) (55).

fn contact Llkewlse vrith the I,oR, his relations wj.th it beco e trn6e qulte
rapidlJ'. In june, the unification congress of the POil and !0I of Chile takes
place. The result i-s the ?0R, Chl}ean sectlon of the IY. International ,
?helan takes part as a delegate fro the IDC and quebracho on hls onn account
for. the LOR. In thc course of the congress, ah,rlan reads fro:n tlie 'Lettertof Lo1'1: quoted above and transnlts a qreetln.- frc': the LC:l recordcri cu a
re3old. Justo reacts oif€nded, but tal:es tlic opp.rtunltJ, tJ pose lris poslt-
ions o:i rnatlonal llbe:'ationr, a thirrq the ccrl:ress is 1:ratcful io::. Eacl:
one sees the congresa i:.r,- a trlunph: Phelan beciuse he bel-ieves that !t had
de:ronstreted that the unlficatlon of the 6;rcrrps 1s pos3Ible. euebracho becauge
he sa\',' it as a trlunph oL' the 'revolutLoneri-er, - I,Ct( - a.i-Qinst the 'centrl,stBr
- the POI .

lrr Ar8entlna, Phelan notes aLso the weakness 5,nd dlspersion of tne groups
'..rf Trotskylsts. DLsplayln8 qreat energlr, he travels throughout the country
and convlncoe the tregionalI groups - of La Flata, :janta !,'e (animated by
Narvaja), and C6rdoba (rvhere Esteben liey and 'r.Iores r, a primltlve pseuator\ym
of Fosadaa, are) - to partlcipate 1n a procesis of unlflcatlon. Eventually,
he succeeds ln unltlng them all 1n a con,lttee of unlflcatlon whlch he then
proposes, in August, that the LOR partlclpates 1n.

?he ],oR accepts wLth reservatlons, as it consideLG that 1t ls colrect to
p!'eviously a!!1ve at a delirnltation of positlons. l'he cornartttee accepts the
crlterlon and proposes that each group presents w?ltten theses. The Los doeg
so. The LoR doea so toot but ln an odd way. euebracho la convlnced. that lt
doesnit concern t smoothlng-out dlfferences' but e poll,tlcst battle in lvhlch
hLs posltions must defeat those of ths 'icentrlstsr, and sta.rts pubrishln6 a
series of 'Documenta for the unl.fl,catlon of the Argentlne l'ourth rnr.;ernatlon-
alLst novementr, the flrst being a '3:r1ef chronologlcal outllner. In thea
he not only crltlclses the nosltlonB, but &lsro the trajectori-eB of the rlvargroupings, attenptlng to denonstrate the exlstence of a centrlst current fromthe vcry beglnlng of rrotakrlsri ln -.lrgenttra. rlve 'Docurirerltsr apr,.:ar, andthe Loit dlffusee tbem publlcalLy and corlti:ienteiil;r, and L:.Jrit11Ljes; lnpu:,turbed
'vex €rfter the unlflcatlon efforts have bxoken dow:}, ?hi.J attl.a3is to the



8
LC:i thc synpethies of other iatlrr A:.1erand also brought upon 1t the wrath ofcrttlciJn of phelan hlnseLf , who, d

r.can al.oups i : jic _uban a.rrd f.i.ra ,.1j.I ei:the other ArSentl:re ,lroups, ,,lC tile
lscouraged, notes th3t the Lor? ar.ii the J,OSdo not even agree on what i t 1s one must dlscuss.it 1s undenlable that in hls interventions in the efforts (ifthe:n such) phelan gave nuch nore lmportance to tit, orgthan to the polltical dlvergencles, whLch he trleC to

!'. There he afflrned, po

e of the liou:.tlt.

one cen c4l1
::nis;rilonal qi: estlolts
n1n1rr.1se " :ii E co^t11b-

Iemlcising " i,\l-r" corxrade
t1-y, the lvords oi our'

es and
3ontei(-i L:, i that

the 1dea. '-'liat 'icleal
It good

utlon to the CoEmittee of (rnlflcatlon conslsted ln a huge I Drat-t ilesclu tlonon Organisatlon of the lart
Quebracho hag novr quoted. on varLous occaslong, correcgreat theoretlclan L. Trot sky: "It ls the idea that creates t!1e c3-drnot the cadres the idea',. i'Jl'tat he forgot to rienticn !..,as :iirlquote, lvhich refers to a si tuatlon where we ah. eacl.y navcls ncthlng but the prograrrrn
enough to be ln agreement zrlth the progralrme of the I,i. Intcrne.tlonaamLve at unlty ? Iio, i.t ls not enoug

r)uebracho retortrri:
I toh. That pt:ogra,nna does .-rot resolye aLlthe manifol.d aspects whlch pertain to the revolutionary strateg;r in )e sub j ectcountries end only touches upon what p ertalns to the character oi the revolut -ion Ln them. Therefore the inperlous necasslty of completlng it faci nE up toand resolvlng the multltude of polnts of fundanental llnporiance for thecolonlal. and seml-c01onla1 countrles whlch u::ti-l :1o1.r have not been clar,lfledln a deflnitive nanner. nd as these polnts are, D:'ectsely, those !,/hlch a.rehere in dlspute, lt happen s, ln consequence, that the prograrme of the IV.Internatlonal 1n abstract ls not sufflcient, but that one must clarify and ben aqreement 1rr what pertalns to lts appllcat lon ln Argentlna,, (57) .I.helan utllj,ses the prograrnme for an objec tlve contrs.ry to that for ,,vhichit had boen wLltten: not

adoptlon of ths Transi tto
of :iew York, who lnstead
siudyinA how to ada.pt it
expLain it to the masses.

to open up, but to close the debate, Just aftei, thenal ?rogra;nme, Trotsky had praleed the l.rotsk..I.lstg

;rdependently of the ree,Jership of the :cur.th, one of its ro:rt i0rportanttatin American sections - the cuban !0n - lntelested itserf in the .,Ar*lentine,,
debate' poslng a more correct method and a nore ccncrete position oi1 the
proble:,'rs in dlspute. iriaybe lts letter had errivec toc rate (t,ebruer.y Lgez ?)t
"...ln the probleE of the Argentlne cor:rades there are two iunda ji3nta"i polnts
requlred,..for a unlflcation of our iorces in that country: the r,.-:iicular
evaluatlon of the Argentlne revolutlo:re-:y p::ob1 en, rtartinn f::or:r our i;arxlst-
Leninlst prlnciples, in order to transllate a Seneral sitr-ate,TLc line itrto tho
appllcatlon of the speclflc tactlc of strugfjle that co!'respond6 to the
condltions of the country and, 1n second pllree, the organ.Lsational as!)rJcts
conslstent wlth the pxevious point. i'i e belleve that thls way of s...ei:r..: thlnqs
has not beea p:roperly lnterpreted by tlre majorlty of cornrades, in splte of the
^crrect inslstance of the LOR on the necesslty of clarlflcBtlon flrst and

!"11f1cat1on after.,For us ths problexo of national libera.tion, glven our semt-colonlal status,
that is, as a country vrhere the najor part of the d.enocratlc galns have not
been attalned, ls an lntegral part of the general process of the perrnanent
levolutlon. It Ls obvlous that for us latlonal llberatlon does not maan tn
eny way the transfer of the lmperlallst enterprlses lnto the hands of a
natlve bourgeolaLe, but the exproprlatton, by the Cuban state, wlthout coop€n-
satlon, of such anterprlses. Thl-s lmpLes, qulte naturally, the conquost of
power by the Cuban proletarlat. And thle conquest of powar rrlll not be the
6oc1a11st revolutlorl, becausa what lt would do \./ouId be to comblne the demo-
cratic tasks rvlth thoge soclallst tasks posslble. ft would be positlvoly
na.t1ona1 llberatlonr but not Bxecuted under the hegemony of a bourgeolsle,
but of the wo:rklng cIase" (58).

The posltlon has the vlrtue of trylng to lntegr:ate the natlonal- problens
and the rpelmanent revolutlonr. One outlinos, nevertheless, a tendency to
seperate - to iplace a wa11 | - bet$,een tl:e derrrocratLc and tlle soclalj.st
revolutlon, when one poses tbat the taking of povrer by the proleta:.1at would
not be the socLaltst revolutlon. h.ecisoly, the takin{{ of por.rer by thepY.oletariat means that the democratlc revolutlot] has been transforned i,nto
-soclalist one, which rvlII csrry. out r1;r pass:[4' (Leniir) the ta.s!::r .1ot i.et

of merely repeatlng it paEot-fashlon, had set aboutto the corrcrete sltuetion in the USrr., and hc!:, to

W
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A tc::..; i1sl:cd oi' ^, -at:.o.:-:tic ni:-ture. ..uellr.Ji:jto _,:.ii1 

1.c:_e ii :lt-itil:it" rtcr-iaLlption.
7 .,, 'rlr',"r:7;jl *.*-:"""".ns a clear posltlon befor.e tne prci;1eirs. That cf phei-an,still colsiders natlonal Iiberatioi a:: a secorldar.y prcblen,Ei'rd I-efared to 1t in ltis te:(t to the ioi&rrrittee oi. Ilniflcation:

"Afrrentina is a serxi-ccronlal ccu.ltry, tle r:idely capit:rrisi-(sic) arrl celat-\- ively advanceC. thi-s latter fact is p.ir.rry and iunCame ,-,tal,, z.nd agreeir,ent onthis is Cecislve. TLre denro;rati" ."rt1rtlor, althoufah very a.,rarced, has notbeen cciipl-eted. ArrivinC tco late tn thls epoch of dyir.rg in:perlal-is;;, thenational bour.ecisie is inc;rpable of accomplishing the ;",;i;i;;'tasks of thadeinocri''tic revcrutio:r, including that cf Inational liberationr .ocr the yr-,keof i::.p rri:11sm.
"(,".) ,j:rc-uestionably, in Argettina a longing, vague but intenseo exlstsfor natlonar riberatio, frcr the :-mperialist-ycfe. '";ra"" -tr." "p 

Ji&r ty of noto:r1y l0si-np- as allies the urban and rurar petty bourgeoiste ani even proletar-1an ele enta yrho feel such a confused antl _implrial i.;t de;ir;, -Urt 
,f"o ofdelivering them into the arns of the natlonal_fasclst_de.ragoilue secto:, of thenational bourgeoi-sie, we cannot ri-sk dlsregarding that :-orrllog 

-rrf.i 

"f 
, co*ectlyunderstood and evaluated can serve as an lrnportant pcint oi JEp..rt,,"u for ou::propa;;anda.

,'But a point of departure for agltatlon, is not ths sejn e thlng s.s a sloganof 'national liberati-on', it is trre aescrittn4 of a problen not its sjolution.Cor:vlnced as we are that only the dictatorship of t:rl proletariat ca.n carryout not only thle but all the tasks of the democratro revolution we ,irr haveto take care In selecti"ng ou'' s1ogan6, in order to avold ..ry i".ra"r"y to blunt\-the class natule of our sorutlon. lu.rthermore, we must know the seco:rdery andtransitcry position vhlch the slogans refe*ing t" ;;i; fiJfrt"*"rrnt pr"ywlthin our programrre of action. Above all we :nust nct, ttrrough our lnterestln this problen, weaken even an inch our atruggle against the natlve capltalr-stexploitation. sumrning up, as a declsive prtn-ipta fn a.11 the =i"rr"" probrems,wo :.rus t a]"vays subordirate 'nationar riberationi to ti.," """ia p"or.tr.r"r,revolulion" (59).
l.or }-he1a]1, nationar. liberation is not an objective pr.ob1em, posed by thegt:rrcture of the country and the state and its connectitn rvitir rvorrd inperiar-isn, but subjectlve, a tvague longlngt of the nlddle classes and sorne workers.3is forr:rulatlon for the rovorutlonary party s.ppcars o:rIy as a concession tothose sectors, and nct as tl, e ,nethod a'liereby one rlisF,utls the leadershi-_ ofthe e::ploited r,?ith the bourgeolsie. ?he nationalist sectors of the fatter aleltle:rtlfiecl r:dth fascl-sn: !hrj1:rn acvances thus the 

"-r!r_Ll; 
en t ,rith whlch :rlnost

all the left enbarked upon, soon .lfter', .r,,itf, :l:,e uini-r5n l:enccritica,
'lrotsky had started i'rorn the woxld econorny, ftnally rrnlted under cal,j_tal

by imperiallsn, 1n order to defj-ne the adherence of al.l countries to the
capltalist econony. Phela:t i:rver.ts lt, and starts by ielining .Arqentina e.s
o capltalist country, an,i to postulate the de-ree of developnent of that

. :aplta)ts:: ( 'relatively advancedr) as a p:'inciplerl agreernent, The rvill to!'not blunt the cl-ass nature of our solution', and to ,subordinate national
Ilberation to the world revolutionr, are correct, out neither phelan nor the
IEC understands the l.atter as Leni-n:

"The social revolution cannot take place other tha-n lrnder the forn of a
period ln whl-ch the civil--war of the proletarlat against tho bourgeolsle Ln
the advanced countrles, unltes rvith a whole series of democretlc and revolut-
lonary movements, co prlsing the rnovements of natlonal lj-beration, 1n the
undeveloped, backrvard and oppressed nati,ong" (6o).

i'he whole text by lhelan appears marked by eclectlcism, owlng to the w111
to conciliate, and not to clarify' thd Positions i-n di-spute.

In every way, the Coruilttee of Unlflcatlon breaks up, at least i-n respect
of the pa.rtlclpation of the LoR, ln a serles of unclear cplsodes. In a prlvate
letter to i)urt1s, Ihelan points out his bellef that Quebracho !-s 'rcrazy; wlth-
.out doubt nentally unbalanced", whlch doea not etop hlm from seeing 1n h1m ae

"by far the rnost oynarnic politlcal talent of Argei'ltlne sociali'o" r f earing
that his }oss does lrot convert hirn into "a nalv i,:ussollni, destlned to Jo1n
fasclst ;ratlonalism, in the Vargas style" (trn al-lusion to the reproach
attributed to Zlnoviev against the itallan socialists, of havlng lost iriussollnl,
"the greatest talent of Italian sociallsm"). 'r'he private correspondence of

\-Phalan re.t'ea1s just ho\',/ much t4e problems po.jed by Justo worrled hiln ii this



fr1rrrrir:l;."i;"'ii"?i:i::i:l:::.:i,i1,, 
:;";:,;:,ff"i,,jn,i"i"i,.0.t,,i;).i.?"prescnt the,' As it turned outr the Loit deciderr to ,tay-in-irrl uor;,rritteo onlywith robserver' status. pneran'aec.LaIJ"ui tr," sa--n e trm-e ;;";";"'hels arreadyo,ace si.lfficieni ':o:icessions to the i-li' -i"" 

ur/je.rt need -tcr j-irelan is toorganlse 'the party 
" 

cr-rrtis writes to ,he10., ,'""o,r*ending caution in o:.der\-to not e'(clude euebracho ' r:-,"r".r 
"upiio'""ro ,"o rEC aski,g !t to srant hiroIts confldence, ,,as ne, concesslons tc Quebr.cho and the 27 in dispute, cun:i:il )il"lX:""H:r.:_r- 

tire other-i5-,iJ r-*i,,,,u ,:ounted,, (62). rt reinains un_
i;;;i";i;;.,:;.ilir;|1tt". of rhe firsr cons,ress of the pa-rtiao obr.ero c]e ia
commlttee "r ,iiii""?rXi""i:X";;:i":1 il"rlui;=";r:*rii *;ii::,i;.;,,;:.;",.For phelan, the stsl{e ru.."=,u,r-ii-iil Tr=.t....,-;";-.i;";;; ;::; ,,one. rhr.ough:'t" 'r hope that r h'rve exr''l-ained wtrat I want to ::ry by the disti:rctlo,: betweenmain poi'nts and secondary ores. ri ,""-ri"a our-ieii,res ln agreerne^i c,. t,efo-rIg", it is ny firrn cc:rtriction tirat ,rJ niunlri cation, t".""rsh t rrc orrani sa ii;;"i "ui::j,:i:::.i":fr 

ilt;i:r:rl::";Si"i:"f or di-scussion in a series o ''' i,rt ur',,"i-ir"ii 
i 1r"1 "i ,r" "ri u"!.ir..,r r- o.,, , (5r.The Lon wifl contln:te pu.bl,ishin4 it"-Il"r,nort" rrndcr the "oito ( flrst ofI,letrhanov, Iate, of ',-en.ln) r,efor"-";i;y;;; ourseives anrl vith the a_,iril of

#:i:;:f 
ourselves we nlrst pr e"i ou s:-1,- aiiii,,r t or"uurr"; -ir..; ""r."., 

^"0 cecislva
fn December I94I, then, the PORS held its 3cn.gress in lurrta j.axa, neerLa Plata. The delegates vrere no ,,or" ti"i-ti,irty or so. present were theord rQs (wlthout Ga110 0r i,irlessl no*),--irru groups florn La prata, c5rdoba,\-'oaarcio and santa p3 ' 'A'1sc the g"o"p' it 

"tio:lsport 
\'{orkers a.ound the yLr60sravliedanlch-Orza: 

1T-"r€ the delegates tt tfr" l. ]1ata Ercup, the young pnirslcsstudent Ernesto Sabato, rvell known leter as a :vriter (64j. ftreian activefyintervenes durin€ the ccrlg:l:essr above all i i.i thr: organlsational cisci,lslrlong- ti're lacr< cf acequate :nethods is rvhat he judges to have irnpecled the Argentinerrotskyists from growing' The progz'anrnatl; resolutio, r" ent"usted. to Jorgelagos and is adopted by the conrlress. .A. Cent:.a. _os:flittee is eLected ,,.floseGeneral Secreta:.y 1s tarbajal (:tervaJa). Tlyo firnc -onarleg are employed, whowere to stay in the caplta.]: posadas and Esteban iiey, although t!" f.tto",doubting le future prospects, refuses to mo./.) rri" lrriiy i"E" i6"u"0". thctreasurer wourd be the cernan (urt st--infe1d, an exlred iustrian wiro headed aGerman 1:roup ln rruenos 
-.a-i:'es that published a pe.per directed a.; exl}es fromthe nazi regime. steinferd, er,ployld at the o,rerseas riews A;";;y-i" e>:pert 1nhand11n13 lnoney and for some time organise<i the fiight of ntittalts (erprcfatfyof Jenish orlgin) frorn nazl persecutlon in Europe. The press, eventualr-y, r-sentrusted to rlorge .4-betaxdo lranos. The new peper is ca11ed 'i..rente i.Jbrero r -rorgano del PORST, altirou,lh its first rssue pxesents it as a fo11oi/-up torrnicial" taking over its nu!:bering. concerni.g the prograrrr:atic res.rr_ution,of whLch Lt is natural to expect that it refleets ttre resurt of the pra-uniflc-

giion- illscussions which we have been retating, *.e wirl quote a few paragraphe:
'r'iy'estlnghouBe understood rveLl when tt fuged r.,.lth siam pi tert, in order toexplolt the latln American rrarket 1n electrlcal nachlne:'y, General ,rotors an6l'ord underatand it rveIl when they re-open thei-r assembly workshops in the
country and pal such vast factorles. ?he 60 remanent slogan rnatlonal liberat-
ionr whlch elements such &s iiriari-anetti presunre realisabre by a popular govern-
ment of natlonar llberation has been concretised by the flnencial oli-garctrywlth the direct support of yankee capltal (55).

"The plesent one is not a ideformatlonr of the netional capi-ta11st economy,but ltg authentic form. The Argentlne bourgeolsle 1s lncapable of struggllng
or of attemptlng to stru€lg1e ag&lnst impexlallaol and therefore the strug8le
agelnst lrnperlal"ls! must be nalnly a stluggle Ha:alnst the natlonal bourgeoialo
whlch holdg the polltLcal power of the national and forelgn ex1:1o1ters.'.

"rt ls necessary to recognise that the war of the Argentine llepubl-i-c, what-
ever sector of the bourgeoisie that hords por.,er &nd one of the lur-periarist
sectors, would be an imperial.ist w;rr " (56).

the resolutio:1 not on:l-Ji :ralntalns thc r)osl:ior1s previous to the discussion,
but totally ignol'es }helanrs texi. l.lisr ecleqtiJrsoi ire&nt that his j-ntervention
totally lacked an;r political influenc:e. short:1.:.- af +.er the coriEreES l)helan went
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e !lliA, /jilere ::e i-s](s for tne recoi :iiticn c: tlle P-r'1S rr:; i-i'- r- L f-iciaI
the 1V. I nt erna ti orrel .

'.':ha,t klnd of lndustrlallsatlon :'

The intervention of the leadership ,-., f the , o,ixti) ciq ri3t .r ti.il.l.'ii€ in .r:i/ way

the posltlons of the Argentine Trotsk)'i-st sector ''"'i tll r"/hicir 1t maintalned
privl-1eged relations. Characterislng the country! tha Iatter ba':ed itself'
Lo*uru", .1ot on t1.otsky nor. on the Botshevlk tra.lition ol tl:e l. Interl-lltlonal,
but on the Argentlne socialist tireoretlcian ;nc had Ceveloped the t'o;t coherent
characterisatlon: the refornist Juan i, Justo (see 'Internacional.j-snc' iio J)'
Fox Justo, the lncorpo:.::tion of the ijreat Jnaiority ci national territory :nto
production (atrarian) for the \yorl-d markei, ,,.,/as :r typical exiunple o.i 'capitalj.st
colonisati-ont. The ba-ckr',,ari1 charactcr of this cai,italls, hoxever, .iid not
escape hir: lack of industrisl developnent, agrarlan bacl:wardness, p:.eJominance
of z:nti - d enocrati c pol1tica1 forrns, ror hiri, t:1o axls of econom!c ceYelopxnent
y/hj-ch lyould aflow the supersesslon of those defects was forelgn capltal: ''!h3
entry of great masses or' foreign capital ls necessary and inevitable... Th6

great constructlon enterprlses that 1t ls nece:rsary to calry out in order to
conplete the evolutlon of the country and the rrorklng pcople vrho inhebit lt'
cannot be made by the nstj-ve rlclr cIass, dissipated and inept". ''orei:n
capital is uoin€ to accelet:ate the ecorlo(nic evolution oi the cou.1tr",*, ;inti wj-th
even greater force 1t is Scing to accelerate its po-]itiJal ani social ':vo1ut-
ion" (57).

This schetra, formulated at the start of the century alld accordin.: !o which
the backrvard countrles y"ouId re-run, vla the lrlflusnce of external capital 

'
an economLc and pollt1ca1 cycle simtlar to tire advanced ones' waa taken up
lltera1Iy by the lrotskylsts four decades Iater. The dlfference conslsted ln
then Beel-ng the process 8.s finished: industrla.Iisatlon of the country, assoc-
lation of forelgn capltal wlth natlonal capltal, Y/hlch had strengthened the
ArEentlne bourgaoisle pernlttl-ng lt to errect itself as a fu1ly ruling cl-ass.
This was rvhat they based ther:selves upon ln order to pose the 'scciafist revo-
lutlon' as the future stage of development. It is undoubtable that the Junp
ln the Lrgentlne industrlal growth durin€ the 19J0's lnfluenced thelri irr dra"vlng
that conclusion.

But, had the country been Industrlallsed :'ea1Iy 1'

ArgentLna had fully entered the interni:tional cai:italj"st circurt by the half
way of the last centurJ', as a producer of prine:raterials (1eather, ccreels,
assf,), for the lndustria]ly advanced nations. The first great inCustries to
develop (cold-storage and :'allwa1rs) were an appendix to tpastoral ArI'entj.nart
that ls, they consolj,dated Argentina as an agrlcultural appendlx of tbe indus-
tr1al development tn the vrorld capitallst centres. The perj-od of proeperlty
of the economy based on the ranch and commercial capital elso gave a shove to
the ernelgence of celtain lndustrles whlch produced lor the horne narl(et. It
was an lndustry lLmlted to the foodstuffs branch and to other essentlal proal-
uce, not competltive due to the cost l-nvolved and tho distance from the rvorld
manufacturing contles. It dl-d not concern an lndustrialisatlon, as lts capaclty
for oxpaneLon waa very llmlted, and "one produces rvlthout a heavy industry on
a larga scala appea:rl"ng, 'flhlch at that sane level of the 19. century would have
characterlseal tho order of other societles totally different flom each other:
the Unlted States and the German. Argentlua y/11.1 lose ltB loca.l and re8lonal
stluctules of productlon and consuption, rv!thout tre,nsformlryl itself lnto an
i.udustrlal power" (68).

The axls of economic development was, then, agrarLan production ln functlon
of the neeala of the lndustrlal powers, and the growth of Industry was subord-
inateat to that. Latlfundign congolldated ltserf as tr productive unlty and the
land-ownlng ollgarchy as the rul1ng class. fhls will lead the Argentine
economy to subordlnate l-t6e1f to the accumulatron of capital wLth its contre inthe lndustrlal natlons (above att, tsrttaln). But the litter, ovrl ng to the
accumulatlon alraady overf).owlng thelr natlonar bordera, launched themselveBlnt o 

. 
penetratlng the backryald countrtes, obtar:llng investments for thel-r surpruscapltal' An extrerilely profrtabre investment r/as in pubric servlces a.nd bond,sof the backward countiiLs, v.'hose capitalisi econorric deveropment ivas thus born,



prlsoner to i"ntern,.lticial 1-lnance capital . In our cou,.try, in 1aB5 459, ofthe capital of re ralLways was ln Argent!-ne hands a3alnsi 'r.fy-fCry; 
by l-B9Otlnterest pald by Argentlna_to forelgn capltal represented, AOi of the totalexports ln I€8I, 44'! rn 1884, 5@ fn fee5. Thls process, Uy oat<lng thecountry ,rore and more dependent.upon l-ts primary exporta, liquldatid anyflnanclal basls of 1ts own for-lniustry, .t thu "rr" tlme, lt lald the baslsfor the poll-tlca1 dependence of the staie. In l89O,1n toirf fin".r"tal c!1a1s,the government ernptled the.country of forelgn exchange in order to pay thefolelgn debt: forelgn capltal appioprlatea limost ttre totar. natrona!. surprus.I'The centre of po\yer appeared to srritt ltself from th. p";;,r;;;;-tf tn" ro""trepresentatlves of the world centres of declslon (]r"y";";-;i;.i"iJr", r.t"r_medlaries) " (69).

The llneal scirena of J.B.- Justo, failed, by not taklng Lnto a,ccount thatcapltar, consldered on.a worrd-gcare, had'atleady attalied t ts-iuii'maturrty.rn the advanced countrres rt showe. wtthoui pretence ii"-rr""irriiv-torrardEthe exploJ-ted, and turned chauvlnist and reactlonary. In the backwardcountrles 1t would conpe-t-e.11 obtalnlng super_proflts (superlor to the worldaverage), for whlch 1t alrred it"eri-"iti-iil ,o"t reactrons.ry crasses,consolldatlng the economlc, soclal and polltlcal forms of backwardneas, onwhlch their domlnatlon was seated.

TL

The lndustrlaL growth s tar t1 ng from 1930 was limlted to replaclng thoseinCustrial products v/hi ch already could not be bought on the worlC market aaa consequsnce of the faII in buying power of the prlmary exports, The j,nter_natlonal prlces of Argentl,ne roductB fell by 4Ol between 19?6 and l93Z ,,_ whlle the Lndustrlal goods ma ntalned thelr prevlous value. The causea of
p
1

lndustrlal development lvBre not lnternel but external . "There wa.a not adellbetiate wl1L of the governlng powers nor an integrated development oflndustry as a consequen ce of the natural procesa of expanslon, 1n the Ityleof what occurred Ln th6 retropollses. The market ex lsted, 1t had a measurabloa.nd known damand whl ch supplled 1tself untj.I that nornent from the export aand that could be satls f!.ed thlough the local produc t1on,' ( 70) .lhe econornlc content of thLe 'lndustrialisa tlon' was not typlcal to thavrhich occurred 1n the advanced countrles: the relatlve dlaplacement of the
t

productlon of consumer goods by that of goods of productlon (machines and1ntlustrial ltemg). Rather, the productlon of consuner goods continued ( andcontlnues) predomlnatl tn an overrvhGlmln8 f orm in the lndustrLal st ructul'e .By lts socls.l content , the lnCustrlallsatLon in the aCvenced countrla s meant,1n the last century, a tr ansformatlon of prop erty relations: the expropriatl onor transformatlon of the old feudal clasaes and thelr dlsplac ement frompolitical porer ( bourgeols democratlc revolut1on ) vrhlch lald dorvn the bagesof the expanslon of i ndustrls.t capltal . In Argentina (anC 1n the backwa.rdcountrlee) , tho old o llAarchy assoclated l tse lf rzi th thls bastardl seal procoasof i ndustrlal isati on , whose dynaral c factor was forelgn capltal. i he'Argentlne'.ndus try t coneoJ-idat ed in the 19l0's, ysas a consequence of the lndus tr 1a1-crLsla ln the advanc ed countrles and an appendix of the lat t er : "The enormougnass of wolkera cond emned to ldlenese and the hlgh p ercentage of lnactlveequlpment ca1led for th6 openln€ of ne,lr tralkets lnto to recover stabill ty andthe 16vel of proiluctlon of prevloue ears. . .Thus was born rexport subBtltutlon Iin the centrea. Clven that ttrey coul d not gend complete plant to thedevelopeal countrles because theEe could uot pay for them, they lnstall edf1n^a1 -assembly p).ante ln oriler to then conttnue sendlng th6m parts. ?hGcombat strategy (rlth othe! iEperlallst coun trles) requlree installl ng entor-prlses in other countrl es and genoratlng c
enticLpatod ln the 1930 rs

a.p tlve cl lents fo! the poa
a proceas that would spraad

sLb1eexportg" (7r). Argentlna
throughou t thc world 1n the subsequent decadss.The dletlnctlv e charact erLatlcs of thls rlndu str1al1sat1on. are:a) The stagna tlon of 1ndustry on a plilmary level of developnent: Ln L937,the establlsh&ents wlth Iees than lO rork6rg were 85.5X, of the total ( tbcproportion grew subsequently). ?o thlB art lsan-type bas1s of lndustry oaemust add thatcharacterlse the dawn
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of lnduetrlal productlon) t ln L9)?

nue beLng predom lnant ( thoge whlch
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can only be sati efl edab road. Almost alL flrst class artl cl es requlrc for thelr
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?he consequenco of the whole process is the poli ti eal prostration of theata te. The need to ntalntaLn the ijrl tl urark et for the prluary Drodue ts led
the Argentlns governm ent to slga the R oca-Runclnan pact 1n 19fl , rvherein theArgsntlne government ln exchaDge, maile all typea of concessLons to Brl taln_ customB concegsl ons transport nonopoly ln BuJnos Alres, types of prefer ent1alexchange, clogure of the narket to B italnrs co:pet1t or s, etc.), ttrat Ls it
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rrenouDced the rJ-ght to freely deter:rlne the po11c1es of the stat e.The supposed indu s trlali.satlon of Argentlna was an exarnple typlcal of theconbined development
ln t ech nol ogy vrlth agrarlan and tndustrl,al backwardness. The beck

las t wo::d
conmon to the backwar.d coultrl eB Yrher e one conblnes th
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awandnees of lndust did not lrnpede the fact that alreadJr ln I9j6, 4T factorl" es)centratlon exceeded by more than Ie t lrnes that cf :Iorth Anerican industry (75 ).It concerns an lndus try whlch wag born monopollsed, r,,l thout passlng thr oughthe stage of free competltlon ( !,/hLch was the rnotor of lt s developne.t I n theadvanced countrl es ) the lndustrlal census of 1935 lndL cated that 571 11m1todcompanlea controlled 2,3 0C establl shm ents whlch yl elded b e tlye en then nrore than5@. of tha total productlon. Thls smaI1 group of nonopolies obtaln enorrnousprofits, baaed on the agrarian end industrlat backwardness: the flrst producesa constant flow of cheap labour from the countrytoth e tovm, the secotid se egthat the ma.rket prlcea are flxed for 9v); of the enterp rlses (of an artlsan_ tvp e) :the enormous di.ffer ence 1n price between the latter and large-scale indus tr J1s pocketed by the monopolles. It concerns an industry whlch lives-off the'ckwardneas , exactly the oppoElte of t he youthfll1 stage of lndustrlal capl tal}ll the tretropollses (when i t fought to destroy the backwand forms of industrlalproductlon artisan guilds and agral1an pxoductlon feudal latlfundia).Argentlne lndue trl' expendod withln the 1im Its flxed by 1.nperlallst capltal .!'ar from accentuat1ng the econoeic 1ntt6psndence of the country, Lt iucreaee dlts depondence, addlng to the nanufac turod goods the Industrlal itemg andproducts that had to be bought abr.oad l'ar fron secullng the Argentlne bour8-eo:[ s1e tn control of the state, the polltlcal y/elght of forelgn oapltal wasstrengthened, as much as by the declslve welght of 1ts partlclpatlon 1n lndustryras by tho lncreaEe of dependence on lntcrnatLonal flnance capi ta1 .A11 thle eecap
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_rq
tl,rcj. adcpted thc onrJ' one the Argentiile 1ef t iraii pr:c,luced u:)ti1 tirst :iorrent(that of reforrnist socialism) try:.ng to draw fron. it. ,revo1utlo.r"ry, 

"on"tr"io.,r.In such an adaptationi-.t fabour ifl"] 
"ut""ulud even in respect tc ihu 1,1eg13srruof Juan ts' Justo, as the latter pointea o,it'ir," i.,e.-.r:acity of ,re natlve rul1ngclass to create a rmodern,. cap-italist 
"o"rt.;'., 

.r,iri-1e tire ,LrotskJ,iists pr€sentedit as an exemplary bourgecis c1ass, lvlliclt ;raa l.irl 1.i ro,i. reted th..j o5jectlvesof natlonal ltberatlon anal the democratic re1.r-)irrtior:.

The death cf tile !OR.

lfter the creation of. the pORS, the potitic:.1 al.ier:r:it:ve for. ,re l,Oii lsthat of continuing the flght for i bs i-d-eas, on a r.Iiltr-onal anc intern*tj-oaal-scale, ith bhe perspecti"ve of buiJ"drrl3 a iendency lYiti:in the 4. Inter.ational .Justo retrospectively presents thtngs as if such a tendencl, had e;<iste,1 ,infact.r,_vrhich is. perhaps not far fron the truth (viz. ;;; q;.;;; irin tire pop.sof Chlle and Cuba). But clrcu&stances d1d not per:nit the LOR to be ar{fthingbut a snaLl gr or.rp shaped in the personar niould tf quebract.ro. The fe::eona'ltyof tite latter - ryho had already showed hts tendency to me;.3a1onanlu'iZOl _ -iianot in a4y t/€ry predispose h1m to start a long_ter::n struggle f. o,r a .inorityposition.
rn i'ebruary 1942, referrlng to the recentlJ. rrci-n poiis, tne Lo:r rvirl statethat it is more "v,/orthy of pity that cf critlclstrr',. i'r,hi cil r./i11 :1.Jt preve:rt 1tfrorn systenatlslng its differences with the poRS, of yJhich .,ye Eish to :iuotesomer "4)...before the increasingly greater and inoie presslng ailvance oflmperialisrn 1n the dependent countrles, Bome bourgeois sectors oi the latter,in order to avold being smashed by imperlelism and struggling for their ou.nexistence, can rlge up against lt, startlng an actlon that t[ey rvirl neve.

carry to lts end, but whlch the revolutlonary proletariat, x,lthout giving up
the nost intransiuent class struggle, and without ceaslng to polnt out that
the bourgeolsle rvill sooner or later betray thls actton, can a.cco:npan), yrhile
it laste, trying to galn the las.dership of tt In order to coraplete it.

,,( .. . ) 6) . . . the proletaxlan vangu&ral of the eolonial and sefli-colonial
countrles rnust pose ltself, ln the flrst p1ace, the agrs.rlan and antl-
lmpertallst revolutLon, reallsed throu8h the conquest of power by the woxkinE
class and the eetabllshnent of tha dlctatorshi-p of the proletarlat.

"7) That the proletariat in porver, reallsing the agrarlan and anti-
imperlalist revclution, cannot stop there and, ln agreernent wlth the nrincipres
of peln&nent revolution, accordlng to the economic condltlons of the country
and ahvay s counting on the sufflclent force or wlth the adequate help of the
world proletarlat, \,,/111 lmmediately pass to the socialist tasks" (77).

It is worth looking closer at thi.s text, which represented the maximum (and
tinal) potnt of elaboratlon, by the LOR, of re prcbleris of the revolutlonary
pnograi-,r.rn9 in our country. The conceptlon of an "3ijrarian and anti-imperiall-st,,,
or even, democratlc, revolution, is taken literally frorn the theoretical.
ersenal of Stalinism of the thlrd-period (1929-34). The l,irst !atin-,1mericanlConference of the C.I. (June 1929) indlcated: "every tendency to create an
lndependent natlonal economy wLthin the franev;ork of bourgeoi-s Iegality, 1s
doo,-'ed to failure. Onry a bourgeol6 de[oocratic revcrutlon directed against
imperlallsm and the great IandIorda, can create the condltions for that
lndependent development (...) ttre real struggle for national independence must
be reallsed againet the large natLonar bourgecisie and imperialism, from whlch
one deduces that the character of the revolution in L. Amerlca, is ono of a
bourgeois democratic revolutlon (...) That }evorution y/l-11 have to put in the
flrst place: the struggle agalnst the great 1and1 ords; for the gJ-vtn41 of the
land to those !,yho work lt3 struggle agalnst the natlonal govern^.aents, agentsof irnperlalLsm and for the workers and peasants goru".,r"ni,' (iilnute8 of th6
South AmerLcan Secleta.rlat of the C.f . publlshed by 'La Correspondencla
Intexnaclonal I , Buenos Ai.res, 1929).

underneath the verbal conceggions to the feverlsh ultra-Ieft1sn of thestallnlst 'thlrd-perlodI, one observes something else artogether. one scorns
'boul61eoj.e legel-l-ty t ln order to postu}ate...a revolutlon whtch stops at the
bour6eols democracy. ?he 'workers and peasants govelnment' is not, as 1t wasfor the flrst congresses of the C.I., €. popular version of the 'dj-ctatorship
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o-.tirerroleta;ilrt'(tcbesuc:r,it'aorrlcihaveiccorlC€!rltlrcpro)-etr'rr:rn
revct,rtion): j-ts cortent ir' ':iven by the chare-cter cf the revcl!:ic:l
ia",i,""i.,ii"l ' 1'he sane ter:i arlcs: "1i woul d be a grave error to overest''mate
ihe "ole cf tile pett:\' bour,-'zeolsle arrd the 1|rcvir'q j'ndu-<trtaI bour,1eoiale' as

posslble a:tlies ;f the airti-l'r'pe;'1a11r:t revolrrtior' In some cases they can

beronentaryal'11es;butthelnotlve-fol.ceoft.I,]erevcl.'Ition.nrlstbethe
workersandpeasantS,..fhesubseo'uentceStln}.clthlsConcer.tionlsvell
tno*n, the ,iro,nentary' all)r transfor.nec lt..r-:lf lnto a 'perr:anent' cne, and

j;talililsrr, illto a perrnenent a1ly of the :'ratlve ircurgeoisle' The a1ll''nce
betwee,-1 the llorkers and the peasants should nat 1ea-ve the frarework cf tbe
bcurgeoi.s d enocrl ti c revolution'

lhecIlticie,loflrotslrylSt,'liookupan,]e:1r'ic]iedthethesesoft:1ei;.I.:
the historical epoch i-r, ,.rnich the bourJeoj.sie could 133d a conslsteot struggle
for.le:locracyiiasended,the.,nti.ilrlpertlliststru€g}eoftheSackwar,jand
oocressed colntries !nte!rates itself tlrus tnto the process of the world
;;;i;;;i"" !.evclution. And it requlred: in the n€asure in.,yhich the ivorking
classtakestheleacershipoftheantl.-lnrperlallststruggle,inwlrlchlt
realises the lvorlier -p easant alllance "fiShtlng lrreconcilably a8alnst the

inftrr"rr"" of the l1b erel -na tl ona1 bourgeolsle", it transforms the democratic
,evotutlon lnto the soclalist revolutlonr convertlng 1t therefor6 into a

.p,ryg4 one. Sonething more: only the Proletarian revolutlon can make the
iiJiETIil" of democracy tri)xnph, as the_nat1onal bourgecisle' through its fear
of the noblllsatton of the proletarlat (whlch sLsc turns agalnst lt), ends

up allylng ltse1f with lmperlallem against the nasses'
The proglamnae of the lcli turned out to be g nixture of Trotskylst ldess

and the St;11nlst ccnception. fron the Trotslrylst point of vlew' the Prolet-
arian vanguard cannot pose i,tself | "1n the flrst place, the agrarian and

antl-funp ertali s t revolutton', (bourgeols, in othel words) as a process indep-
endent ;f the soclal1gt xevolution, that 18 to say of any revolutlon effect-
lvely led by ths proletariat. Another failure of Justo was in )ot character-
islng the Ar6entj-ne rul"lng claases (their dlvlslons, the nature of their
le1a;i-ons rvlth imperialisn, their attitude faced rvith the natlonal problens),
liraltlng hlmsel-f to pointln8 out that "some sectorc of the bour8eoisla can
rise up agalnst 1nperiallsm". lvhich ? The great polltical problem posed by

rat questlon - the attitude of the proletari-at before the bourgeols natl-on-
aIlst movesrents - ls not even sketched out. The opportunlty lrhlch the
e:noretence of these movenents gives to the workers vanguard of posing a
proEranme 01' consistent struggle &88Lnst lnperlalisn (anci, therefore, of
af"p,rtf"g the leadership of the nailon w'ith tbe boul:geolsle) is substituted
by a "accompar\y it vrhile 1t lasts"' which slides tow€rrds the theory of the
strateglc bloc wlth the natlonal bcurgeolslo.

Justo, subaequentl)', rnoved towaxds natl,onalist posltlons: he ellded up
postulating that the Latirl American eoancipatlon shorrLd result 1n a aevr natlon
rvhich he calletl 'Andeslar. Loaically' he broke Ytlth ?rotsliyisn' wh1" ch waB
already announced at the end of the artlcle r.rentloned: "The J, Internatlonal
was folrled more fron above dovmwards (...) 'Ihe 4. Internalional , in dlalect-
ical contradlction tylth the 3.r vr1I1 construct ltse1f from below up\vards,
not 1n the shad6 of the preetige of the ltusslan revoLutlon, but on the besl8
of ilard.st prlnclplss, of the study of the experLence of that revolutl-on and
of the falLure of the 3. Internatj"onal. Therefore we €ilve much morc j-mport-
anc6 to our own programne than to ang- r'ecognltlon from abroad".

?ure deoagogr. lio revolutionary party (no party in general), much less
an Internatl-onal , constructs itself f:'om below upwards. As Justo htrnseff
llked to quote: r'it is not the cadres that crea.te the programne but the
progrEume that creates thee". The proglaxn-Ee, at first, ls preserved by a
levolutlonary vanguard, which is what sreatoe the organtsatlon startlng froo
that programne. otherrvise, one would have to rvait untlI the exptolted go
through all the previoua experl,ence, ln order to arrlve at the revolutJ-onary
concLuEions of the prograrnne (to whlch, moleoveri only a vanguard will arrlvc
at). rn reality, $rhen Quebrechc wrote "froD berow upy/ards", tt strould read
"from me downvrards", as revealec four months later when thi6 curlous ccncept-lon or- dLalectlcs applied to the corrstructlon of Internationals, transfortrred.
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!tsel,f i:)to the g!oteaque sloaan: ,,:;elthcr iioscori, 1or i,ely ro:.k,1 I :rev;lutlo;161ry!'ourth rntornaticne}l!",.'.1:1ch terni-n3.tec a letter jr.o!: tu--i)rachc dlr"cted tothe nembers of the LoR aud lts sjii;ipathlscrs abroad. fhe rctter had a :r,ersa6efor the riternatl,onal Executlve cor,srlttee: '-i-l-1 thosc, :lfil,lateJ ?iith .,he sa.ld; l:is havc demonstr8ted :r f rexj.bi-1lty of the :rpina). cc1:r:,r:r very .rpt i1 orrle!to operal"e anon€ us as re!:'esentati.ves cf ycursclves. :h,rt iL re 'ArEt,rrtinesectionr you deserve and require,'.
Yet l-1- 1t h&d been so, it would trave ieces...jitateC e politlcsl conyergence

betil'een the interna.tional. l.eadershlp anc the .r,rrrenti:" *illta::ts Jrho ignoredthe naticlal questlon. r,ut Justo refused to eonbat i.t inside the -ioirtl:.ile stated' acdresslng hrmserf to hls cor.rade:: ,'cur- stru.qgle r,.,a.irrst centrle1n this colrrtry and ln l,atr-n Amelice leads usi 39 a consequeace, into carryr-ngout the strug€!]e agalnst centrlsm 1r, r-ts 3'.,? present redoubt, the s,:i of theusA" ( 78) .
l.he delirlurl: of the pcsture becane q:rickly evldent. the stru:g1e a€aj-nstrcentrism I whlch shour-d flnlsh 1n l.iew yorL aftcr having crossec ar1 Lr.tinilnerica, in realLty ild r:ct get bejrond the lLmi. ts of gieater i3uenoE- tr ires.The :rajority of the members of the LO3, J-dentlfrea wiih Quet,racrro, abe-ndoned.tt' :':ateo Foasa made clear that he dlc so in cppcsiticn tc the breari ivlth

r'r ew York (wlth the rv. rnternational). Justc iniended a battre of.rparatusesv/ith the leederehip of the iiourth. iie ,,r'ho hac fought the 'ceairists ' and for'n"tiona1 llberatron' in Ai'3entina, s<.:u6ht tc ::rIy i.ri'selrr with the .crtLAr0erican centrlsts 'Jt'ho, had :ior0e time algo aireaiy brokeil.]vith tl,e r ilt er.n,j.tlona1 :oeh1er, Stanm and Welsbord (the first having broken wf tf: frcts*y opposinehimself to the de,and for the Inatiollar indepeidence, cf the-uti.rne). .iot8.1L fallure' as the ab ove-r errti oiled factlons dlsa'ppesre<i strortry aiier.ihat llttle reealned of the LCir pubrished i- touth r,r, err cl-BurL e tirr ( fivelssues appear.d ln a yeal) alned at orcanlelng the break of the grcups of theoontinent wlth the rcentrlstsr, who .ridualr-y bccane transfcrraed. into .the
agents of !yal1 Street,,. ,ihe only success was the picking up of a tj-ny andshort-1ived ',lga obrera Llarxr-sta' of oruro (a-spr1i r""r-til, .,lourr or- the?altido sociallata obrero ,oliviano of the ex-IoR lurinary irrstan ..iaroff)whlch will dlssolve il.-u},l lpo" the dlsappearance of the LoR, integratinglteerf into the p'Rr the 3011v1an sectl0ir cf the Iv. r"turo"iio,r.r, rhc poRof ih1le anil of cuba va1nly sent ]etters to the L.R sskini! it to reconsiderthe attltude adoptad. The paper of the LOil, the ,Lucha Ofreiaiisitfr fl_le lar8eprtnt-run) wrlr 6et surpressed. The ferv irerbers of tne ion i:egi,n to reave.At tire tlme of the c-oup of .1 . June 1943 ( beforo r./hicl.l the l:,Oif Jro.rLces itslasr dacraratlon) only trvo remain! QueLrec::o ,"e ."-r}"a" ;;:"i;. (pseudoqynrof the gastrouomlc worker Errique Cannona). lhe ].rtter also Leaves, in orderto .'eturn to hls natlve province cf the chaeo. '.i.50ri,o JuBto, exhausted, alsorrithdlaws to the lslands ci rbiruy, whcre he i.,411 renaln tori-o ,ror"u"" of 5,gerr.Thus dled rhe IoR (79).

rn a very brief lapse, Quebracho had succeeded i, erasi-ng- wlth hi-s elbowt-the best that had @erged fron his hand,
Ar:gentina trourth Internationali st *oru,r"rrat'1.1 Io:1-:1",1" had politlcised the
lt out or th€ te*ain or pcrsonar ;i";;;;; l} ;.i]il fi';::'i:l"i*l],*;""llit*effl:rm' wlth G. Lora: "he has the 6"""t """att of hsvln* polnted out that thetrotekylm of hls t*no conrlttod tie erroi of asslmilatlng .{.r6ent1na to thelmperlallst Eetropollsos. Rnd ignorln8 the national questlon, one orves to htnthe r.tu,',i at laast- 1n Argontina, ti the contrlbutions ot r,unrn-,na .rrotskyin that r€spect" (go),. Then,_in inn r""" or *re iir,ri1irn"p, -il" 

areclaneirthe rnove*ent founded by Le6n-?rotsty it"u. y"r.s before to be dead, and hesought to reproduce on a ryorld scarl the .rlratu ur'ich he hlmserf hadrepudiated ln Argsnti-na s. short time ear1ler. rnstead or conr:.onttng theEovement (th6 Iy. rntornatlonal) wi.ttr- r]-tasks i,,/hlch appried themserves(the progranoe), he rgnoroo u"tr, ""i'ririt.o h:-r".etr to exiendl'g the labelof rbureaucrater to its leaderg.
ooncernlng th€ programme - and afte. a rnrrnber of years of programmatlcstmggle - he thought it c:rough i. t""n"[ ine anatheoa of ,cc,suropolitanlsrr,.rgnoring the sense of p.oportro., nc saw rrrr.seli sr: tire r",raci oi i. )1ew v,/or.rdmovenrent' and 'ahen thpt tto railea, n" ronroreri. hir,self ,iii"ir,J',1., th.t he

_ 
*"u r, prophet before hls time. ,t"'""nti""" ,zi-th t,orln: ,:irl..ii=-trou .ruebracho
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1".ui.)caed iii$scli 1ntc .: stru.g5le a:lalnst |ri.n,.i-r:il11g. ile iook t'r;c o1:i',ion of
'r ie,1, learlers e.s 1f 1t re!resented t:1e tho:,iht: oi :he di-iie-acrii ;. rr',;-cs, as
if tire Iatter could have e\haua,teC the Ci.-cu!:sion ol t:-re pro):Ienl: ,,]or:cd 1:'r
Arzentl r:a " (81).

So it is. ls {uljote visile,J ic ::upel'3ei.-! r.rc ,.I:iloits: u: ::.rCi j ,.,- .j$1,
sc Justo wlshed to supersede thcs.-. ci trotrky, irrt ),,,itircu: the ralel;: i-r:.

the sacrlfices of the larter, the li]st :itep was undertill(en ,/il,3it ir )"9)9, Ln
his stubborn efiort to rsupersede' lrotsky, he published a boolr a,:cusi:€ hlm
of "havl-n€i put hlmself at the service of /i:rl1 Street,'. Infa:ny &n,j p._rthcio[J
are nixed up in thl-s regu.rgitated heap of o1d stalini-sb slanders. i,h.,_t ts
curlous is the political arllrrrent (the onl.y one) used b;r QuebrzLcno in o:.r'ler
to base hls bizarre th3ory: that of Trotsk:/ havlrg ciefendad - a.aarnst
lmperiallsm - the,natlo-1?lisetion of l;exlc&n o11 carried out by tile i,c)vern-
nnent of Ceneral O&rdenas. Trotsky also had to explain the nationalist
character of the neasure for an ultra-leftlst group - applauded b:r iiuebracho
- rrho sai.r the ueasure ln teryns of "a nanoeuvre of one irxperialist secror
against another, at the sane tL::e as he defended I progratu*ie of elass indep-
eidence in the face of cirdenes and hls stance, and was for "vrorkera ir(anase-
rnetlt of the nationalLsed lnClrstry',. We can share, 1n the face of such a
ridl-culous accusatlon, the lndLgnatlon of iiledunlch Orza: "It ls ,,ye1} l(nown
that the who)-e taperlaltst reactlon, ivhether pro-Engltah or pro-yankee,
accused caralenaB of exproprLatlng the o11 fLrrns on advtce from ,.lrobsky (...)
And flnal,l,y, !:rlth errors or wlthout then (Trotsky) dedicated all hts 1lf6
ln the struggre for the enanclpatlon of the exproited c1ass, whlch vras not
the same as the splrltual pleasure of a euebracho" (82).

Upon endi-ng h1s rinter.nal exilet, Juato beca,re enthused over the role
pLayed by the !0R In the -Bo11v1an revolutlon, tc ryhlch he dedtcated a book.
connected rclth the PoR, he attenpted to convlnce Lt of his vtews about e.
new Internatlonal, opposed to the }.ourth. At that tlme he publishedrEstrategia Revoluclonarl,a r, 1n whlch he goes over the struggre we have been
re1-atlng, and rastuteiy' elimLnates a eritlcal reference to c. LoIa (a pon
leader) contalned l-n an ortglnal documsnt of the time reprod.uced in the saldvolume- y"hen the PoR reproached hlm for hls lncredible book rLeon trotsky yyla11 Strsetr, Justo reacted by decl-arlng it hls deadly enemy.

Gul11ermo rora, who knew h1m durlng hls perlod of enthuslasm for ilollvia,
said of hfun: "lhe son of Presldent Justo preoccupled ln oaklng scaildals inhls own country and outslde of lt vrlth the premecitatad. objective of drarving
the attention of the press to hlnself, could have had some future (...) But
r,lborlo Justo flnished hlnself rvlth revoluti.onary politlcs when he sought to
draft a course of actlon for th6 contlnental actlvlty of the i,iarxigts from hla
confortable study (...) Ue who voluntarlly escapes from the reality ot. tho
environrnent ln which he lives, he who atter0pts escaplsm in all his actiona,
1s a c or,'ard tvho ls prevented frorn starping hle lmprint on events (. ". ) The
Justo lvs knew was a flghter of yesturday 1n totaL decadence" (gl).

The Trotskylst flghter rvas flnlshed ln 1943t hts trotskylsna was scarcely
more thaa an epl-sode of youth. The f.lfth Interna.tlonal whlch he proposed,
found.l-n€ after di-d not succeod in even belng a curloslty, except for those
who interest thenselves in megalomanlacs. But, as ',that whlch the pen rvxlto6
cannot be erased by the axe", lt 18 right to poLnt out together wLth trts
subsequent shrp-wreck, that the Quebracho farr-en r-n 1943 ia, even lylthout
knowlng it, he who ylelded to lrgantlne Trotskylsr the best service.

Ths death of the P.o.R.S.
Robert Alexander states (g+) that tha loRS vras reeognrsed aa Argertineeection of the 1v. rnt.rnatlonar, on the recommendation of Te*enci phelan.

A study of tha correspondence of the ratter and hle ,trustec confidant' 1nArgentlna' Kurt stelnfetd, doea not conflrm that assertlon: wlthout d.oubt
Phslan proposed such a recognltlon, but lt clashed wlth the reaervatlons oftho IEC.

The Executlvo hesltated to confer upon the po;i:j such a status as rightfroxn the staxt of its actlvlties lt n.anlfested signs of ceconpositron. rhepapor-rFrente obrero,, announced. as a yreekly, thei a fortnld;it; -;;"" 
"roonthly' f1n8'11y gaw the ligh! of aay s""rceiy twtce duri-ng trru" ir""t "r*



a/t
fionths. Tl:e f rrst 1r:rpo|tant desertj.on is that of tire General Secretarse1f, ilarvaJas, who'dlthdt:aws to Rosa.rlo saylng that itls post can be betterfllled by CrlstaLli (posadas). If one be Il evee SteiDfelC, :;arva jas hadexpected a rapld growth. a_nd 1n dlscussione had nalntalned that the inevl tabL edefeat of the (ISSR before the German lnva slon )vorrld favour the recrultment ofthe Stallnlst nrllitante. fn the event fror, hls natlye baso he took u
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skeptical posltion, although renalnlng t-rffillated, rrhich will later cause hlnto Crop out. Ramos, rho Ls accused of a pe]:sonal &nd uncontrolled control ofthe press, also gives up hls menbership. Eventually nurnerous quarrels breakout arourd organLsatLonal lssuee: neetings of the C0 ancl llc , lnflated fl6gresof membershlp ( accusatlons of the CC consldet'lqs nere sympathisers as nerob ers ),lack of dues paJrments fo, ihe groups ln the ir]terlor, vrhl ch hLnders the publlc-atlon of the paper, failur e to Drepare the fcl-lov,{n€ congress at the foaesoentlne, accusatlons that Stelnfeld nanlpulates the fln&[c es and lnterest as aEeana of blachnall anal presgure, conf\tslon concernlnq t he rCual membershlp tof the Germans (j.n the IX , expulsions. Desertionscontinue occurrlng: 'Ca.rIos I , ,.:argarlta CaJ Ir:, .A nljell ca ! the young ilugoBressano leaves End J olns the LOR . lte rff1t es e pa,nphle t for 1t: rThree monthsof Ilfe Ln confualon1s!. Oi roy learlng the !oRS, (1r,r.42), Two months ]at erha ls al,so expelled from the I,OR, not before ilaebracho had glven hlm thep s eudonJrm ttlahueL idoreno t, e,/hl.ch w111 later becom e ',7 e11-kno,,.rn , L1l- this takespLace durlng the first sLx m onthB of existence of the PCrIlS.Phelan follows the crl si s by cor:respondence. In the face of the apparentlyorganlsatlons,l naturs of the crlsls, he dces not stop recommendl-n€r organl s_atlonal renedles, advlslng Stalnfeld not to r-a-rgentlnlse himsel,f | . -rat lsto not get tnvolved 1n the c11 que squabbl es ',yhlch typify the organl.satlona

D, as ryel1 as the poits), then

q
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lrresp onslblll ty of the mi11tants natlve to thet country. He informs hlrs ofthe ttlscouragment enlBtlng tn the lDC over the developlxents r.yl thin theArgentine rsectlon'. In another letter to thc Cbl1ean sectlon he returns tothe i ssue and cotrlplalns bltterl y about this rhu,:ran' charactcrlstic of theArgentines. Stel,nf eId lnfoms the IEC ( June 1942) that the pORS is splt tlnto foul 'camps': I) Cr1stalli rI,avalle 
' , 'Ir1an,, rLlsardl I rYlctor r,

who nalntaln that grave elrors were made duri::g the lrnlfl,catlon, whereby knormcentrlstB and reforElsts w6re adnltt6di 2) i0arbsla.l' ilarvaJas and theRosarlo group, ad op tl ng a walt-and-see attttudel J r:.'rigorlrli, (R. I.r1gelloor rJorge Lagos'), Quarruccl t (Eeteban Rey), 'Sevignac, ( Ra-nos ) , Stei :rf e1d,Barto and the rest of the German group, who p1-ace themselves 1n a s I tuat l onof rpasslve resistance I to the CC maJorlty ( cenp I ), opposlng lts violatlonsof the Crganisatlonal Resolutl on (Ramos produce s a docu.ment calli-ng for ihecong,ress) and they call themselveg t l egali- sts r ; and 4) ,;:iguel (Oscar rosseHugo Spaghettl ( Guevara ) , tlar.gallta GaIIo, :edunlch Orza, Krause a.nd the 6roupof Yugoalav workera, Alb e!tl, who ma.lntaln tha t the leaCership are violat lngthe statutoa and programnatic baaas of the l:OilS, and that it ts irretriev able.Phelan shows hLs syrnpa thy for camp J and rocoor nends 'r,,orking wtth the trvo most'- promisslng mill tant s : ilamos sjrit posaaas. the I atter because he is the only onGmaklng aIr effort to ob taln PORS penotratlon in to trade union mili eux. He seeacamp 4 as belng too inpregnated by the old sec tartaD tdeas of Gallo (85This situatlon of i nac tr-on prolongs ltself for so;ne nronths. ,ryhen the !0RcoE[nunlcatea 1te break , the IEC aake them to nake every effort to aave lllateoFoeea, who aeems to be not ln favour of follow ln€ Quebracho (whose code-n ar[ 6ln correspond ence ls rJuana I,a Locar I Crazy Joan'). Slmultaneougly,Steinfeld provokes a scandal upon proposlng that the Pages of rFrente Obrero'are opeaed up for Eilltants of other tendenclee: through h1s G e:man work heflnds himself ltnked to suPport6rs of tsrandl er Vsreok€n, Brockway, irjarcaauPlvert aJrd others. ft ls the fEC whl ch Ls c1oseet to hittlng the nall on theh€ail when lt formally approaches the loRS re uestlrlg 1t to open up thesuspended dl scu ssl"on on Inatlonal llbenatl onr and srubmlt s thesea regardlngthe lssue (.Iu1y 1942) The leadershl p of the Internatlonal 1s probablylnfluenced by the heaP of accusations e8alnst the IORS by th6 ! OR alocumentafron the tOR arrlve r egularly to the I not so those of the pOR$.Becauso Lt iB around thls questlon ove a1I tlre or anls&tlona1 probleEB,that the PORS w-tlI break up. A flrs t spli t , irovi si onai Iy, takes pl&ce in1943, when two rI'Or are publlshed. para11eI ,r,rl th ea.h other: trey dl stln€ul sh
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one encounters those coilcep t l on

ricclalist revolutlon, whj-ch had prevailed wlthin the i-CitS: ila.r o I ,

I osadas, i;iceto Andrss. In tir.e former those vho continue defendin8 j-t 3re

hgmselves :nutu:illy alj ,. i e.I' :e' arrd ':0 s.:.211. ' . ,it i
lr t:'r.e future wil"1 radi.cally revlse ti.Ie

t1

group later, whlch will adoPt

e r-Ie.:G Oi trle .I

ila.6os arrd Andres wlll

qrouped:
r er'iai1
-;cssa f cr t.1e 1r,r. 1:rter::ati-oral '

?h€r s-r1it occurred, a1o;r1; the

clrza and, ia splte of tae advice of lhelan, the
,1a t eo

lLnes of the no,=t radlcal poli-tlcal posltlons'

Posse, Guevara,
roup. It ts worth notj'ng that lt j-s thie sectcr thich 'saves'

ard lot on the basis of the organi
't'be ccup cf 4. June 1941, rnd the 1]1egality i1
of tlle Ieft act in crd.er to compl'ete the dl-sper'
evolve on thaix own accolirt untll they forn the

sational c:'iteri.a defended by each turrent'
whlch Lt placed the activlty

sion.
' I-iga Conunista :.evolucionarla I

na t i onali t poel tlons
up to the polnt of Per$ittinq ao.eoc to collabora.te rvlth the Percr.is t goveln-
nent (a road dorvn which Andre

f1rst, and the 'Cctubre '

a part of the

s rzilI not acconpany hlrn). In full logic \Ylth
thls evolu tion,
Jorge l,agos w111 enter the...Conmunlst Party. frorc which he w111 exlt fornlng

pro-Pelonist fc.ctlon of iodolfo Puigros
11 return tc the ilorth, where he rl11 d

( 'cIase obrera' ) .
Esteban :iey wi
wlthln the Soc
the SP In the capital , fr cni xhic
forn the 'orupo cuarta lnte:::I3cional' (CCI

tional in 1947,

f,rture section i-n Argentina,
i nterxational. in 19i1.

in s paatpitlet,
in f,hl ch the questlon w1}I be

rles', anC he wIIl regroup e- snlall
the 'Grupo Obrero I.ia.rxists ' ( G0;;'l) .

'Octubre' rvt11 break rvlth the 1V. Interna

evelop an 'entrist I work
i.a11st Party on hls own account. Also ln 1941 . losadas enters

he wl}1 ezit vrith e rrmall i:rorrp whlch w111

staltlng fror the 'ihird 'iorld llon{lress of the l\"
icreno, e law student, vlll- 3ttempt to su(r up hls experience
publlshed In 1943, entltled 'Dl ?artldor,
enalysed on the basi-s cf 'lje5ellan catego
nucleus of youth wlth whlch he lYlil iorr
Alexander nentl.ons that :.arvaJas v1:11 contin'le maintainlng a TiJORS' u nt11
1g48, sonethlng qulte lrnprobable. Probably it refers to an 'autonomousr Sroup
tn :iosarlo, coDposed of student ,nilitants and yhlch also naintalns linkg wlth
the old lrotstytst Davld slburu, who llves :'etLred !n Rafaela. Guevara, tbe
traade rrnlon rni-Iltant, ',7111 return to hts 'regio:al autonorny i and TiiII f orm a
lrotskylst trade unlonist gro,rp l(nolrn sirnplJ. rs 'southern Zone' (of Buenos
Alres), l','h1ch was certsinly not the only one of lts typa' The only sector
rvltlch rvlI1 Ealntaln the o1d poslttons, upon "rhlch 

the PoRS was foundetl' wlll
be the 'Unl5n Obrela 3evol-uclonarlsr (UoR), aninated blr Cscar }osse, wlthln
ryhich i:ateo Possa rv'llL p3rticipate f or 3 tlme.

'lhe partlal d6nouenent cf the Argentlne polj,tlcal crlsis which the coup ln
Ju::e ,.rai, 1.,fl1cted the coup de grice to the F0:15, r"rhlch Lived rvi.th great
dlfficulty fo! less than .t year. At tlle end of L94), 'O\ten' (Phelan) dispal'r-
ingly askatl an Argentlne correspondent lf it s'as correct that from the ?ORS...
ten gloups! had arl sen.

Teronce Phelanr agent of lmperiallsm ?

Shelry Mangan ('Pbelan', tOwenr, 'Pflan') was a courageous rnilitant of the
lv. IntelnatlonaL. Gross, somethlng of a bohealan, a drlnker, he speclalleotl
i/r maklng contacts (clandestine or not) wlth the fo"eign Broups when the IEC
functLoned ln the USA as a result of the war. 1'hus, not only d1C he travel Ln
Latln Anellca, but towerils the end of the war' taklng adv&nt&ge of hls sltu8tlon
as a corrospondent, he succeeded in reegtabllshlng contact with the TrotskyLet
groups of the Eulopsan countrles occuploal by the nazls (Aelglu:I, Austrta) at a
rlsk at tltres to h1s own skln. later al-so he wa,s !n Bo1iv1a, succoeCing to
gaj-n contact wlth the mtllta'nts of the PoR inprlsoned durlng the raexenlor
(L946-5?). once the IEC moved back to Europe, he vrorked together wlth lt.
later agaln, he returned to Bollvlar establlshlng himself ln oochaba.mbE. thora
he worked on a novol about the mlners of Catavl and his corapanLon i.largarlta
dled there. iicCarthylsn ln the USA hlndered hlm frorn publlshing hls nov61.
i{e dled ln Swltzerland, in 1961 , at the aee of 57.

Thon psrt!-clpatins In the efforts at unlflcatlon Ln Argentlna durlng 1941'
an ertlcle appeared unde, hls nar!e 1n rli'ortun,-' magazine, Nhich, in essencsl
edvlsed the USA to lmprove 1ts penetratlon of l-r:f;entlne F,011tlcalIy. It ladto a, !3rn-v e of crltlclsm by lts Lntnrslor into the llfe of the country. Anon6
the crlttcB one found Quebracho, who, as noted by : edunlch orza. d1d not make

of a purely
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1t publlc at that tl!ne, and ihen vr'hen de did so, rnuc}r later, ir ?as iir o].der
tc glve Phelan the descrlptl,on of 'B.gent of impe::ia1isrn,, lvlth ?h1ch he \ycuId
latcr 60 on to labeL the IV. Internatlonal in its enti-rety, and fLnally Leon
Trotsky hlmself. thelan protested agal-nst the accusation, claioing that his
words had been distorted. A verslon of the a].ticle, corr:ected by himself,
appeared. 1n December 1941 ln the magazlne !Cla-ridadr - ln v/hlch the phraseB
do not allow any doubt Ebout Elslnterpretatlon: "The contl:'luatlon of the vrar
1n Europe added to ou:' poslti.on ln respect of Japan ln Asia, lnakes us necess-
ltate South Amerlca at the sane tlme tha.t 1t g'ivgs us the opportuni-ty of
removlng from lt other powers, especially Great ilrlteln, who a.t thls mornent
8re too gravely occupled in other parts in crCer for: then to give full
attentlon to lts defence" (85), And thue bir the sty1e, Alexander surprl-sed1y
notes that the rilllltantI of the S'IrP co;nmented cn the article In |j'ortunet aar
s demonstratlon of the irnperialist policy of Uncle Sarn, wlthout makinfj a:lJ,
connment on tha fact that its authol. lE a leader of the SWP it:relf . In hls
coamentary on Alexanderrs book, Joseph ;{arlsen, a }iey l-eader of the Sl'lP fo:'
many years, never rade a\y reference ln that respect (87).

l'hings did not end there, as the sccusatlon yra.s taken up agaln by another
g:.oup bleakln€ v/ith the iiourth ( rOctubret of iiar:rcs), whlch led Kurt Stetnfeld
to wrlte to the ilrazlllan sectlon, l?. lday 1947t "An Argenttne Trotskyist
publication denounces Terence Phe1an and nyself as agents of j-mperialisll.
Untl-l such tfu:re as the lV. lnternatlonal- has not taken a posj"tlon on the Lssue,
it would be better to conBlder rne as dead" (BB).

What haal happensd ? The only defence of :.'iangan rnad.e by a 'Trotskylot,l.aader that we knor of, 1s that by Llvlo ljaltar: "Slnce one has made so rnuch
about the san€ gr&ve .lnslnuatlons (:) in the course of iactlonal. polemlcs,
above all- 1n Argentlna, whoever v,rltos can wltness that Sher:'y i,iangan went
through all tho Iatter years of his l1fe ln very precarlous ftnanclal condlt-
lons, 1f not ln poverty" (89).

'lher6 ale defences whlch l<111. YJhy could not an 'agent of lmperla1lsml
(what 'lns1nuat1on' l: ) "have died ln povertyt, ? :{angan aleserved a better
defence.

To comblue the task of delegate of the lV. InternatLonal wlth the Job of
a correspondent of the lnperiallst press IYas a compllcated task. fhe meane
avallable to th6 Fourth oblj.getl tt to utlllee sucb nethods. fn 1tself, thl.s
1s not Ln ar\y way dLshonourable. A revolutlonary leaCership nust, noreover,
be capeble of coulng out In ilefence of such methods rrhen the sland.erers
denounce then 1n order to destroy 1t. Even ln the case where the nilltant 1n
qu€stlon had tput hLs foot in itr, as was certalnly the c8.se yrlth Mangan. If
durlng the llfo or the actlvlty of the latter, lt was not possible to do such
a thlng publlcellyr such justlflcatlons do not exlst afterwards. To not do ao
ts to leave the door open to the slanders whlch st&ln not only the menory of
a rnl11tant, but (what ls worse) ths ba.nner of an organlsatlon. If it cannot
do thLa, such a leadershlp ls condemned.

Balance sheetB of th6 ?.0.R.S.
y/lth the dlssolutlon of the PORS and the LOR one closas a stage 1n the llfo

of the A].geDtlne Tlotskyl8t movoEent, whlch not by chance, colncld€s wlth ttre
end of a stage ln the llfe of tho country. For th€ Trotskyl8te the stage 1a
closed' therg can be no doubt, wlth a fallure as they must start agaln, organ-
lsatiotlaLly, practlcally from zero. But po11ttcally not so, lf they are
capable of taktug advantage of the leesong of the perlod wblch cro6EB. fhls
I'Er yrlthout doubt, a tagk whlch conoerrig not only ihe Argentlne Ellltantsi
but the Iatcrnattonal ln 1te entl-rety ( pr.lma-rlly Lte 1caaterahlp) aB the bulld_
lng of th€ revolutlonary pslty 1n a country, for the rrotBkylsts, ls no more
than the exprasston of a worrd-wlde Etruggle for Lts essenca ,natlonalry'.

rt turne out lnteregtlng, as a matter of fact, to re-oxsmine the oplnionsr
fragoenta:r;r and dlepereed, that exrst about what was - de facto or de jur6 -the flrst Ar.gentlne sectlon of the 1V. Int6rnatio}tal.

LLborl-o .rusto, in the middle of the vorrey of lneurte whLch he lavishee
.--.lfor.the PoRS and on.each of lta membere, leaves us with an lnterestlng ld.ea:..-"lnst€ad of rootlng (tha PoRS) ,1te trajectory fron th6 polnt of degeneratlonln the sp1ra1 of the development of the l. rnternatlonal , its rlne of departurc

. ../
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re lV. Irrt ern:rtiona1, in wirt c ir veentation error.teously f cl l or;e,,1
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, very quI ckly
rr ty f. .-onth i,revious,
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y the Farty.
.li s ori entation

p!,ear in tne veryl coerade Oscar .P. ) we dl- d not sen.t it (...)
rrithin and the defeat of th

onE y/ith tlte baC objective and subjectil/e .cn.iitiona
e workln6 class in cther countrles, had fundarental

v3cilation betv;een
nconsistency of the rnlddle c1ass, its conEta:rt;levolutionary and reformlst positlons...lts fondness tcr

and intri.;u 6s, as lveapons in the fieht f or l eadershl.i)ascendoucy, lts lncredlble tack of knowledge of the e1e&entary necessltles oisoclalist theory, lts scorn for the opi[ions of thesloyalty, personal rancour and the clairr of uncon_

the v;crklng masses atld cf'
workexs...lts cynlcisrr dl
dltlonal obedl-ence to lts conrnand, the lack of an oryn personalit.y iri thenaJority of cases which would enable it to oppose the orlentation iinposed onthe ncvernent by the bonze o:' thc bonzes of tha iron€nt, even thcush it thought
it erroneous" (91). 'r'hj s treo]'oach tcv.,ards the characteristics ot. ?. ncvel1]ent
.rade up 1srge1.y i)y intel.lect,als ls far r"ror th3 c',1y one of lts type. ,_h thecontrary' the experlence of the I'oir.j v;i11 encoilrase an rantl-intellectua] 1sm,
1n the subsequent statie o:f the Argentine -lrotsk';lst inovenent. rvbich li11 leai
it at tines intc a fr.anli scorn f c:' tire stru.cr-le ior ideas.

In the liqht of the prsvious vlews, 1et u-.\ 13ok r"t the conclusion of posarlas
. ,vhen ln f945 he tells tl)e Interiratlonel Secretariat cf the e;.istence of his
-group: "...owir\,j to the dissolution of the POirS .1nd over the experience it

€!ave, of seeklng to create a- moveraent aud a party ove:', behlnd the back of,
and above the proletaJla,t, we dlrect cur actlvitJi whclly towards unitinE our-
selves 1n the daj-]y and perma.neni process of the proletariat in the factory,
lvorkshops, unlons, etc, lx crder to drarv frorn there, ln the llving struggle,
our n111tants and to educate ourselves ln order to create our cadres,, (92)"

The posture tctally evaCes the theoretLcal and politlcal probleme al]d tri-es
to resolve then enpiricauy ("go to the factories,,). ft ls important to note
thls becauBe he r,vlIl soon become, not Just one of the maln Arg6ntine leaders,
but a Latin Amerlcan and r':or1d leader, of the I\r. International. Oo to th€
factories, yes...but s"ith which progranome ? Ior Iosadas lt lacks importance,

From Jorgs Abelardo Ra:lcs lt ls better to not ask for a balance sheet, even
though his nemory of the PORS congress betrays him: ,'It was an attenpt to
organLse a revolutionary party, that party ldeal-, intranslgent and unbreakable
whl-ch te:npered the asplratlons of our adolescence and whr,ch stlll today
constitutes the obJective of our struggle. ltavi:1q founded the tlqv partj. t.he
axls of i,ts putclic operetion lvas i-ts c!]roiritioir to the lmperial.ist ,,,'aJ and to
.l-rgentine parti.ipB.tlon 1n i.t' (9-l). .:'e har/e reccurted that that ,rar, r,ot the

, 'exls' of the I,0ilS, even thoulth rieu.-ros speculetes ..r1 th bad meyrorir in or,ler tc

,e recal1 tiiat

! a:r j tseii, l
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Ellng malnly again:l i ti).e 'Dourg-

C"epIynatj-onalist chara.cter of the xnilita_ry ir,oveme t.
of convertlng thls countrj. i:nto a ra
heat of worl"d events, a bour;_eols nD]reuetlt ?ros.)

It to i-Dperlallsn ( .. . ) ihose who i:a
opportunist, wlthout then ::raspirrs r..r

go 8.1ong vrith the current and they launchad rurt-ous t evisio:r oi oit}
Undoubtedly the rise of !eronlsn had stlrred up the j-dea that A::.lrenti-nawas a rrdeveloped and independent ca]rlta1ist,. couf,,rt"y. .ihat scheila e]i"l-udeda natLonallst movenent with suDport &non.q the ESSes, as in such cD..rntrlesnationali.gE asBur,es whclIy reactlor..y ,,id anti_workinc class fo:.:s, --csselimlted hlmself to lnsistln,q upon the previous schena, falling inio tiie sal.1eoverestimatlon of the-r.r6ent1ne bourBeoisie, r.rhlch would rct only-cross swordswith all l,por''al1st dorinlnatlon, but whlch hu r"o, 

"" 
propa-rin.g to iransfor:ailtser-f into a tgleat porve:"r. losse skated over the conflict wrth i-r:oeri.arrmwhich had provoked the sreatest mobir.lsation of the messes or' irle c.:rlrury.?he other frotskyistg, in oxder to su:rviv,e, had been forced to rfu:,ious1yrevlse' posi-tions. fhe iJoR, red b;, posse. r,;i1.r. be the fir.st of i.:c rr.otsr()iatcurents to dl sappear.

iqehuel ,,roreno. coementlug ln 1947 on the ccntribLltions to Arr:enti.r.,r'rotskylsE of phelan, .eve u6 a phr.s,. i" rh,_ ;;].i;-;;-;;;i;; ,r.. ,",." ..."rn" *"become accustomed from hls pen: i,Jr,.,t ,.s ,,"f, tiru" the ,nediocre i,r1r."i"i f "lwara 1s superlor to the best colcnl.il ,r,nre. ihelan, in spite of his ;r.rveorgani'satl0na1 and tactlaal errors, 'r,-r ': been tr)e onry one rvho basirrr.: hinselfon the theoretlcar ererirents end o'. tlrc fev; r,ra-terials cf the .A.raentire *oups,lald down the general pro.ra,rnatrc fundament-i ;r-i;; i""""ir"""r:" J i 
"*ra ",ruover,ent". iylshin6 to be.,rell.l. in rvith bct:r ,;cd an,-l tre Cevi"1. .cr.eno onlysucceeds ln treatln8 everyone as irriots. art"tj q"oti"e iiu-i"o,.,i"ic,-,aror",of Phelan on natLonal ltberatlon _. ,"".onio"y question, _ lvhich ,,ve havearread.y seen, Moreno crttlciaes rri,,, "i"ti"r.r liberation is the ros.r colossalrevolutionary task 1n the backryaro countries and is nct subordlnatedr butunquestionably rera.ted, to the worrd uo"iuiint xevolutlon. ii;itiroui the lvor,drevolution the colossal t:.=n oI tlberattn6l the b,akward count.:,!es trcm ir,per_iaIlsm 1s not posslbIe. fher.efore, t;;-;:r;;" r,f .;atio;.ia1 liberation is themost intranalgent lnternstional an.i natiorrai c1'.ss struggle,,. ,hen ,,ihat wasthe contrlbutlon of phelan to the ,p...i.",rrti., :.u.rdlments, .i, li.d tii:rt of tfrePoA.S ? Accordlng to fforeno:

"its correct posltlon on the country end the rlational bourgecirie (,..)They polnted out the depencence of inrlustry and ,re nationar bcur.ieoisre onforeign cepltal . The :at1onal. to.rrgu.,iof 
"" 

cir.,r.,ot ..,o' vlsSes jo tr,srr.jiorflithis :ttate of thLn€s,'.
- :, oreno contl:lues dlstortlng. riri .,1.e have see:I, rhe j.i_,ilj cilaructcl.,iceir'tself by preBentlne' the ArJctrtinc ucur^eolsie. J;s ',J. rurly rurin,: c.Lt sr.: .,i,i.ricirasrocreted ltserr rieeiy ;;i;;,'i".;;,"i;fr,";";;;, t,.i, ( t,.*:ie:.-ii, .,i.,. nct ;rrse

I



, I .uic.rl1 llberation') . - l Jcocer,-rsi t o?iiilerate Dl'in{irless' aB 'oI'ello iri 'r:eli
qu ote: iro:r the !OilS;

"i'irroulltr the process o!- rnort,liagiru:' and endebtrient of the lanC' oi' the

ci.i,.italisat j,on of !l-re 1ilnd rent, .r1 tlie :iicrc r:!': 'r're desisive r:l e tnzt tlre

ienks and rimj.ted "orpriiJr-;i; 
ir iire rife -,I iir1" ccun+,ry, the ::re3t farolng

anc urb.:.ti bourgeois ,,ro 
-fip,'i:'uii3{ r:':pIt:'1 i-r:'"ve iolned in a rflnancial olig-

ar:chy' \"hici1 has as i.ts- eco'ro'nlc orge'rr the i'lnr:o Je'rtral arrd as its Zeneral

na:l.-,aie;ie:,t the national "1+''" '
l\s a ccnsL"quence ol that, the I;-i'' s:)!i in the l-r'ientine neutr'a1itJ' ilurlng

i1or1C l,a:f 2 r. noverant i,a"r,"rraent oi its baur.tc-o.isie. .ihe criticisrn of io!eno

wlll cc'nsi:t in polntin] o'li ift:rt behinri i t :;sre Lurcpeac anrl i'rl tisi; capltal:
'Cr,c does not t3lie i"t' '""o'"'t that if it is inperlalist capLtal nrld

corrcrstely the yanks ,"tl tt'tn :fiti'si:' liho dollnate tbe consumer ::ar|ket and the

;::;ital , the gover['nent ttlnc't crrry ou1 :i poiicy iedependent oi' th? Colrinant

ir""ri"ir"i"."i . . .l rr .-.,th Americr is stre:1:the':ring itself n'ithj.n t5e country'

ss the i'Cli:l a"ssures ,=, 1'nuo r:ome t1:at this Cces l.ro t n'anif est itsel f i n the

pclicy cf tiie Argentire :-io-irer:fler't ' (ieron. - :.r"ttiror's note)' (95) '
i'l'r e criti.ciso, i" ,r""tiit ess, 3's i t crl-ti'clss"' so:;:ething the POIIS trever sald'

fl..'ni-rore operation or':-oreno'r'eaut"es i'!self to pre -''entj-ng - Just as the Poits -
i'lr" i"p"ri"iism and ar1 thc f3,cticns of the n:tive i;ourgeolsie as folnri-ng a

ho..:ct:eneousbloc,butrzithi;perialicth€gelr'clJi"ilichlsa'ceftedlvithioy
bythe}"r4entlr]ebourgcCi!:i.--.!.rojl:thisjsch{'ri;..Jul]t3Sy;ltittilt:i.]..11-a]"1
nationrrl conflicts or cf isif in ti'l(: itate' oi(ini'- tc inp'Jrialist cppressiorr a:c e

.i .i.roua. The problem ci ):eronicr-' . orenc resolves 1t by s=yln{' that leron
1173,., ;ust as any other boui'3,eois, ?'rr rijn€l1sh agent ' ' cnly representin:l the

&rlny'thcbureeuc,acyandihepo],ice.Theenormousxtcbj.].igationg?iFalnst
i"oleu i"p"rla]-l s$, . aurln5 1Yh-i;h ]eronlso axose can be limlted to "the rnost

backr,,2rd workers umj-ted thenselves tc suppcrtlng one vring of the ca!'lta1l-st
re::in: arialnst enother' ('i o','Lllzaci6n antilnp erlal i s ta y r'ovill'zaclcn

"i;=r-t=1 ,-,ru].y 19a9). ilith tbls conceptlon, :' oreno lined up ltith gcrilismo
(a te::rn for thuggerJ,', :rs':a}1y ln unlform - tfansl ators.note), -es he cescrLbetl

Ieroni&q as "the vErn€iu.s.r d of the bourgecls cffensive" (the Unton Democratlcat
supportea by imperlalisn r:'as "1ess totalttarlarr" ) ' There was not even a traco
of^ a confltct, not even dcforned, bet,.i,een tl.]3 natlon and lnpel:1a11srn. After
introCuclngrnatlonall.ii''eration'bythedocr,::orenoremcvesittliroughthe
iri,1aolo. TIe political ryopla_ of the ?oRs p.!sseC e:itirely cver tc :.tor'3tro, wlth
slight retouci:1ngs. t'r,y eno carrle4 i.nto practise \,ihat the POiiS on11' sketcheil
cut-i tbe ncst attrociouL: r--c'ctari.rnis"n in the f:ie- of iistionalist r:rove entsi
liorenism converted 1tse1f intc an insignifl.cart :;cct durinS 

". 
}]hole leaade.

ff one ce.n apply the \'. 01'd.s bs.f $.nce sheet tc dellberate bllDdness' :ri'e can
e4n1t such E narle to tila: of fere:rce Ihel r.n. an f . iiovenber L94.t+. ix i'rence'
lhelarr presents a report tc the flrr;t con{ress of the f a.rti Coir:riunlste Inter-
natlonailste (lvhlch ire F) a3'6,4 

". 
role in organlslng), on the sttuation of the

1V. Internatlonal outside of l.urope. to SIvc an idea of the exa8gerated
optlmism of the r:eport' ?e quote a few lines on Argentina (we recalL that
I,irelan already knowe that the PoRS was dlGsolved in 1943): "In ArgentLna, ln
lg41 and after long negotlations, a fuslon za.-: abl-e to take place between four
dLfferent ?rotskylat grcups. That 1ed to the creatlon of the PgltS and entled
ln urlllaskiag the adventurer iluebracho, who on ttre last occaalon ive heard of
hj-m was 1n favour of forming a iiifth Internatlonal of ltis creatl-on" (96).

The European $il-itants r.rouId have had more irrterest in hearlng about the
lOnS than 1n the rnlsadvetrtures of Quebracho, .i?ho here served aa a loln-cloth
tG ccver a po1!-tical failure.

of course such a consider..-t1on cculd not be put to the Argentlne groups
once racre in 1947 when the I nt (:rnat t on.e.l Secretarl&t of the IY. fnternatj'onal
r.rlll try again to unltc the:: "1t seeels that man3. Argentlne coxnrades consider
tirat ttre conception i.tse-lf of the lOR:l $as defective. Tfle fund.. nental concept-
ion of ttre IORS was th3t of unitj-rr;- all the cc1rrades there were who sincerely
accepted tae international proqra,,rrrre oi the i
rierlvod nct in its ccrrc:e;)tion oi the a,rrt:/ brr

rrlt)r (... ) t'tre def ect of the P0RS
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noll icr ll oi:io,: enl s., t i- c, n r(. ptarty and its ideologlcal
ll" Lhe pi*ty raii not cat,'abfe of glvlng itseli' ln
cussi-on, :: clear' ,rnglysls of the character oi
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